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LEAD-IN

Onea mora | TInd ayaelf ot the eand Of The lang bard alox of producing Che cony
for Vector. ance mora behimd echedule, with matarlal held over; once mora typlog
out mm editorilal and putting tagethar the 1ast Taw pagesa. mLth moat of the {ssus

rusbed to tbm primters for production In thrce daya tisa  Aa uaual. thias °
i» oul tbe ome | d boped it would bo. | bed ta curtail productioo wheo 1t
reached 72 pagas, wildb Lha Elwood imtarvier stil) oot included: to heve put it

in. glvan 1hat It rune Tomger than tha Ballard omé, 41 momstbiog eround 28,000
words. would have made thig a0t a gouble DUT & triple Lasue' That mMey be OR tor
AF Conmentary, but 1t would yresant aona (2aup collstlos probl for va.
8a, bwld over ustil pext timo 1a that ioterview, aA mell aa » number of film
révia=e. Thuw tbars skould be « Large "Coelluloid Drean™ next imgus. "The lotio-
Lty Box™ ia mleéo lthaly ta bm well-mtacked, judgipg by the nusber of bockm at
pressat “Delag réviewed”’. Am 1 explain oluewhere o this lasue, the Lotter—Colums
1s 11kely to be irilmwed » bil ib lesgth boxl {imm - 16 pagee out af 72 L& «
rathar h proportioa tor » jouroal of tbis typa.

8o - plenty of good things waitiog 3o Yector 73; but after ibat lesve. due
Lo May, Thloms becows more uncertais The wate: wil) bo there, both writteo
and drewn, but will tlo mnay to prodoze the magea:ioea? Thim dopeods on you, the
reada 11 coough of you repow in the moxt few wacka, aod it onough ooy woobars
ose Ip  .mod if we can boomt cvarscam scbacriptiocns...than all ebould be well.
If al - well, wé bawe _omtingency plans, but hops not 16 £ind LU bacesmery la
put thew into operation.

Enough of thiu casting of klobm Over your codtlemplation of tbe nee imaos
(1 11ke to roo] byoal? that you all ruek to the editarial firat ..}, aince avas
L thlo ivavn A0osn"t heve m]) Lhe waloria) tm | should have liked, apd even though
T bave had t0 hald aver am sbormous mmount of ert-work, ] hopa 1t atill baa aome-
thing of interast to you al)l  The Ballard intervies, by Jim Gnddard asd bavid
Prioglo. ia acaething which i mo extrownly ploased to ba abla ta presost 1o
Yectar roaders. Tt ie dun to mppesr 1n a fortbcoming cnllactian of articles about

. (cont. p €6)






THE INFINITY BOX
- i

, translated by Michme) Xendsl (Gecker amd Warburg;

L

THE CTBERIAD by Hcapielav im
London; 1975; 293pp)

THF. FUTUROLOGICAL COMOREAS by Atemimisw Low, traodlsted by Nich
wpd Warburg; Loadon; 1970 Le# pp) Beviswsd by Ursula Ls Guln

T mgat to takm {hia chaoce ia smy ecms things mbout Stamislas Les which b
beoo bullding up prosscre 1o wy doiler for o Cauple af ysars. Firei, howayer,
Lf you 8an°t hoow who Lew 16, ar LRLAE he Lo & Tupar Ercursisa Madule, or
that he Wrate tha ecript for the mOvie Holaria - go and fInd tbe movel Bal
and vagd It Twice 1f you can (ind The Imvimcible, read 1t too, Than rrmd

Kananl {Se

r

Now, ta apon tbe ety valve. Lutely, whio Low ia wéoliaoad st «1) In
Anericud of clrcles, 1t Ly with sour woothe and sowcliwes bGutuful cdeeve &
Little of thiw Lu due ta wl r emvy. «om4 ta msturs)] rescotmest, for Low 18 =
hasvy-baaded, wolémicleiog ¢ritic; amd m good daml is dus to Pruox Rotranelelpar,

®ho, 18 his ses] Lo prelen Lum, has toa oftas imelwtsd thet, mest to the Maeter,
#1L #f writere mr¢ iocompnlest buche - palther trwe, mor emdemriog. But anvy,
redsnt®enc, sod Wr. Rot ul) tor, atill thore 1# a

®ydtariond inatatenca upon badmauthing Lea (vbom wobody has met) perscoslly.
Bie booku are ignored, ha 1p vIVITiad. 1.

b
°

L of a lat nf slotys, end abould be boycoiteo 1T mot plllorled
) odle heve Dot been Bade claar, apd ustl] they ars 1 thoroy,
Lt; [ wondar 3i tbe American mutbar did mot raslise thet the Polisd govermsant
‘roabsorba” 1ta boak wdr zlatys aflers brief poviod, 1f you don’t coas to
Poland to 4paDd tbow. Lt will tako sawe gilt-cdged proot to cadvitte me 1hat
0rbed thew. He ohvicumly dosam"t pred tbam, toikg av immspmely succadaful
b wore Important, he ia oot warking bard to goi certaln Wastérn
ted and publighad in Poland for love of zlotys, but for love ot
Chome bavkm and lova of literature.

* Por rasders 10 whow tbis referenca 1a vellad - ane a lpiter trom PhilLp
Z. Dick In the currant SF¥A Porma. -Ed



s ypcrom 13/74
It ia aluo love of literature, | thiok, chat heo wede him oo o t ang errogunt
a ¢ritic. We're still used ta & lat of beckpattiug is af  Sloppy writing eod
s0ggy thinking imfuriate Lem. He roars with pain and wrath, and ateris £1ailiok
about (o 2 tzmper, and mekea dreadful gnorani gensrdlioatsion abous the United
Statap and ¥estarn af in e torment Rut Lt is rael torsest - ba Carea about
eriting and about thiokimg Twa qrrogance I a (ault, y27 | find the yather
Dalye, thumderbolt Impersons)ity of Rip CriTICINES BOFE Mekbamimoud than the
wd-howivem rélorlo tboy Waved provoked. NobOJy #»eae eéven (O dacre »lam bim

booka, they merely make mnide comnents about hia waonérs. Here the umasoy

aldy at tha sf pra-sod-fan cammunity shows itacl?f, Lhe sati-intellactual, xevo-
phobic wide. What sondar that hy =os damns American sf oe a cligué of bick
backa? [t 3a the tace ve torned to hio,

Uaanvhlile, fortunstaly, bim books resain. and reviewsrd In Enplepd end
Australie bave diEcwased tham and mors, | bope. wtll br forthcaming. Tbese two
ars {to my (e) mloor Lem, light Les, but to oiber ad: they aight wel)

Te more attractive Lhao (N dowdber, Lotricate beavkies Of ?lm' Thay ave bothk
intellactua} and verdal games (like tha"solarlstics™ chapter, but muck

3. A peu uow for & Zl-gub ealuta to the Ur luter, Wichas! Kamdal,

dope the (mposelble wnd made It look Imavitable.

“And the tbapapathotsrig ow Bizth Aveoue b
apothecary cafotorla, judgiog from th
ané aiwlon at eduolvest)

ta be a theological
itewd on displey Aleles
theopetbine, meputliy, orisel. All
the faitha mre represented too - thare's chrietendine and amti-
cbrietendlios, ortusal, 4rywecdl, mnebaptiban, weihadone, breahmax
Pupralapaarian Suppositorien, and toroseplce, qual oRkR, YOI
aloncanes] Many Of tbe Doazs Tome vikh
baloe. ...

(The Futurological Congress, p.¥0}
"l cas the eigen valum in thine eye,

I bear the teader temsar im tby migh.

Barosoulli would have be: content to die,

Had ba but known such coe 2 @

{By the Mechanical Pard, in Cyberiad. p. 53)

1 ahgould Jove TO Know what quaker oate were In Pollish.

Tha Cyhariad 1a & rollsctian of mutty ta
about Trurl and Elapaucius, sbo are Conatrunto
machipes Grear flighte of serupulously loglc tancy fallow. Sowe af them
are sllegorical - wy favourite La ¥ 5-A", & curlavaly tehdar wemd-up =i
buresvcracy - wod wome éatirical, upd aowé Judt ovtLy. Anyone who likes Lowism
Carrol) ar [talo Calrvimo wil) probably Like thew. Best not to remd the book at
obe mitting; the wit im intellactusl aud vertsl, m» 1 amid, and =a bighly comc-
eotratad that 1f gou go ob tao long st one time you may get an appropriate, hut
disagrassbla, metzllic taste (o the mouth. The tales ara grand for resding aloud
to a tan-yaar-old, 1f you havo one handy; not, try sny ot =g

The Futurological Comgress Ls & Jonx tale (DOL & #bocl davel - a Jaog tale.
The torm scems ta flourisb iw Ceolrs) Europe, wbereé meaple buve » good deal of
practiice ie wot mayiog tbioge alre U put.) Hers the firoworke almoat take
ower: verbal Catherine wheéesls, logical Scresmlog Weumled, » dazzling chow
Lavelx ot r ty sink like ice-floes under tbe reade faet. Banasta the
play of bright aharp wit, far banesth, i= » 20)1d stratum of good humqur (not
alnays o cabcowitamt of wit) and poral earlonaness (oot always mv ingredsenc
of of). The cawabtial end bacesNary coldnaaa of the eatirics] robe putd we Off,
40 that | adaire the bOOR without Taaling akrangly abowt #t; but anyons ko whow
the ematinnelly detachud tone of Bullard'e rales or AldL
16 o plosaura wil) surely fiod turther pl bere.

A (Nt ahort etories - talea)
They conatruect {aganioun

experimental writings




BOOK REVISWS

TEE SB0CKWAVE RIDER by Jolm Bruoner <(Demt; 1975; £3.95; 200 pp; [6EN Q-400-
04237-9)

i~

Reviawed by Chrie Morgen
BACK IRTO THE FUTURE
Over the last tap years ar 8o, Joho Brunnar's R:ajor covels have Resn macial
(bot wot anclalist; budapitarian, rather) propagenda, aimed at saving na Zrom
owraelvas. Bar la tha near {or very masr)] future, Tever as much =a balf a

cantury whesd, thay have y dire plet at Wagt W11l Hapyeo
Unlasa ¥e Act Now. drgusbly, the firet of these s ke Sguares of the City,
Brunrer's Sowth American ion ot tba lmrt, 1 4 esa

cheas game. It was followed by Stand on Zanatbar, The Jugged Or]x ?
Saep Look Up, to which Xwavs Lider 20w bayp edded L ere

bavale {the latsst baing the shortsat), complex, fast-soving anéd frigbtenlagly
conviocing, in which plox amd via for Pz [t thelr coamacting
premias i that the future will alwaye mrrive more geickly end Gevastatimgly
ibat owe would expect, thea The Jboche Aider 1@ the céytral novel of tha
1ive. for tbie premise is Alwla Toffler's io Puturs Shock, s book whose welp
Bransar achoowledges, and whame title iw the ba ror b:

CATCE-22 HAS YOU TAPED

Tha cemtral fsct of 1lfe Lo Tha Abackwava Rider (set io abowt 2018) i» tha compurar
ainyltapsously eaviour and bola soire. A aingls date putvorm exluts for the shole
ot Mortb America, contaloing Satslls of all melcnonl. rages, tax; credit-
worthiness, eand mo oA, far tm4nts -

the whole Jot. Al) thut'e oecwasary t.o eater or roulou data 1a huowledge of
the correct code This =m0y that you piver Xa0w who bas acc 10 oll your
peruonal dutaile or vao ham mddad &ota placa af derogatory icformation to your
f1le. Pasrmome) privacy evd swcarity of imforsationo mre sl most tbinge of tbs pust.
This puts 1otolerable pressure oc the indivigual, laadiag to “overloedl
& Rarvous breakdown sanifost
heurt gttacka. On the other kewd. the lifesiyley 07 2013 ia one of rapid change -
1o Joh, house, lac«tien, 4tc - which mamos that rha dats a6t is Lodlepeneabla
for keopiag treck uf avarythisag. 30 pok can't 1iva wirh 1t and you cap't live
sithogt 1t

TiE BEADE OF THINGE TO COME

Altbough thim perticolar future sdaas Davhers Dear sm bhlg¢ck mnd dawabant ad thet
in Ti» Ohoup Look Up, thie im caly becsmed ita 30rrors ars =mot as ohviows, Iadtesd
of plague end pestilecce there is widesprend ¢oTruptio
probles, un acctomy otaraitaasad to the poipt of collapse, ead a threstenmed
brankdomn of fanily lifs dua £o the "plug-in™ Jifeatyle of rapid chsage, all

thiq oaeked by ¢ vepser of wifluanca. 1If 1 asam to ba concebrratiag my atteatiow
©op the backgrouod af The Shochveve Rider this 18 owly baceues it 4
Eccowpliabad creatlon, sa sopbisticated, 1logical and beliavable th
the higbeet pratse Joba Brunssr bas the koack of tbickiog vp ept eleng tor
bis furicus futures (I atil) remsabar tde “shiggles” wore Thap five years afxer
raading Btasd Qo Zus2ibay) and sow Bs givas ua “pokers™ and “slittles

aad gala),"desvee™ [to declare vold), “ewaadatk™ (s suis d'accord)
o] doxen moi Wile t ednivs tbe props, though, thiv ia n future asveral
ahedor Mlackar and Rasriar than [ would be Rappy to kadabit.

UMHEARD BY THE WEND

e #oly reapite from thia str 2111ed world 1a 2 liataslng service haowp as

Bearing 41d  Anybody cav cail them om the phons and talk, confident that oply ocoe
diecrest 1iataner ar Baaring Aid cev bear thew. BResriog Ald providea Do answers
or Tomv 110m8, but the fact of taldog to eomabody Teliaves the call ATEeas,
Auy atteapt to tap u call to Baarlsg A1d w11) resvlt 1» & eection of tha data pat




* vacToe 737
belng automatically ecvastled - » form of crnaputer besed protectios wbich aog
tha goverpmapt yvery much

WALKING ON THE UATER

The sbockwave rider of toe thtle is Nick HBafliuger. & young mab who, batier thao
a2y 067 hie contomporariss, wemsges tO €OPe with tbe age io which ke 13
Be ham a talunt for carryiog comples codes io bis head wad writing loatent camputer
Hs loops from ldeotity to identity and from profession t6 profemelon.
te bim awn computer ?11¢ at any timé frow moy télphome with a littim
belp from a atglyn gaveoromest codm. His wajor “erime” baeé bASD Lo met up withio
the duts met » epecial computor programme (a “Lapdvors”™) L0 protsct the oxlmtence
af Precipice, the only Worth Assrican camsusity vhick ham remaloed 1odepesdant
9t gassrneet comtrol and Ifree from BOBt Of the basas of the 2lat ceotury
“c1villantion”. (Preciplee 19 Lbe howr Of Haarieg Atd ) Maflinger bhus baes
cawght, tbowgh, Biw sarly 1ife belog ahown Lo tlapbbacks and 3)lumiosted by leag
({occuaipoglliy over-lomg) argumepts with Wie 10terrogutor on tee mubject of what
| mbull {to avold & page of explasation} cal)l “governmeat policy™, But Haflioger
ia a trua Barg flgure, m Coaputer su) AD *hoae abllitly sesamp | tlana. Bo
succwada 1o parsuadiog bis ioterrogetor ko chaogs 2106¢a. Escaping, ka satm up the
biggest tapewors of all tiwe. Thim com o of “a ve and 1 bl
ordar to rebsae to any priotoul station aoy scd ml) duts 1o atore whoas publication
may comduC® ta the eabanced well-beiag, wbether physical, psychological ar
#0r1al. Of the pobulutios of North Americs.” {p 357) [o okber words sny form
of corruptica 1a e pUbLIC. (Kow 4O FOuU Pad what ] @east. aprliar, sbout bumes-
1taT4AD propagacda?) BefliEger‘e MIraculous 0eade are oot the mast creditle at
JObD Brunner'® iAveDtions (XRousb Hatlloger bimeslf 1e wall-Javelopad and credible -
aD excallast character}. Alsc, the fioal revelstion, as to =ho i» pulling tha
siriags, le 100 fTacile  Im fact, the 1mBT Third of the plot requirea am accomp-
ADying PIach of aalt

QOING, (OIWG, WON

To order to uadarscurs the thoroughness of the author’e conception, 1 shauld
®ontloa That he lutroduces an #ptirely pew Lwo- pareon board game called fencing
Tt 18 & tarritory guos, (4o cowplek to enuble » ¢I0DIDA Camhutar proxtanme ko

ba writcen For 1r. Widaly mpopmlar in thie fracatle saciety. 1L io draeped Lato
the DIAT wheo HACLiDRer, *bo 18 wuppoesd (o hu 10 bidiog. beats ibe Jwal Toaat
champion, thereby drowing atTentlon to bimaelf. | cenpol eae any aysbolic
ralacionabip between foncliog and olther the s oclety or thbe boak'a weasage.
Saybaps the pams 18 Sntended us RO mare thap Lclog OB e rich apd tasiy cake. 1°d
14ke [0 #ne $t catch ab

PRIZE PREABNTATION

Tbis L# oot = baok which abé can wadily put duwh. Jobo Grulder lresde # Cricky
path batween different poiuta i view, flaoshhacks (o rious tiwéo emd placew,
coovaromtions botween Inlerrogator and subject, ¢busks of oaplanation, dofinitioos,
jokes sod sbort, pithy obaorvattnns. HNe broaks up tho marrative inta about &
Busdred shavt, mamod aectiona, asd the namsq are more oftan thas mot word-plays.
Tha roault le e11ch and magnifirect, drivisg tha veader nm towsrds the gripping
climax. Thie $a profeessonaiiam; we could dn with mora af It so af.

PROS AND CONCLUSIONE

To pe: The Bback: fider io parspaciive, It°e cthe best af caval by & Britisd
writar to appear ip 1875, | expect to bae it b (ke ballots for the or
awarde, altbough 1t ia mot my chntce Lo win. 1tm nrica da atasp, but Lhe book 14
avery tapisfully-dedigned package (obviously photo-reproduced fros tba UB Harpar
and kow w0iilapa} with a atriking covar 1lluatretion by HMike Little,

Nico ooa, J.B.
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A ACATTER OF BTARDUST by £.C. Tubb (Dobaon
0-234-008-1)

ORBIT UNLISITED dy Poul Apderson {(Pamther; Lobdon; 1076; 174 pp; 60p; 1AEM 1E8-
04271-7)

i 1076; London; 119 pp: €2, 75; IaEN

Raviawed by Jeman Corlmy
¥y lmprasaios that af improves with sge bacomes morv dofinite. Buch relevemt
cORteBporary aubjacts as ecocrasb, pollvripa, atiop, the bresh of

1eatd , sex, the of morality, corruptico,
subvereion, (!o aave space "0 Paragraphs wars daletead hars) | cun etudy ip the
DewaDADATS, & Theap &nd convealent asoures of lurid fiction. You might guees thet
Wtories sbout disiotegrsting inner spece are too olode to homs for comfory. Mo,
what | went from a dook Ip thees difficult and dang: timan im thet
takes ma away frow 1t al)l. QJucks, 1 Llike old fashionad sacapien.

Mot everyone thinks thim wey. My good frispd J.G. flelmz for ezemple ueed to
rend all the important hooks, by wag tunsd im to tbe curremts of coptemporery
thought, up tbare where it'y mt, getting toguther o bigh defimitiom picture of
the vary ¢ ot 14 an it the eoul of the sevemtiss. | tbink
iy Best Storius from Rew Worlds B which fiwglly broks him. Re case romd ape
mysning, depoeited a tea-chedt uf paperbacks ow my floor emd ymigrated to Symin -
the omerest bechvard sountry sbose 1 ke ¢obldn't todirstasd. Ba reands
oothing now encept old copies of Horde and Bousds i tbha Britieh Embasay Librery.

1t you tao bave beguw (o ley berbed wire sround ties froat door you'll be
Telleved to laarh that thare iy aw wntidote to this distoplam culture abock.
It's callad poatal¢ia and 3t's as prawalast io ¢f 1t 1e 1p the cinema and
thy record charta. Old books wre arill baisg pohlipbed which are totelly
lompcent of apy hareful Ibnovatiods, Whlch contain Ao Daw axplorativas of sodial
treads to become €1aturbad about. All they remain capadle of in this decadant
age 18 anterteinment, they relax the »ind, leaviog no bagging doubts about
wheathar the pammge just read wam » bri)liaot but obecure iasigbt or a priater's
errol

1a an idea) world | suppose all ut would be Jatd down 1 & cellar for a sinimus
Of ten yeara ta wllow it to bycowe obyalate betore peiog brought out Loto the
slare of publicatine. 4 Garadewuld derey woet of 1t lnto undangeroue ust,
what =as Jaft would bave Ratursd o ¢ut through grim reality 1ike vintage boose

Bath A ar of Smrdust and Orbit Uslimited have marged from bhiberoation 1o
tha callar I put atoriee riret not in deference
to age - thoas date from am fay back em 1938 wp to 1960 - but moatalgically
because Mr. TUND was oRa o my first dimcoveries 1p tha genre and also coipoldent-
ally a co-foundar of the BAFA, (This does DOt quite Sake Rim & cORtempOCAPY

of Jules Verns, 1975 ssw bip paperback adaptations of Bpace 160D noe. 1 & 2. But
quickly back to the past...)

Evep flasbbacka €oa't pravent thass wight atorime from drivicg, 1o the wenmer
of the day, stzaight rn- bagikoing to 4bd ox » giogla uncomplicated thesme.
thaa in any datail without ustairly giviag the
guma gwey  What can be diaclased 14 thet T™®a charactars labour goder mora thaw
AT fair abare af menial sirmin. The barasvad centrs) figure of “The Belly of
Acberom" who heamaiven votcem as w touriat plpnet spacengs gchixoid ¢fter
wiping out a planat of talapsths iz “Survivs) Demgniel®, the berseved scisatist
whoss lunacy gets o the wey af biy importent discovery ip "Littls Gir) loet™,
the touviat sutfering 1#6lgliom on § mpace atytiom ib “The Eysa of $1lemce’,
the sgnostic payebotbernpist haxsd by a magician in "Eochenter‘s Bucounter'.
Timén wers hard wvan bafors the disrovery Of limar Spaca.

There im alea a tendency oxceeding statisticel sxpectetions for charsctere
to euffer from bed feet. “'Ampe", the latem and most dowsbeat of these atoriee,
deacribes the reletionghip of m spacemsn fatallly injured im the lower sstresitiap
with his equally Jamaged ppacepbip, Other atories raogs fros sacretariee with
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t1g3t wboms k0 militer; men with crinpled laga A useful device for flenning wut
» character io ao 1saleted story, but a proceaslan of figyrem Timptog thugh &
boos makes one 1oog for rhe novelty of & braokén arm OF 4 mimsiog ear

Thars were problens certaloly, both menptal and pedul, inthe futyre af the
fift1es, dut whots prodlens cep te ac end 10 tbeasslves far moders writers they
unre there to bte ovarcome for £.C, Tudbd Todividusla aay get It straight
oD tbe knsecaps but they soldier oo To ¢ bappy sndiog? Sometieas. byt
aved AT hig grimprs«. whao for sxample the world e threstened with daptruction
by the suicide) ecieptist ip “Little Gird Lont", the fipal septecce bme & cbar—
acter limpiog towards che sbort button. Tubb alwaye svaida the Lotally black
e0ding. Rla characters may sutfer from depredaion dut tbe acyle La far from
depresdiva. Their prodlems ars oor our problens and cthud we can aafely épjoy
tbex. 1It'y ynwopbis ticated wnd unfeabiongble wnd great aruff.

Aod pos Dzbit Usllaitad to ®which 1be honourd io aur battle of tbe oldive
muat be givea. Poul Anderson 3¢ sftar sl1 Amarican ¥hich ia even wefrder tdao
4 mere msgchrosiae. The Atlaptic 1 2000 83 any cellar for eope of Abderaan’s
books. Tnaign Floundry tack ten years to pake it acrazs, it wee « loog thb
yenrs befors Orvit Unlimiced raached Hritiah stores  Pubitabiog of course
2m wcodomic €TisiM 40d Poul Aadardon 1w & alav aslamer.

Appaaricg se three swparsts coveltis tso different
aod 1680 tbu jolve af tba 1981 coval bardly sboy  Tbe cherscters provide

ty, weldinog tog three ti tbe ooreal 1des quots 300 three peparate
drapatic crises  Poter Nichol described the typical Aoderson che
wo Americe-Capitsliat-huckater gmatiat, Wno would dare argue with mo
srudite u portralt? Buck ap ACAP 14 Svobods who bas mamouvered bia wey up
through the rigid socie) layare of tie futurs to becows tbe Commiwaionar of
Peychologics, ooe of tde privileged group of Gusrdisns  The masexe, 3
1lliterste, are opinted by preguatin ppiog agsttcian end earijueve  Sendwiched
betwesn the two axtremas are the profasaionsl oiddle clueses, ecioutists and
technicieoa, vho mre sbowing sigue of uasrest They beiieve ip Copatitutionalism,
& phlilasopby which bas more than & loase connection with American-Capitallet-
buckatur-praguatism There is & surprise deygopment ip cthia firet aaction
whbich fear of the SFUA snfofcara preventa s from revesling. Woat I cap aay ia
that Gvoboda, realisiog the th t to the ryliog Guerdimo:, pttempts ta destray
Tbe middla cla by clowiog their retiopalist echoole snd replacing them with
inferior soti-sgucetionul eptablighmanty wherz the next widdle clmae generationo
urs reduced to prole meotality. What elpe cat tbe alddie clsanes o under the
circummtenc but emigrace?

lcows bacx. | wypach st that point you stsggerad swuerel paces scross (he
rocw. wp unstendy o> tbe pine a» wn E.C. Tubb hero. before collepsiog o ap
RAE{Ting €wo0s oDto B0@e convenlent piece of furniture  What farealght! One
could almosl svesr PA had soae prascient vislon of Togland )a che seventiea under
the avll Wilgoo snd his comprebmtsive hoax. This Lt & pradictios which abguid

be chrodicled by s! blatorisss slongeide atow bosda wnd cospunicationa setelliten.

Bvobode atrasged son, Svododa Jr

4 lesding Conatituttonalist, takes us
late the atory of the emigratico. Ve an aatropaut Joabus Coffip ¢aptaine the
flyat of stersbips to the new)y discoverad plapst Rudtum. Cripim guring the
trip 1v overcose s3d Rustum ovectually ramched - for bere occure tbe msodstory
Bclentific problam, ap eleaent a. dly migped ip modero af ae locked raom
contaiping corpass lo Five-0 A muip with aneential equipment aboard
1s stzanded in » lethal radlation Deit and there 14 8o Way to reacue (t!

Ip part three of 1ha atory tde colody bus been eatablladed. (Right, Svobods
Jr thought up a may to rescue the squipment.) But Svoboda’e problema sre far
Irce over. Apderson is detarmined Lo polnt out €oWparisona hetwaen hia migratlon
and the colonination af the Amarican Ublead 96 Duve qnothey fentestlc
coloeideccs bera bip backgroywd r rch included Bollywood - you re Der tie

-




RANOE ARYIENE 1n

RIb T1ib Tio movis wheré Lhe OCpNAN 4N reacuéd from the vagle's oyrie? Harsly
resiraining his mesthing somtiment Swobods is buckwtered (ntn playing ths canirce
role, £ isto Llored lowlanda tg Tind Josbue COCfIiN’S rUDAwAP
sdopted ach. 1 4zpect the kid was lookimg for foster parenia wilb » mors oormsl
"ase. Hy thia timé we knO¥ the Charaziars vell saough to wade through the

COrd with them.  but origioal it jes’t . Yo oue can breatbe life iwto mn ACEP like
Acdoraap but sentimmant mits boawily co ACEP baadae.

A mimor criticism, though, for pace im meintained mnd the at
that pariod wera ptill umcomplicated with juat ancugh plmples startiog to abnm
to maha them ing, #4n ing ead enjoye read ard Do bad langusge.

THE COMING OF JTEELEYE by Saul Duon {Corcoot: Loodoo; 1876, 142 pp. 40p)

Revisved by Fhil Pay

The Coming Of Staeloye muat rate ma tha vorat Bf povel 1 herd rasd 1n the pant
T1vs years. It romds 11kd sowetbiog T. 0'Coonor Sloane rejacted from Amatibg
Starles im the 1930e.

The plox 1» shuple . 1s the BUch captury epecs 14 rulsd by a Isderatine of
planeta called the Sylvan Empire. Abotbar planet, Sroet, wante to jolo tbe
fedaratio= bacause the only ostivem on Zromt — the Eumigs - aré android and
taderation {iovaoted to haap out the Bumigs) asys that warh membar plamet
must cootsie “a chiid barm of « nuturel eothar™, fin tha Eymige decide tao create
a livs crastury Boo0sllad op & race " extinct in ths Upiv = - upn.  Th
sciantipt pickad to o ths job creatsa ¢ woman - while » rivel ecimntiat,

PIQuad st not gettlop the Job, ascretly cre 4 ¥an, Tha Hap 1s called Steelaye,
baCcauea inaiand of oha Of hioc omturm) 8yas ba Kas & Enmig €ya - & véry powarful
waspon that snablea bim Lo slart conquering the Univeres aingle-banded {or ebauld
it bo stogla-ayea?)

Which doamn’t 60 the benk justivo - 1t ia far worso than that. Stocloye and
Choos (tho Woman, | @ you Aldn't guoam) are creatsd from “bocks mod filme,
tapon and records....giv¥ing snect @taile of hia auatomy”, and within minutes af
creation the Womap le mak10a 3uch briliiani coamenta, to her aadroid craator, s

**1 wiah not to be naked,®
‘Wby?*
'Bocaurs. .bocmusa you are able to ose mo.'"

Mot OBlY & woeen, DUT & Rrude as well, ocbyicualy. Bteelsys senslhly restricts
biwaslf to loam rovealing commacte 1lke:

Y] am « Wan. 1 9111 laed yau. "

Tbe book 18 obviavaly tryimg to jump on tha hasdwagno of succaas craatad by
Doc Baith recsotly - £ tbe maws brand ©f space Opera. BUDATYSADODE COBM
apd go. but the bern goem on fnrever. But wbore Doc Smith bad good Qqualities,
Stoeleye has nona, Howaver out of date, or out of fashion thoy may be, tbe Dac
th bonka Ao kave same eort of plot and mama wort of charscters. Steeleye
bes mome ALl tha clsrscters are Cardbosard and tbe ptot 1e langhable  They
¢ould bé wores - for the prome cortsimly im; ['va sven betrar camlng off an 1704
compiiter. Hora ia a eawpla of i1ta brillimoce:

"Tho tiat tun lauschos woved at mpacé spesd, raring eacb ten,
perfactly alignad alosgeaida marh ather, thelr disruptors firlng
contiboouely, and = ¢odous 21aab a3ploded froo each hull, rending
avt flréework displaya of light abd heat, They wers equipped with a
high-tenpion, 11ght, miat awplasive, which wurroubded thair sdvabce
with wheat sevaod to tha apemy 11ke a haln af bright tlame. ™



' vECTOR T3/
1t ia » t ahame thai Corcaet, who were begiuniog to qetayiish & goad same f0
tbe of fiald with thalr dlet af Andersco, Coupar and Yonmagui, sboylc be rospons-
ible far puck rubbiek. Even worsa, Lt 14 tde LITat 0f & msries epectally
commisaionsd by thew. Lat us Ropr thatBey get 40A4 s3Dde, oOr tuste and caocel
thair plame for comtinviag ths serles ADA CORCEDEFAt® DN repairing tbelr
raputstion.

COAMIC CARBQUSEL by David S, Garnett (RBobarr Hala; 1976; £2.80; 192 pp; IEAN O-
T0R1-30023-2)

Revienod by Cbris Morgas

Wost paticesble gbout David Gurwett's writiog i¢ bis lack of atple. [ dan’t
®eap that bis £7le iu 80 careful me to be invisible; just that Re apsaks with
the sese volce throughput the eevep stories 1o thie collection (threa reprints
apé Four previously wapublimhad). It 45 » volce which ie oot secesasrily
compistent within w paragraph, but which i pever verisd deliberatemly to suit
® perticular story. Tule, ocouplad with tha fact that so )ittle trovble baa baen
taken to develop (or avem to dedcribe) sny of the ¢harecters, msans thar rhe
PtoTies here mtund or fall on origiaslity aloas.

The moat origioml is “The P 1 [ 2] 1on” (wbich d im Mew Rritiogs
1o BF 33 ua “Bgtthow™). Eartk ia ysiag otber worlds (whoms locEtign id lime amd
fpace 1a uncertaio) to provide livisg epece for ite old pesply. Thew iy inmtswt
Dy means 0f mattar tracamitiars. But whem aR4 af theas gatéways Mle 1t cuta off
and & Ralf housasd peDAlGaarda, elght guards ard » nmurse from food, air
aD4 water. ThOy expect iha fault ta be Mapmirad quickly. Wheo (L funt, the
QUATdS Teason ThAt tha gate may bevarkisg 1s ape diverttan vuly, mod Ehay bagis
to berd the old peopls rbrangh it. There 1a dimagreemsnt betwesn tha guards, wha
proceed to kil) offone smothar. The aurviviog goard esd the curse stay put
{(miraculonaly, the planat turos ont to ba {(mbsbitsblm), living togetbar for
alsoar fifty yaara Thén the gutawsy begins aparating onte mors, From Earth's
point af viaw it Dad bean out of action for joat ninety minutes. Ab, yws, muoy
and varled are tha affacts of relativity,

"Row Eear the Word" (from 24) 1e eNouf a radio aewsrasder sho ia unavers
ot biu talewt for propbecy. (AlL the 1teme which he edds to bis script, apparentiy
useoumciously, <ose true-) la be clsirvoyast or 5a he cobtralllog the futwre?
Thila tha idaa i» pot totally origlne), it does nske for an iptriguisg etory. [t's
& pity the endiog 15 30 lawe.

The caly Don-reprint story sbich I epjoyad is the appropriately cleled
*Adventure of a fixone Age Man™ 1t 18 a4 complax and rathar plainti tale concers—
ing s Jouraallat who pursues bls gory (of interstellar coa?lict) from aone
planet to apokher, and even back through tims, uptil he ia ceught in ¢ parsdox.

Of the other Cfoor pleces, two are hackmeysnd and two ere plotleas. [a all
bonesty I caanot recosmend this rolle¢ticn, But &
undiwcr: lag may figd g bere to

.
THE TEATH PLANET by Bdwand Cooper {Caranet; London: 1974; 80p; 192 pp; I5BM 0-340
20513-1)

Raviswnd by Chris Borgen
Whither at?

It'a a question Waich has heen asked bafore, but the atawer plwnys nasan top
be differant. If eaytbiag is certais 1t’s that of is fo the middle of e quantity
boom. Far the US [ bave a figure {trom Locoa) af B90 titlee (hardback end paper-
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bach, orighuls and reprintes) publiebed during 1973, wbich im a 23% fuceoasa avar
1974. Por Britalo 1 Daven’i asea any stetiatirs, bPut tbe trond 1e obriows to
4nyoRe «ith eyos: LoORALOD AhElvAM Ard T4rTYIog eoré 4f that ever bafors, mors
publishérs mre lasulbx Bore Bf 111148 per BONtE than ever bofare. Thim ia mot
thy very begianing ot the upsurgs im sf, alth Tha jucresss bhus baen abrlous
over aevaral yesrs now, which peans that the public are demsodiog wore of. (Ao
1 6 10 juet ODa ymar could bm dus to €Dy EUSHer of fuctors: e etomdy jocromans
owsr f1vs yesrs L» prima facie svidence of & cangé 1D remdibg tmotom.) Amd
Tamsabyr that 1975 = & bad year for pwbllebt B geseral.

1 fiod it lwlerestiby tbal, amt of =i) this =f publiabad, acurcely « aingle
titla - $o Britslo, sbyway - ellber mskes = lo or kocomas & ruseway bestaal
Wby oply 4f tO @ake the Sunday Timéa best-deller listioge (s 18753, apart trom
Irioge 1temp 1ike & [mporis) Barth.) 8o tbha w
raRdaT 18 04mandiox ourd 81, bul ip an undiscrimnetiug way, asd ia as likaly to
byy » copy 02 the 1a ¢ Hook, Porry Abodan aor Btar Trak Log s ths latest oovel
by 1Ls Guin, Bllvorberg or Dick. Bo. wby mboold a? awthors bother 1o writa raraful
1iterate novelw which bave dapth and moaping. wheo they could writs shallow
ruvbiak I8 = quartor of tha timo st the aamc payment par book? OQuvip for pavaonal
pride, I yuoes.

Tb» resmlt 18 Lhatl oome of mulbors (thmtk goodowsd) conlimué Lo wrile literatnre
Othera bom pefors tae 11de of camkercislise acd, regardiess of their abllity, write
crud, dod occanlonaly & Aumlity writar gives up writloy lo dempmir mb thie #itu-
atign {(sew ¥octor Td). 1t's Lrool¢ to think that the lminet oovels by Robert
Siivarderg (Dylag I061¢5) and Edmubd Ccaper (The Tabth Plaont) to spposr lo UK
paperback - both are Demly semiluble - will probably =el) out 1he¢ samé Duwber
of copisa Wnile Dylag Ioside 1» the aummit of achisvement by a vary fine
writar, Yhe Yentb Plaast 1s deliberate Trud by « welter «ho can do » 10T batter
than thia

The

ptb Plaset us » standard “elomper awakes'" siory about & dand apaceman
=0 rougbt back ta 1ife sfter umptesc ibousand ymars, by - im tbim came - tho
reananta of busanity who sre lrloy wdergrousd om tbe eolar eystom’s tectb plaost -
Minarya - which Le way beyond Plutc  The £3ret peopls whom Che revived spstemss,
Hani Iton, aass are (Qurprise, surprieal) a deauriful gir) eud bar old, white-
hatrad acleaciet fetbar. Tbe latrer's firat wordd are: “Grastiuge, 1drls Aumiltos
| am yOUr PAyCho-aUrReco ARO YaU bave Dasn ay Jife's work. Whed FOu ¥arse Rrought
tn NingTva - 0O Bare (haR & BanOful of dessicated tissue - 1 %us o young man. 1
draramd (he imposalhle dréms. [ dreamead of resioring you to Full comsclovspede.

| have apant ap Life tc that end, [t haa Dasn & 1ong, bard task . ™ (p. 34)

That e & [air sanple Of tbe hoak s =vaden Olalogue &nd wenral palvaty of approach.

You bt logically axpect Hamt1ton to ba grataful, sod to Vive bappily with
thesé plemocant, pescasbla poopla. (11'm anly 7000 AD, aa they'rs atill fully
buwan.) But tha authpr sas dstarnined to writa & mov toll of tuitoye aay and
vicleoce, Ho Bamilton 1a ubgraleful, making upprovoked attacke oa YArious mempers
enriety (xL11ing onn of tbew), rafusiog (becausa of hie mals chauviniat
) %0 aCLopr the anclety’e 11bsTal seausl maras and gning bimsalt with
Ldanke ta adp atiempi to destray the Winervan
clvllleation. TWasilton acoss far 1hie Ls eimple: be 18 from Earth and thara-
fore bettar Uhan moybody élaa.

han Norman Splarad porirayed thia ki1nd of airk, jingoiatic sttitude im s
"Hitler™ ncvel, The Irod Dremw, be was iDteoi on e1og 1t by mambDa of over-
gloriticstlon. By contradt, Edsund Coopdy trd to ahow Hamilton «# (ba good guy.
the hero wbo wima out 1u the oud: amatber victory far seasslese violsace aad
bott msle and oatiomalisiic cbavrluiss. ADd while 1°m twlexing ¢ hoife 1'g 1
10 mantioa tbe rip-off of Barl Baldoo {ftrom Aelaor'e Foumdatrion trilogy. of coures)
*bich otcmrn cloes to the pod of the book. Tha Tanth Plaoal susl bave taled
Edsund Coopur all of twa or three weaoks io write, back io 1973 ( Lt flrat sppeared
Ip Bardcover in 1973}, allowing bim to wale sudy woosy omt of rhe uadiscrislasting
deaudd tfor mt.
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Assuning that Sturgeon's Law 1s correct and thet 208 of everytbing 18 crod. 1scluding
Bot of » 1t veoma to ee that tha current boom, tocumisg oa qunntn, Tather tham
quality, could iscrasse That percastage, AriviDpg Qut the good that reamips., 1t's
elready driven aut the hast, ip the persos of Bobert Bilvsrbarg. Let’s bopu ke
ise't going to be fallowed by more, amd that ¢ven ba will change kis »ind within

& your or tvo.

30 - whither #¢? 1'm DOt wure, Dut 4f books like The Teatw Planet can gmt into
priat them 1'sm not very bopstul.

TIME'S LAST GIFT by Philip Jose Farmor (Panthar; 170; London: 173 pp; 30p; [5@e
0-640-04200-1)

Revieved by Chrietopher D, Ew

is a drte A : mdopt om cowplutiag »
povel 1a to try te thipk of 4 single demtence which sums up uy feelimg ebamt
the bool, aad warkiag Zrom thiw basie, with the aid of potes takeo wailet resdiog,
bagio ta ahape & oritigue. Uy reaction op completing Time's Last Gift wae: By,
bum, wot & dull bood.

About four pages inta this aoval - 1t's a time-travel atory, folke - it
otcurred to ma Lhat the prose possesasd & stald, sefulous quallty quita mncher-
sqtaristic of suck of tbe axthar‘s previcus work. I secalled iba ipvenfion and
etyiintic Lanavation so freely B reln 1D such tales as '"Riders of the Purpla
Wage' amd Tar Alive. Was 1 readiog the sama sutbar? Unforiuastely, yes.

30, od pege 39, ws bavs the time-trevellers iz bot pursuit of mest-robbers
acroas tha lemducape 0f Preasmce 10 the year 12,000 BC:

“They oroased the plass vhile golog toward aome billa abowt o
huadred feeat Righ on the borlizon. Ibn tha distgacse, to hath lafe
and phght, vars bards af gray-b wod rain-
fdesr. A pach of & doxun bhyanas skulked alpsg babiod thy reiodesr.
A browa-gray f0x Aped ncrose tha plaim sfter a hare ssd presastly
cangbt 1.

Mow, this (an’t bud wriring. Images mro sdoquataly Oomwaysd and the remder wequirss
» cartain sabtal picturs of the acena. But tha prode porwse =0 Lmagery, 1t
cotvAya &4 mausge of movemsat, of 1ife, 0} tbe amel) acd feel of the eovirommest,

of “be there™. It reads, in Zsct, like & report.

The ahove pasengs sata the acepsa for the reat of the baok. Tha time—travallsrs
waRder ovar balf of Europe durisg thair four yaar atay in the pest, They come
ipto coptact with wany differept tribes of people axd eurvive various hsaerdous
spcountere And al) tha while the reader remsine firmly rooted 1o the present day.

My do eome writers of provem ¢hility tura out woryke which ere substanderd?
Dosé ¢f yay 30 badly tbat the full-tias author 1¢ fOorced imto produciog a book
charscterined by iseofficieat thought, a disragsrd for style aad luagivative
quality, & blithe uncapcers for that sectiom of hie readiog public which
requiree just a little more that 1a8 of vords arranged io grammaticel order?
Woat was 1a Philip Parmer’s mind 9 ba wrota this povel? Did ba hawe AD trgant
sortgage ta hoaowr? A 1y - at of pl to Am
Moapitel bi1l) for tha treateens of flacold gny nattor?

Tha infurlating thing about tbis is that Time Last G1ft 1a mot & bad boon;
Farmar 18 too aoch 4 professiossl for that. Tt's simply as unconsidered, uninvolead
work. Wy guass 1¢ that it vad writteo as 2 one-off project with few, if eiy. ra-
vieiona, or » . Ooe tba comp pagen coming off the typs-
> #1%0 rity, apd the leted manyacript befog matled to the
weblinbers betfore the ink bad dried on tbhe Fius) full etop. Na doubt tha autbhor
prowptly relegated the book t0 s lowar level of bie mesory and got oo with mora
serious work. Ba, tao, will bis reedevs.
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PATRON OF THE ARTE 2y Willlam Rotaler (The Elmfield Prass; Leeds; 197¢; 210 pp:
£4.50; ISEN 0-7057-0042-3)

Ravieved by Chriatopber D, Eymns

Oue of tbs raiecos é'stre givep to science fictiap ia tbat i1 ia capahla at
tachling tbemee which maluetreas fictiop cannot acoommodace of tavearigate folly.
WMetbar or act tbia le trus, it saems ta =6 that 5f as & gears bam pyolved the tools
for dealiag itk certain moral aad phllosophicsl dilsamay whick sre vot, at preseat,
open o prectiosl Arufy. The af writer extrapolatee, subetituting literary lmag-
Laattop for physical mesaursseat, thus giviog ue e glimpse of pomeinilitias.

12 sdditiop, Re may select devicae which emebla kis to imvestigate particular
aspucts of & prodlem vhile laying others In absyanca.

ta Tha Noae, Charlem Barnesn lored the relaticastily b
art, with o viev to sateblishiag their compatibility. 1o Patron of The

N bie quastlans with the i aacy
and urgepcy of Haraess - there's a good deal of Jlanatr-boppisg, lovmmeking ead
fighting 1o hatwans - boiths 127DV yamaios.

O ap earth of the nDaar futuye the nav arr fora la the asasatron oube, & thres
dineosional image cepabla of movamsnt and thy tresaisgion of amotigba. Tha artlat,
wvhen oreeiing the cuba, t Ba able ta amaipylate camarss, ¥EG maachioes, sipha
and bata vave recordara and 2o of, tO producs tha effect he daniran. Bea suat,
in abori, be tachnicglly wa wall wenthatically profiotient, aad (t i sigaificamt
that the highly telantad srtiet Michuel Cilemto eventually mekea a3 discowery of
greac solantific  impartasmce,

¥all-sxecuted cubea oan be #6 lifalika as ta be glmast efegl. Cilanto is
conslueioned by Briaa Tharas, the “Petron” af the title, to producs & coba of
bis wife. This he Acea, ta graal AFtlatia effsct, and pramptly elopas eith
bis subject. At this point ] axpactad tha bhgplasa Tharas to fall 18 lowve Witk
the sansatran jmage, Dut oo, the Avthor moves o4 aff tO Mars, vhere Thopos acquires
& bav 10wy, eurvives eeveral esessnicaticn etteeptd exd tioally diecovem the kay
to ths wniverse.

Btated thue, the plot msy mound trite, kwt Roteler develope the mtory well,
alded by some vigoroue chavectariestioo and well-realiesd miliew. One of the
wors iptevesting devalopsents 1o modern atf is thst the mewer, batter nf writers
are capable af iavanting off-world socleties wbich havs thelir owo social and
cultural ordeys mod are 26t as=ply aocdels of GuUr owa sonisty ®ith aNOtic cames.
Botaldr's novomertiens are e blumt, peopla, 1w with the
aveterity of their euvirooment and tbeir immedints comcerné with survivel. The
author 1a awara that iiving comditlops and attitudes woold ke tempersd by locs)
Zactor

Ratular citsa Ueipleio es an influeacs, and tbe protegoniat of this zovel e
& typically Heinlainias charactay. Thorne ia wary rich and powerful; e bas ¢
assculisity complex ( sltbaugh the sutbhar La at palna to deny thia) and be poss-
aspas bigh mestbetic fedgment - ¢ kind of athlacte Jybal Harahsw aprings to alad.
We 2l30 bave the frowtier spirit found io many af Hainlein'g books ra—amergiag
1w Rotsler’s suvomartlans, and, 1o tbe early cbaptere of the sovel, the chersciera
iudulge in & 1ively detaie oa the merits of variows works of art. Thumkfully,
Rotular ta 12sa inciined thas Welalatn to lat bis crestiooe presch, or perkaype
At'm alaply thar whea n Nainlaia character diEpanses & theary of peraonal worality
whleh ¢confiicts with ouwr own w¢ ere iaclisdd 1o view 1t with suspiclan, but

whan Notel charecturs discoss art we more rogdily gllow them the banafit
of perecoal prefarence

Patrom of the Arte t» o6 om a sbort story of the ¢uss name wvhich was o
Bebula sominae. tuler u macy of the toolw iaberitad frow bhis predecessors

Ln tba flarda, coabining them with & haen ays for charscterisetioa and e fludd
styllatic ¢pprouch to profoca a book which abould have & broad aypss)l. Two wimor
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ge: oo pags 1) “1dicmeilc” skould bave bean “1diosFec-
rieasting” would dave been hetrer am “dleariastutiog .

ratic”, upd ab page 70
.

AJMAGEDDOR 2419 AD by Pu1)1p Fraacis Mowlan (Pastbarc: Lomdan; 1976; 180 pp; 50p)

Revinwed by Phi) Stephenamo-Teyna

With tbe currest noetalgla craze which (5 ruoniog through af, ] euppose it wuo
= that thie, the “Origima) Buck Rogers Hovel”, would appeer soaner or
Howsvar, anyome with fopd mamprisa of tba Buck Rogers carioos strlp or
radia ahow skll proveviy be surprised and diseppoloted with this book

Aothony Bogars, im masrch of “redicective gas' im 1037 tor bis cowpasy ie
trapped in n rave where an unwsus) form of “radicactive gas” puts kim is Suspemded
apiksiion. Hs wakep io 3412 to [isd the world radically diffarast to the cao be
uney. Ba fimda that the Pirst Sorld Wer wae 10llowed by @ escond io which Burope
uplted egaintl imerica ta bromk the Latter's scomomtc pawar, Thie war was &
PPETELC ¥ictary for the Amaricanms and both dmarjca and furppe ware thaw ovarrus
by tbe Babs fram Maogolis. ¥Por the laet thres camturies tha Hess beve roled
the world, but Bave abut thmmselvea away io their splandtd clties.

Meuoubily, & Large aad powevtul ryeletance FOFce ha» growm Wp 10 the Amgricas
wilde, asd bas devsloped « sclentific twchknology that Lu places excweds thmt of
the Bans. Whan Antbooy Roge
uprieing ageipst the Hanp and, with hie intimsts Enowledge of the fighting
tachoigues used 1in the First World War, ke la able to producs a 2arge pumber of
usetul 1ases, for which Largest Eroup of Asericass esg
Isade tha firet full-scale ettack on t

Thich amems far rar uved from the Buck Aogers a? legand - which 3t la.
Armagoddon 3418 4D 1a tha book that « ad Buck Rogars off, but Lt 1a sotl itgal?
n-ny part of the camom va wan » Hara, fightiog destardly viliaina,
il Lluasa and mcatisg twe oCc 1 frisaoly alt1am, Anthooy Wogerd La &
davotad to the tatal end marciloms ennihllation of ¢ race of pacpla.

Which, im ftaplf, s the boak's mals fault - tha rolatliomskip botwses tbe
Hane and tho smoricams (» too clearly Black amd Waite, » good Ham woing =
contradictioa in tearms. [n a briaf opllogus, Rogera looka back st the pariad of
the war and, recalling tha 1otensity and “bloadthivatisesa™ of the times.  ha
vatinoalisaa by asying:

“Had the Haos besv ragiog ti, oF raptlles, wavld wa hawva
aparod thom? And whao im thalr centuries of dagradatiap
they bud destroysd (R eculy ®ITRLE {bamee) wars they in
any way muparior to tigers or #baked? To bave scranded
warcy would have biass auicide.”

and, later, ha talks about the reactian of kia wife, Wilma:

“That monatrosity among the racas of sap SRich originated
an » hybrid somevhars 1n the darkX festasssas of ipt
dxln, and apresd itaelf ike ax juhumas Blight over tha
taca of the gloke - (o7 that raco, like all af us, ake
telt aothing mut horror and tbe irresiatible urge to
extarmiastias. ™

All ot whirh 10 a 11ttla out of place ia the “tolarani” 1M70a

Oon must make allowasc of comrs tor the BOok s baimg 48 yoara ald. Navlad
koowlcdge at wartaro and sclience srs 1i1RItad ta the 1930w and enrll. - ba plmtes
far toc graat an amphasia op tha sificecy af ariillery barrage, far imatanmca.

Also, am was thy t(ramd of tha day, be trise to sxpluim gcientifically the davicea
of tha book (wulch 1mclude anti-grawity, lity ang d1 rays) In
jergon which le virinally wnreadabile, PFortunatsly thie, 1m the . Just comprinas
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oh4 chaptay {Chaptar 9) which cam be omitted with pc barm to tha atory.
In 411, L%'s not a bad book, tbough - much better than many Others from the

s4ma perivd. 30 if you'ra in ¢h the Doatalgie crase, you'd probadly eajoy it -
it pot, the 850-ysar-0ld etyle wovuld probably irritets you.

PITMAN‘S PROGRESS by Donglus M. Magom {The Blutield Prees; Leeds; 1978 24.80;
172 pp; 161W 0-7075-0081-8)

THE MALE RESPONGE by Brian W. Aldies (Paather; Londow; 197¢; €0p; 234 pp; IGGR
{-BE8-04310-1)

Raviowed by Jamas Corley
“Death's beon goilag om ¢ long tima. Somebody must bave worked sasathiog aut.™

A wor¥id but usderetandedls topic to wues om 12, like Pitman, you Save Jjust
oblitersted yoursalf in s <ar crash. RNovever es another, more peraepti ictin
©of our mtrocions road syatem pointa cut “1 tbought thera was fair dealin' ip the
wver affay, ALl T cap suy $» it's @ Pight bugget‘a suddle ™

The unfortguute Pitaupn diecovard guickly tbet desth ia such like 1ife only
ba ip oow invisible to all eicept other phantoms, ke cam walk tbrough walle,
transport Wlmeelf through space aRd Lime, aad frightan dogs. Gut there 13 a
#ad lack of palitical comacioagiaga 00 tha aptrsl plansa of England, in fact,
thara 14 a bogger‘e wuddle wvhick would wot dlsgrace sowetova Chicego.

The late departed Dava divigad iato Two facticas, Tha Organiasr's mab who
ors baddian and the Omege Peopla who are goodien. There ars no doubt metapbysical
Teasons for the fact that the baddies weer bluck pullovers and the goodies white
ones. Beaimg of evil imclination the are 1y piaking on tbe
goadiea, sttsaptiog ¢o abduct them from tha ectoplagmic spartmant block aracted
ing1de the local cutbedrs) and drey thes into tbe lascivious mawe of the #cto-
pPlasmic eocampment oo the local rece course.

Pitean fighte back.

Gaving discusesd tby ylot we wust turh to the phllosaphicel impllcations. Nr
zeon wil) have wo truet with all the ponmenes perpetrated down the u by Bell-
fire p b blate and spiritualiste ecundiag lusilmous trmpete
de suggests, nm: hia apinian ia as good Ad the Daxt man’'s, that ibs afterworld
coasiate of baddias chaping goodies. It must be sdalttsd that tha fowndations of
this katology coataia certsio logicel flews end jpeobaltmnci
guess). But ip fairness the mame complaint might be levell
best-sallara like Ths Tibetan Book af rhe Dead.

Tha suspsasivn af Aiadbelisd whioh My Mesop asks us to eake is pot atded ut
411 by bis cboewn - Almopt 11y & 1d is lass
plaueivle thaw ¢ completely bissrre On¢. Thase apooka Inhabit the commoaplaece
warld of supermarkets, bunes aad office blocks. Ther do Dot eves compleiely at
boms. Wa expect gasatbing add ebout ths barasfrar, tbe odder the bsttar: kow
1y for sxample tbe ghoulish ambi of L ‘a abort atortea gosa dowp
®idalght mamra. But expect no tiogliog eplues from Pitmen's Progres Tha
pakar 18 highlighted By & Darrawing of the credibility gap vheo Piteap accidentally
traseporse bimeel? back iu tima. The quaiat idicssucrasing of the yaar 1613
laesan the alienation batwasn the rasder and charncisre. Gbosts i» étagecoachus,
Fea. Ob the tap dack of bus though?

Before you sccese mv 0f Dsyroweinded tewporal prajudica wa sust alt back and
celwly think a while about tais jarring fector B the schama of thiage: deaatb im,
after all, only Hetura's may of talling us to slow down. A atory ebou life
atter dasth must bs o fantasy. But Mr Mspoo basm mot adoptad tha conveations of
fantany. We has Llastamd opted Cor a mciepce Pictiondal ewperbero story. uaimg
desth anly as ¢ way of giving %is superberc superpowsrs - the sbility to tela-
trabsport like Gllbert Gowed im World of Wull-A and the abllity to ipstantaneouely
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construct by the power af ths mind iruncheons, machiDe guoe and, vhuo tba <hips
ave dowp, a Cemturion tank, Ob yea, ghosts cao by ki1led, sioce LY you have
Superheross you @uat havi greeo Kryptomit¥e (o provide drasatic tanplon. Still,
KL1llog gboste 18 an uneasy coroer Lo =rlté yoursalf loto.

A Burchao adwsature atory Lo = Ientuey petting and & ocieoce fictlos bero with,
before I farget, overtooes of trud romaoca 01) and water are rachlaesly poured
Oovar chelh and che but wot aven a wolvent of actapl <€aN homcgomize 3L all.
4 cONGUINt10E prize though far bravcly altowptisg SOEEBINg OUT of the Ordimkry.
=& (bs ghomt that hsuots the ruined library of Corley Castlé im mpt to woas,
“Bottér remd than deao™

Sosethlog very ordimary tm Briagn 4ldi
the paycbic wavem of sbock ant borror let
atf 1061, He's Ilmprovad since twen.

a The Male Response. To quell
plato thal this was wriltes io far

t3 yemral So akart and yat mo lpag 50 full of locidoot: the wisd of chasge
acrods the Dark Coatioant, thea white heat of the tschpologicel ravolution, and
oot L t. ar m0 they tall ms, the Permismive Soclaty. |If tbie were 1961 agmtn,
wnd I esked to Sevies a Novel wilh guarmnlsed ond hundred par cant butlt-im
obpnlyscencs ) mbould 11ka ta thiok [ wauld advise e stary aboul & computer
faean looking for oex 1w Adrica.

AIter & dscade «nd & balf the asy iF 40 restreined 1t°e & ehock to raad 1t
the deecription of backward Unbalathorp and 1¥9 Rétives seems patronising eftar
balf & genération; and aftar three cospuler geénérsticos 1he tia box igelde which
a mao sits with a ticker-tupe sachioe mak@éd you wibce.

Time cut be €0 Crus). It was ¢ mietaks to re-lemue this particuvler Aldiap
1t wvasm a mintuko tO ménd & raview Copy 10 Yector because 1t 1su't »tf.

8o why weptlop 1(7 Guesk ryuanga for «)1 the suparior smesrs of the philiat-
ines  Ws wsy 00t yat bave ap Laaorval Skaskspears but bya 0d letge 5f ehows Ite
wriokles lasa thap caiosiream tiction. Pitman's Progreme will nallow with age;
1o 1901 wheo buow ard mé yusiot 48 sLagecoaches 1L Day 4ved bo credible. Bul
The Male po! waw balLor left demd (hun read.

TRE GUIZXR by Alan Gavnar (Haumiab Hamilton; 1676; 213 pp; ©£4.003

Wevlevad by PALL Pay

0f all the writere regarded as being om tha “'fringa™ Q' I', Alan Garser must

aunrsly ba coa af tha aoslL e, Bie metl Taotasles “l
ivdutoms of Brisiogamsn axd The Nogh of Gomeath wop bim = place in many ehildres’

hearta, and his more racent, demsnly interwoveh, Red Ebift, ham gainad him wida-
Spreed acclai® ae ub adult avthor. Thum t appsaranca of ¢ new book Ny Garper
L mlwayd wortd motimg, wvaa ¥bap It appasrs as usaanounced as [hla apa.

The guiser (or guiser) was s ector in & womming play, scaswhst adio to ¢
Jester of madleval courts, or ta tba srigimel civeus clowse, Ne rapresents sil
thatr le comicn), grutamque abd cuanieg Ls Ess; at the ease Lime Do represaotd Che
Godkend im Man. I him widest semes, b &leo plays an lolagral part im the
elsvstlion of ean fros basst to intelligesce.

The book 1¢ syhtitled “A Book of Paole™ and It 18 prabably as tba Fool that
The Guinar le besat kaown today. Rikar asm the primitive willage fool - whers folly
w8 ranaidared akia to dlvlaity, and tha fool & moothplace of tbe Gods - or we
tho tirst {amd lmat) of tho Taral trusps  As Richsrd Caveudieh pute it (u Nla
racgnt book om tha rot;

“Ba la markud xero far Ha-thing, the imdafinable asd Liwiiless
mource of all things... tba Paol 1e ths diviee Spirit about to
dancand 1uto the ahyas at the baglnoisg of Lime. Ba is alec the
perfected spirit ot Was approaching the Godbaed. . .If ke iu mad,
Lt 18 & baly madaess.™
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That Garpar bae doas 10 this bOOK Lm twofold. Firatly he baa demosetr ¢ bow
widosprand tho primitive balief in tho Guixer waa In all arthologies shd laganda,
froe 1celand to Junatre, hs has hie counterpart - tbe falk-kéra wbo wase reapoos-
1ble for introduciop easkiné ko tire asd desid sod al) ths otber thioge primitive
was faumd iscomprabebsible. Garoar usse eytracia from a Yerge number of thoss
logends - edapting mnma, mditing othars mnd rewriting the rast - to butld ala
bnok. We alsc orgaslses thew %o represent the thrae - to bhim - ectin) rolos

Of tha Guizer: (bé Guirer sd Fool, (he Guixer as Uan and iby Gui s God.

Tho Guizér am Fool reprédents tbe folly wa would cell childliks, Isaocest
apd pramkieh - » %kiod of primaryl Brar Rgbbit playing trichm on the Godsa. Por hie
main axanple {w this cactlon Garner turns to tbe Bpidar eTories of tbe Akan
Anbantl of Ghe Tbe aplder stories are vevally sboul a apifer - Xwsko Awacas -
but 10 tbe trivesmon the epider was coly = manmifastation of childigh decatt snd
cuanibg, aod @0 aomn taléa in the camnm do mnt fa
tbe melectico Gamer has chosen we Lsern how EwaXeo ADADES brougbt wisdow and
dizagaas to maskind. Tb® metives a11ll bold wuch = bellef io the pawsr at Eveku
ADANma that cach atory muet ba prefaced with ths ritual "We do not reslly masn,
we do oot really moun, that shet = sey 1» true”,

Tho amcomd asction - the Guiter 4 Mum - 1Dtroduces & far mors femlll
figure, that of Faust. Were (be €p#aDce Of the Qulzer Is huise folly, the meD Wbo
obtaln Torblddon koowladge fram the Gods %y owa mesns or ssptbar. A large parl
of this ssclion im devoted to the serly Flemisb lagend of §ir Balewyn (which bas
ocoly coma down to us L m l@th captury versiom, writteo is 15tk century Freoch,
by Charlas ds Coeter, based om earliier » The kpowladge 31r Oslevyn sveks
ig that of etrength and Dasuty, for bs 18 waak wad ugly. But tbe sacrot, whep
ba anteins 1t, 18 & terribla obs. forclag bim to perlodicmlly alay m virgla - for
®hioh JUsT Fetributloo is exacted in the ond.

The GuizaT a® God 1@ tha BOMt coplex, aBd yat WosC nsarly complste. facat
The maln sxtract bare coses irom the Hare cycle ofthe Winmabago Sinux. Hare (=
barn with » buman mothar aod » divine fathar end = As to pawa on to hia
“auats end uorlas” (tho humawa) many of tha gacrets of his grandparanta (tha Onda).
He differa fTOom Kwaky Anange salaly 1n tbat Hare 1a eware tbat he has & purpoee
o 1ife - to mako Emr(h poaceful far him uoclos und munis - while Weaku Ansome
waa Just & fonliak trickmtor. So Hara drives away all tho dangeraus birde,
anlsale and aplrits, fattane up tha R1N and the Pwer for eating, and s 4 tho
DOk (0 eterpa) allagavce However, Life cannot ba all gavd, for =a bia wrand-
mothor ways:

“1# the poople live farever tbey will soan 7111 up the Eacrh.
Thova would be mara mufforing that thorp Lm maw. far samo

paople would always be 1p want of food LT they suitiplies greatly.
Thet 12 why overythisg h and.

And ec Daath must comé ko Maokiod.

4lan Garmer rogards The Guirer sa oba Gt Lhe sast challenglag hooks ba bas
writtan, end it ip oot b hy. Ra has triod ta captare im
fav words one of the baele facats of human conEciousnasa {the “trickmte
Jubglan seycbulogy) 400 O & grest dearse he oucceada. DBut Lt 1e & correspondingly
Aitficult book to got the beet from. A aingle, famt rosding preaonts it me
collection of amuaing talae, some 1a cutlendiek Euglisk (Garnar hae tried to
ratain the essential faal of 1he originsl tale 1D sach case) andéd some sanmingly
DoBmouss, @ut - like Garbar'a Bod Skift - = mécabd, more carsful rasding reveals
& lot heagath the surfacae.

1t gecma unlikaly thet The Guizer will ever bocome a vory popular bavke, but
1t could become ap L@portant ane 1t offers, 1o & ralativaly ataple msans
lasight into aom of ths bueic, universal facets of sanxind.
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THE NOOM CHAILDRER by Jack ¥illiamsoo (Tbe Tiefield Press; Leeds; 1978; 190 yp;
£4.50; 16BM 0-7087-0080~7)

Reviomed by Petar Npde
The Hoom Chiidreo im eet in the nat-roa-diatant future wben space exploration,
(catrolled by wn ipteroatlansl sgemwcy COSHDS) has fouad alien iife farme e
whero im the soler oyeram. Then a COSHMOS ebip even u Bysterious glow oo the
surface of tbe dark aide of the Moom, and a atrasge 1vsatellstion (percaived
differantly by each of tbe tbree man crow). The ahip Lands apd tha craw are
Jatar reacusd, barely slive, Baving left the sbip wnd rsturbad with quuotities
of strange blsck grit but minue their spa vite The thres later retorm to
Earth whare they each marry amd fathar a child. Two of ths cbildren, Fick wnd
{Val)Eyrie ars uanarviogly bright but the third, Guy, 1 a dull, beiry perody af
A buman beiong,

Thasa eventa and thoss thet follaw are merrated by Kim todiap, the brothar of
Quy's fatber, who iu the openiag pages wisbes “that cbance ed selected a hutter
blatoriss”. ©One can raelly oply egrea. The book falls unbappily batwsea thres
#roola: 4o agtoblography of Kl (the prablen here ia thal bs 18 ip bioself a
draery Iellow), a« bistory of the future (but pseuco-hiatory nseds to bs very
w&ll donw 4f it 13 to be imterastiang - this is ©oX), and tbirdly an saccount of the
woonchildren (yat tbey are off-stage such of the rime). The reault 1a an uscoavipe-
ing pantiche.

ther

lhwnﬂleinl 1is perhaps an odd word to use iu reviewing ecience fiction but
1t i» popathelese appropriate. The characterimaticas ere veah and stereotyped,
with the axceptiop of Kim's brotber Tow, vhose character ané motiwations can
only be gueseed at and who flila in and cut of the story in a moat bliarre
fashion. COEMOS (s u torslly udreal hody aud erana to exalt odly to giva
¥illiassor & vabicle for some ba - At oae poipt bhe vafers ta
“maw tingores ip tbe sandcastle of CORMIG™ - yet tble is pat really the right
metapbor: strev man im the one usually used

Tbe waic problen tbough ie the total ebsaoce of ground rules — i= the goures
of the children dlacovering tbeir purpose and achieviog 1t apything cabp bappen
and aosetimes doen, oo puch eo that wach new twiet of tha plot 18 robked of 1ts
impaat. Seience fiatlon conalsts gensrally iv the creation of new worlds dui to
be istersating these warlds muat bave tRelr own rules evea 1f they are radically
dlfferdot from the rulee of our gws world, It Tradgpires that the mopogrit was
left there by & galactic civilieatiom to raves) to it 1he existence of iwtelligent
1ife in the solar system. Once formed into ap object (csllad a naxode) by Guy
it then transaitted a measage to t lacies. The role of the other two then
beoama the coastruction of a tachyon termioel to enable the galactic shipe to
Jand. This tbhey evantually succased M doing and the galectice erriva to tesch
Eurthodp the svcreots of co-existeoce with slisa hloforme - for by this time
Zarth is being troubled by visits frow dendly foge aad avargy-draiviog spece
soakse which bave been agltated by men's explorstioo of the other plansts. Fair
4pough - but there are a lor of uban ®6 quistion, fHow 9id the COSMOS wep
survlee ta oollect the moon grit without thelr epace esuits? (¥bat, anyway,
happaoed to tha ypacesgits?) Wby cauld oply Guy aemsmble the pexods although
e hud shown Jittle sigp of jutelligence and subsequestly pute rha saxodes to
oss for bis owp purposse? Tioally, boe was 1t that after Guy Bed killed Nick
%o hiwself diad, was skimned by Toe and Xyria and came Dack to Lite as NiZk?1

Lastly, the writiog hes » curiouely juveslle quality - [ eay curiously
tecavas Willlamson 1a of course 1n bl sixtisa. It's bard to pip thie down
but parkeya it 16 to 60 with wany of the oharactors baviog vae—gyllable pames -
Kiw, Tow, Wick swam Yalkyrie iu momtly called Ky. Alao of couram 1dere are
the Jovianm mpace snakes, which 1 found bard ta take ssrigusly, So, it gives pe
uo pleasure to srite a wholly negative review, but thie book really has oo
radesmlog famtuved.
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FEIENDS COME 1N BOXES by Wichasl G. Couey (Spbare; Lovdoa: 1876; 160 pp; BUp)

Weriewsd by Phil Elsphowsen-Paynn

Wichaa) CoDey e writlmpg vi
e0ds Come ip Roxes be im

cansidorahly - Zrom 1lba gybyamql ko the superb. Ip
ur hia puak.

To ths cear futuré jmmortelily ss discovered, bat not via any elixir. [astead,
at ths age of fiky, the adull brais ie removed mod pul loto the {emlarged) brais
cavity of » eix-mooth pld cbild. But Lben the bumao b ta bogine to fall, and
ibura 1s pat siwaye a body availgble and a0, uolass you bave Praferrsd @tatus,
tbrre im a choica - eitbor put the braio 1o ao mndroid body, or kesp it 1o &
oulriewt malutico 3o a woxr with audio pickup and vocal chords - the Priendsbip
Boxom - unti) a bost body im avallable But asmdroids are uspopular mod 1bm vaitiog
Liat grows. Even whes tbe governeoot Lostitutes Tatal Domth - 3.a. na mo
Lranstars - for avery crimo 1t cwonot make up for the jocresaing fall 1o Girtbrate,
and mo the maiting list grows and grows.

411 this 1& background aacerial und 1e explained la a oMot prologue by
the guthor, Althouab tHim @4y 5088 a clubsy method 1t La vary suitable bars -
the social background $4 46 complex - mad fer BelLter Lhan al) the oxplenstary
(nterpolutad can Lioos which would attur=isé ba headed. Por ¥ich
18 04C roally sotorosted 1o tha ayatem - ho i« coocorbed witb the paop
The book im writton ma ths “espoira~ of Phillip Ewel), an android Tr.
and covera fiva incidenis with =hick he was Involvad.

Tbe tiret mlary, “Créche’. 1a aboul Eloanor Joues msd Nancy Blackett, both

@re ¢rimdd and both workiog 4t the samd Tramsfer Hoepital. Elsengr

t shie bap coacealead - insteandof handing It over o the avtboritive
oftor i3 wonths - and Wabcy 14 imvolved io slealing Dabiwoc fros the RoBpikal

(6 ##1L lo the illogal Black-mavhot Tramnier Surgeo Fbeo wath discovers the
other's mecrot 3t quickly bucomos a guestiva of wbo cas stfoclivoly blechsail =hom,

The aecond, “Mewer Girl™, coacerns Listor Jamca, r ptipoigt st & Traoafar
Baspltal, mnd Wary ATNIDACD, Who comas 0 taka out & foupla af “Frienda” to
Weep thas caspuny. [t 18 ROt ubtll shs hag I4fc tbat Liscop notices that oma
of tbe frivada is mlea culled Nary Atkineop - apd baa [be sumé ID numbwr]
5uddenly b bax coosiderabla powsr over thia very atiractive young girl - or mo
he tbioks.

“Manager in a reathar slowar atory. Lem Aosilead alwo tuksos oul a “f¢laod”
- bla motbar, Ade Anatesd, dapaite the fact Lhat sbs ie mlvaye camplalolas aod
demanding. 6ot thia tize she ia desacding sosethiog new - ao 11légal trabsfer -
and Laa finda Things aot quito turning out as he tbought.

‘A Womwno and Her Frisod” Lotroduces Cobey's aelf-etyled heroine, Alica Lander,
Preforred Status, who almo Lumhea out s "frispd" for compesy. But Eriesds are not
good coapany, particularly am tbe wailing liut 1o oirstcbiol to ibree yeara and mora.
So, dimtracted by the Priend s cootimusl ¢hulirer, ALICS Dakee o migtake - and 1n
this worid you rasnpt afford to sako mistakeo, sépécislly ool wilb & Frievd mny.

But it im really io the t stary, “Cherlity Ru that Tonay Introduces hia
wabbboroes and heroinom - tos ronogados of Bovey Tracey 2 peaceful comsuoity
wbo havs junt opted nut from the rat racs, Live tbalr three ecore yeora and tes
and thes - after mealng {haiv children begin LA#ir owo Tlvwn. Tbey are vat
aatiraly 1gaored by the Esiablliedment, but Aacm quite rapable of defeadiog Lhes—
solvea. ADd grudmally (belr ousbers suell an moro mnd more, iloriuding FPbilllp
Ewell, hecowe dleepcbanted with Iha outelde world.

Covay L= LIDg 0D vary bio ice in thim bock. Hm coocamtrates pursly oo &
alcrocosm of m System which, sp Ite eatirety mecsms totally usworkekls - and
succesds tharaby. He bus met bim mimge aDd brought an the players - and can eRlLreacs
um mufficimatly with the playara and th¢ play thbat we dos't notira tha holee is
the backcioth. Thia 1e a wary good and eojoyablys book - 1 Bope we eea many
aora Ilks bt frop Michasl Cooay In the futmre.
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THE WaN ¥ITH A THOUSARD RAMES by A.E. vep Vogt {Sidawichk and Jackson; Landoa; 1976
141 pp: 50p)

Neviaved by Phil P

1t bad seemed, recestly, that A.X.Yam Vogt bad completely lost his touch for
writing good #f., Substandard avvela 1lke TRe Darko: on Dismoadia end The Focret
ctica eppesred to be bia liafr. Thankfnlly, bowever, The Man With A Thousand

ile #t1ll nor Quitw up to Bi¢ o)d ptandayds, 1 a hopeful migp tbat be
iping hla tauveh.
The plot, am often bappans with van Vogi, 14 oot le for itm .

The protagomlat is Bteven Mastars, billioccaire's mon, who (s totally umed ta
gettia hla own ®ay. Thus when he decides he vants to be on the first maaned
expaditioa to Mitrend, tbe corious “Esrth-like" planet tbat hes seamed to just
appear arourd 4 néarby son, there im, paturally, potbiog that caw etop bim und

ba 14 back om Earth, ip the body of a bartapder oamed Mark Brosbw. Never
4 uat to ledro ¢ leeson Steven/Wark persveda bia fatber of his “real” idemtity
«nd i» wvent to Nitteod vitb the sscond expadition that la ent thare in eearch of
“hlesea)f" and the firmt crew. This time thay ara BMave fortubats 4nd capturs a
pative gir). Sadly Bteve/Mark, on his tihrd of guard duty, decides to raps her
and

18 back on Earth, In the body of a history teacher called Daniel Utgere.
fo 1t goss.

Ooe of Steven's old girltfrisude, Scepbunia, gets ropad in and, togather
with Btevea/Mark/Usaia}, the cative girl and pert of en alisp eatity called
"RatMer', perforas a dasplex pas-de-six where you cbange bodles Lastead of partoers.
Then anoibsr slien race, the Gi-Int, Soin ia apd 11fe gets very complicatad.

A1l of which rould suraly be writtem by 0o one but van Vogt im full flow. We
have the usual "expl = of the p = aimple matters jnvciviog tbe
universal conacionaness and tba Kirilans Fields aeparaiiog body and soul - but all)
1a really last in the apate of rapid and copfuslag action.

Probsbly thbe main tbiog thst puts this book a cut sbove other receat vas
Yogt aovels lu Steven Wamtars - be ie actually a cheracter. Detastabla anéd
ORpacating, perhaps, but » real “tlaeb and b1ood"™ cbarscter ncnatheless. Vap
Vogt makua his came alive ad a0 faw of bis barces hava recantly. Attearion bas
avan  besd paid to dome of the aloo® ocharacters.

But, when all s 14 apd dopa, the quastiop really baile down ta wbetber or
#ot you 11ke van Yagt. If you don‘t, this book won't change your mind. 1f you
do - try 1%, Tt hap 1ts Paulra (tying up thas plat im aix pagea is = littls fa
really} but 1e ubmistekeably the Hull-2 man agaln, rather thao tbe hack who hme
beep fililug im for him recentiy.

THE FACE OP HEAVEH by Brian Stableford (Quarkat; loados; 1978; 151 pp: 60p)
by Phil Peyne

r8ooé thinge come iv threes”. 30, 1% seams, do Dad thisgs, For The Pece at H n
18 the firat part of s pae trilogy by Brius Stablaford,

The story 1e set in the far, far future. After coyntinued pollution emd o
apcond “dark age” a moveweat arose op Esrth, called the Bucbronlans, who proposed
to bylld & Dev surfaca ta the Earth, far above the old, ravaged cpe. A modeat
project, «stimeted to teke omly five hundrad thowsand yeara, The plan gainad
nmport -nd dupitc the kmovledge tbar Earth’s techmotogy was imsuificieatly

P »an 4. Theo, Wy pers tolucidence, an mliep -
Alayr ~ lHlMﬂ and offered help. [Em returs for s bome on Rarth he, and some
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more of Ele rece, agrevd to Melp tha Eeribmem wnd the job ie completud ip ocaly
ehevan thousand years. Tbe Undervorld is forgottew, as is Slayr, as tba Ruchrom-
lans Dow #attls ta 11fa oo the platform - much as 1f acthing had hagpanad.

But the Dndsrworld ceopot be lorgotten - 1ife wiill exists tbarza. Tba 1ife
cycle bas ch ¢ - from one ob phot to ops that Sarivas
saergy from the vastes fruom the paltform above - tba pecple hava degenerated
10 @ near-priwitive stste snd s Ilsv aniuals bave wutated, but ~ except for tha
ehsabcs of aky - 1t 1a atil) recognisably Eartk. Tt ia this world of which Car)
fagper, 1o the Overwarld, draams aat of ¥hich ha writsa ta kis Boak The Marriage
of Beavea and Nall(the titls is borrawed fram ona o0f Blgke's prophatic Booka)
deasunding that an yxpwditios be mounted to free the b of the
aad lat them gve “the foce of heavap". It le to thie world, nlmo, that Carl
Magnar‘e oD gO = nod doas pot ratwra.

The book bas twp main fyults. The fivat ia the ast-up. Jt a8 inooscaivadle
that mankiad - wa kaow it - conld davate 1taslf ta one taak for alevan thuuseasd
Yaur| The length of the pericd Lm a practice)l oecessity {1t eti)l worke out at
ewveral thousand square eilea of platform a yearid but the lack of change tum
mankiod la unhellavable, In elasen thousaad yaars The eatire plaat 1ife of the
Dudarvorid wea cbanged ita antire life cyole Irom phatasynthatic to - ks mos
caese - readionciive, yot Hao 1a the Ovsrworld 1w oackeaged, Oo i1¢ owh rhias,
together mith the umranlistically pltreistic elivny, would be anrvivabis - by
13g 4 Beary chargs of “williog sospeteion of digbelist™ - wers it oot that
Stablaford tosmits m pacomd faolt: Be tries to juetify it.

Let we quote you a place of bis Gaatbless - ar rather, lifeless - prose:

"1, bowswyr. tbe ayglutivmery burst at the thraghold ie amce¢eseful

io pravidisg a whole pew acbema of sdaptation withowt tekiog the

ahsolute ngmbara of the sclentitic population too low, the evoluticasry
buret 15 tollowed by & rapid iucreass im wumbars, driug which selectiom
at1ll cootinues to foeter a rete of evolutica fsster thao the cormel
baratalic woda cherécterietic of s etable epecies im a stable eavirop-
ment. Haletively rere epocive with a tigh dearee of genetic homagensity
sxiptieg In an ultre-eteblu eoviromssnt may »11p lato the thirs mods of
evolotionary pace - tbe bradytelic - wheredy change alows down drastically
ené the specles retains 1ittle capacity for cbapge.”

And po vu, pags after page of moootnoous pasudo-mcientific Jwstificatiop of this,
thet euxd the otbsr. Poesibly, sosevbare, Mr Stableforé bas an ehllity ta write -
00 the baeis of thie ovideace ] euspect 1t to ba 1p bis scademic rols ooly.

THE BMALL AZSASSIK by Bay Bradbory (Pasther; Loodom; 1474; 30p; 1EEN 388-04123-8)
Revioved by Brien Gritfim

lltbcno. wben faced with volumes 1ike T2¢ Suall Asseassino or § 1s for Gpsce

e rea-Nasbee of old collactlopa, justified by tbe imclualop of alsevbere-
una sble ar owt-of-print atoriea), I've been faced with a coaflict batvesn

»y Hradburymunia ard ay wwllet, Ra doubt thara are athers like me, #a I cam take
this oppartumitiy af taliing them whet they'rs migaing in Tha Smukl Adnesain. The
i3 cut-of-peiat atarisa iz this collaction ara cnllad froa Heedbury'a 1048
collsction, Derk Carnive 6, “Tha Wight" (which firet mppanrsd 43 Weird
Tales 10 194€) wargion of vhat svaptoally turted ¢ut to be en ¢plecda in
tbie varsioo Doug is the ntey-at-bowe exd bie ¢)der
brot . OkEpper, 1» the 02¢ WhAo'a far too late comlog boss froe that oaety
Ravine. Thera'a Do "lLonely One”, Jokn Huff wecomes Augla Barts, the zeatrs)
chargctar ja reterred ta througbhout gou’, mnd tha whala 1a placed im the
proasot temes. Apsri from thet, 1¢'s vary Wuch tha aame. #till, tbea stmospbere
18 wortb recapturisg. «pd 1o the cass Of tha vory leat stntaace, I think the
preseot temss actually makue for em improvamect. Rasd it, wod yas foY yourself.
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(By the vay, aur "Hevile”™ wam an pld dleused reuDlo COUTE, W00dAd ead Overgrovh:
ehat was woOU;

02 the orher slpeshore-usavgilabla storiam, "“The Handlor” (Weird Tales, 1947)
ia woll wortb readlog - & reslly original viniob of personitied death. “The
Tombstone™ likevlae — u akoTt piuce af pracisely-exécuted vegnensne; W. Jaman,
Bious scholarabip, plud Bradbury etpoopbare. “The Dead Mua" (the aarlsest: app-~
earacce in Wetyd Talem, 1948) ahows more clearly that avywbers ¢lse, [ talnk,
RP'a early indebtactiese to the 0. Nenry tradition (and & 1ot worse tredition
yau coyld bhave, too). You could almost call it an O. Henry plot, the omly
d12fereuce beipg that the Icveloen canirg) cherwCter bappens to be coe of the
¥Walkiug Deed. A teamcipating oddicy. “Tha Zmilisg Psople” (Weird Teles, 1946)

s & "Fruit at tba Bottom of the Bowl"-type guilt fantaey. Tha latter, which

f1ret eppeared two years later, (s the better etory: Oradbury was growing fast ia
those yesre, laaving the pulps hehing. But “The Swiling People”, though relativaly
pradictadle, 14 worth « vieit. "Lat's Play Polecn” 1e am Byl) Childrem sbacdate
(Ralrd Talas, 1B48). Agaio, it pales iw comparieon with "2ero Jour'. which firat
appeared & yaar later. but ia eci)! worth ¢ viait.

8o out of the six «lpsvhere-unavailable otor » T aball certaialy kaep tvo
by ma for 2oture remding; »wd the variemt of tbs Usndeliecn ¥ine eplscde 13 of
real interest. Three oot of aix - and | bave ¢ babit of cbaoging oy miné about
aot-so-good Bradbary stories. Sowetimes they turm out to be good.

Here I as, golng on 1lke an ancieat coraoiddeuy, and Chyis Powlay Lells me
that there may be pecple out there who dan’i koow all wbont Sradbury. Can such
tbioge be? 1 auppass 40; 1n which case, The Small A 16 34 & good Latepduction
10 the Baird T a4 oppaed to the Thrilling Wobdér Stories mide of &
Bessdan tha titla atary ( & First-clapa chjller), amd the $ix aforemadtioned,
thore are 4l really violage ytories from The October Coudtry {which i1a, by the
way, due ot trom Fasthar io Juna). Tha two raally ¢lassic ooas mrm “Tha Mext
Lo Llos" and “Juck-in-tha Box".

Adout “The Next 1ip Lipe™, the one about the asuratic AsSerlcan wopan trapped
(i tne subtlieat way possible} by the auamias heneath RB'S vwn paraccsl Hexlcam
graveyand - frankly, K ] don't care how often ke revidita cthat enyard, (The
last viair, to the best af ay kbavledga, occura in The Hall n Tres. Na,
[ tell a 3ie: ihere's “God ia & Child; Put Toys in the Towdh™ (A Whet Elsphants Lasc.)
Every viait turns up so@arRing tew. 18 faor, I'® bagioonieg {0 fesl umensily w
boma there. [ don‘t agree with Edmund Cooper in Cpphar 12, wheno ba says thut
Bredbury bae been reduced to turning out paatiches of hiwselt, Like Hawingway
1o bis latter epd. bBe'» etil) very woch eliva, and working aeglc sn his own
spacial disension. So he's stil) lipgeriog amoog the mumnies, bandling the
capdied dealhaheade So what? Aren't we all? 3ometines 1 dreas of belng abie
to explain just why Bradbury 1» rather speciasl; but them T find that ir's 1ike
trylng to explaln why 1 7lad 1ife rather special. The propoaltion im trus,
tut unpravasbdle.

1 cap eay this, tbough: like life, Bradbury improves with time. T pate
through a period of doubt, round abrut the wppasrsoce of | Biog the Body Blectric!,
im splte o2 ¢ ry good thiags iothat collectiom. MNes W@ becoming tvo faatle,
h¢ churntag out tbe atulf regardless of quality --- 7 Thaeo case Tha Eallowe
Tree and Wueo Elepdants Lsat In the Dooryard Bloomed, asd my canfidecce was
restored: 1 auddenly rvaallaed that the total Bradburiao magle worked ioasde tha
time-Aimanaion. A pr nt ptory Or poem Lllumined paar atorive, apd vice veram:
and this intergction 1@ momshov ¢ part Of 11fs 1tself, rqvanling =bat would othe
wies be hiddev. 1 opce simply dared »t '¥'a Chamber ol i oo 1
watch it prow up around we, and feel a diflersnt sort of ama.

Then thare‘s “Jack-io-the-Box". Firet time raumd, thie is just ¢ marvellously-
«leborate Freudiem festusy., But dow? Now T 438 1t wa 4o even wore marvelloos,
woTe-than-Frevdian fantasy. Its secrst lies in knife-edged asbdivalance. “Wother™
1a, certaiply, a orasy widov trylog ta rear the fregile Bdvlo in the Universe of
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Patuer-God's femily matsion, amay froe the borrer of Outeide. But AT the damé time
& 1a an srcharypal flgura, raminiscent of tbe vvided Motber-Teacbar figure of
parscoitied Netors in Spanser‘e Tipal Canto "0f Mutabilitie' at the end of

The Pasrie Quesna 40 ut the coatre of Father-God'e Unilverae, surrounded by
ber mubjucte., I1's wot smyiog, of couree, that Bradbury Inteaded this caneniounly;
but it‘e « fittiog tribute to the pawsr of H1a imagipatiocn, that such w comparison
18 fer from odious.

Thess are the rvo big atoriea 3a The Small da in. Por tbe raet, the »
phoric pieces - "The Clatern™ and "Tha Lake" - work am well me ever, it pot
tetter “Tba Crowd™ 1phadita the mame rsgior af danth-io-pperation e "“The Next
im Line". Thet lesves "The¢ Map Upstaira", which I Rave still to re-explore.
Ab yo» - deer old Mr Eobersan] bhe of the mldsighr walka, milver-phobim, wsd 1pcred-
ibls deparde. | womder bow he's developlng in the £iftk dimanpicm, the dimepeion
of Tmagipetion? Not too elermingly, I Rope ——.

TRE FACE OF THE LION by Jokp Blachburw (Caps: Lomdop: 1476| £2.60; 168 pp: TEEN
0-234-0118¢-7)

Revieawed by Brigs Grifiim

John Blackburr 1@ e experispced writer of tbrillers and chlllers; aad this taut,
ohort novel, apparantly hip firat vepture Ipto af tarritory, showsbie background.
It 1a, in fuet, vary rsmioieceat of the Rammsr borror filws T )ike watohing ow
T¥: the twa 1B protaganiats are obviously playerd by {eris Les (iD one of bis
"goady” rolea) wnd Fats Cushing {1p owe of bis tortured, remcrseful eclemtist
rolea). &a 10 = good Hammar horror, tbere is e parsistent eir af shaurdity
about the plar: we hive, for gturtere, » mud williomeire @cots Netiopalist laird
Who ahowa evary sign of bolding the UK to renmow withb his own nuclear werbead -
and the reat of the plot operal om a similar lswe), Bot eleo, 12 & goad
Aamaer borrpr. 1t works. There is a good opemimg esquence, wicaly-nasty; amd
ones Johtt Blackburn has grabhed you, you etey grabbed - ke moves too fmet to

be atoppad.

Ao af, 1t'e good, functiona]l atuff: evap the oldeat af tovaulae, 1 the
hapds of & good techniciap, cabaot help caating their spell. In this cass
catastrophic Butet1on of the Epabish “flu virus runs anok, creatisg glant
in buman apd apioal subjects, ¥ho ere thereby tranefornad Into grusting, guezliag,
elobbering ogres, lotent op destructlon aod the transslssion of their sickaeas
to @weTyone 4lse. Blackburn is convinolng 1o his description of the mutated
virus and ite {solationw, end of the dasparate scarych for 1ts origin ané antidate.

But $a there anything sore to The Face of the Lioa7? Ooes it cparate ouiy
o0 the what-comas-naxt level? No, thare'd more to it than thet. For ona thiag,
Blackburp shares with other professiposl thrillyr writers - 1'm thimkiog espucislly
ot Dasmond Bagley - tha ability ta spika hiw plot daftly with meaning mnd
aedoclation, 20 that the whols adde op to mors thaon Lts parts. By bringlog
10 & wrecked Spanish galleas (v wurvivel of the Armsds), acpttled fooT cesturies
Ag0 Dy superstitious Soots becausa the oae durvivor, the captein, carpied the
“11on-facad" Plagus and actad iike a depon; which aame gulleon 1e oow being
salvaged for gold by tha mad Scots Matiomelist leird, who rume the risk of re-
kaning the plegue-carryiag sporse with radiaetios from hie private atomic
Tedsarch statico — by this and otbar meens, Dlackborc exploits desp sssociations.
FPlagus 1 irrevocably-lost besuty - hallowd by doomed tradition (the magalomaniec
18ird comes Irom ¢ degenerste line that can bs traced back ta Bonnle Primca
Charlie) - mada , guilt, remorse - and fiually, of courss, Driginal Bin (the
wotetad virus 1s rafarred to a4s "the Eaemy"). TRooe ©f thls ia rubbed In: wbile
reading, you’rs dragged along by maia atreagrh, and It's oaly afrerwards you
reallse what 1t all adde wp fa.
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The tmmodiato appeal of Tho Face af the Lion 1148 16 gaod 0ld-taakioped suspeoss,
ené Jowo Blackburo knows gprecimely bow la ¢ s thio =od aumtalo it over tBE
pages. | could drew mitention ta the wirtuslly tatal abmamcs of chargcterisatlos,
400 to some atylistic askwardosss - but what tbe welll [ eojoyed tbe oo ad

L bops Mr Blackburn ataye with af-relatod tbemes whao be writes Mp oext thrtl

...

FWORT_MXNTIONS:
THE DISPOBEESEED by Ureula Lo Guin (Pamtbar; Loodoo, 1978: 75p: 318 pp; 1SBH 586-
04218-8)

ed by Peter Ayde (rom the UG paperback editlon lo Vector 7. A sajor
ent Of the bOoK 18 the totally convinciog way 10 vhiCh (eaerchiet) icarraati
#0Claty Lo deacribed mad related to LUs [Reorstical basis io ibe tencbings ot

Odo BLBO has a0 oxcellent Rerrative.. .tbere (9 slmosl no Jimlt (o thbe ROOA
tba Ope could aag avowt The Diepawsecsssd. .. It (s & wagoiticent book,

<ertaioly Le Guin's beat €0 far..."

BONNS ALS0 RECEIVED (ta be revieved)

THE WOON MUTH by Jeck Vanca (Dobaon)

THE SRAING QF EARTH by Jack Yaoce (Dobson) - to bo roviemed by Pater Hyde

THE BPACE MACWINK by Chrietopher Priest {Fgber) - ta be vavi d by Rogar E. Wol?
A WULTITUDE OF YISIOMS wdited by Cy Chauvin (T-E Grapbica)

BEST GCLENCE FICTION BTORIES OF TRE TFAR: FOOATH ANWUAL COLLRTION adited by

Las del ¥y (Enys and Ward)

STAR PROBE by Jowaph Oreen {Killipgtoo)

...DI¥® & large musber Of Markiay titlas, pesnsd om by & Friend

4 WOTE TC IRTENDING BEVIEWERS:

6ama of you b
rapliad yat.
100 taa

written to me abont rovicwiog. Plaase forgive me if 1 haven't
7 mal) ia overvhalmiog oc. Vou sbould toar moon, empocially it
ple reviow - Ed

A_NOTR T0 PASAEBNT REVIEWERS:

It holps a great desl Lf you cat remesber ¢o pul at tha top of aby raview sdnt
10 us the following:

TITLE Autbor (Publiaber; Data of Pub,; City of Puk

cant; [SBN)

Toa - Eka

The 1lluveiration opposite {ar ar Jesst. it should be oppaaita, Lf ft les"t them

T or e printers fouled-up) ia by Paul Dillom mod ie taken from A 1,000 Light Yaers
Prom Bawe, so A4 sise partfolic by Pavl 1t 1lable shorily sl 4n A@-§eC
uodecided price - detinitsly no mors L £1.00 - and an $2 14

syabar of dramisgs in glarioua black-and-white. PFurther deteils and advance

ordere - Uo menay aa yat p - trom Puol at 36 Waet Creeceat, Darlimgtos, Co.
Durhas, or ¥ Bondgata 7814, Lucky fauaios 401108 cap got the portfolic oa en
anchange bagia, Further infarmatlon im the ¥eclay sulliog sfter Mancos, early

ey,
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Godder 1'4 11ke to atart off by mekiag yon ta tell us sowathiog sbout yoor
origios and background,

Bedlard: T

born in Shanghai in Chisa 1a 1B30. My father was & bosinsasman
there ¥a ratoriad to Englmad in 1946 aftar thras yanrs Of interomant

by the Japanene. 1 went to school, mod theo to Cawhiridgs Usiversity wbers 1

started off by reeding wedicioe. Afcer two yesrs I gave that op avd beger writing-

1o 1996 1 had wy fiTst ehort story poblished iv New Worlds. After workiog oo e

mojentiric jourpal for & wvhile ] bucame s full-time writer - that was sbout fiftean

yoara ago - and I've baea at it ever sinca.

Qoddard: Do you tbiok thw period of under tbe J bas bad ewy
effect on the Wiod of fiction you producs?

Ballard: [ would guess 1t has. The whole landacspe out there had ¢ trewendously
powerful infloemce op as 910 the vhole war szperiences. All the
abandoned cltlee and towne and bemch resorts tbat § B Tetufaing to i wy
tiotion were rhem in that huge landacaps, the ares just eround our demp, whick
wat about savar or aight wilea fram BRanghai, out 3a the paddy flelds ic e
formgr wiivargity, Thers was n pariod whab w4 didn’t ¥now 1f tha war had apded,
whep the Japauesd bad wore or lses abapdowed tbs whols zome aud the Amaricans had
yot to come 1o, when al) of the lwages 1 keap us = tie abeudopud epartmant
bouses and #o forth - must have touched off sometbiag in my mind, [t wes a very
g £oDa 11y, and it obvicusly bad a big lozlusnce - e» did
the semi-tropical bparxya of the placa: lush vegetatlon, a totally vater-logged
warld, huge rivers, canals, pudd . great ahseta of water everyvhers. 1t was
& drasatizad Iandacape thabkd to the war and ta tha oolispase of all tha irrigation
dystema - @ landecape drameticad 1o » way that 1t 18 difficult to find 1p, say,
Weatern Eurape.

Pringle: Your Far-%aotorp childhood intareete
apart from Shanghsi?

. Did you live apywhers alme

Ballazd: No, but we travelled a feir emount in the Fur Esat. We made a trip to
America 12 ‘39, just before the outbresk of tha war, across the Pacific
vie Haxall. By tbs tiwe | came to Englend at the age of eixteso ['d even »
groat variety of landacapes 1 thick tbe Epglieh lanmdecaps was tbe coly lgodacepe
I°d come across whiok didn’t meen apytblog. perticularly the urbap laodecape.
Englasd seemad ta be vary dull, becauss T'd besn brought up at e lower latitude -
rhe smced Jgtityda am the places which ars a3 real spiritual bome ea | sometioes
thigk: Los Apgeles wud Cadablenca. T's sure this 1 something oae percaives -
] meen tbe angle of light, demwity of ligbt, 1'm slwaye moch bappiar 1a the
®outb - Spain, Greece - thbal [ am anywhere eles. | think « lot of thede lyadacapes
meant & great deal. The Engilab ome, addly spougb, didn‘t mean anything, I
dida't 1ikw 1¢, it dasasd odd. England waa & place that wae totally sxbeveted.
The war bad draipsd everytbiog. IL aassed vacy 4mall, and ratber narroe somtally,
aad the pbyaical lacdscepe of Spxland was #o old. Tha ceatre of Loadon 14 now &
raasonably modern alty - s0 much of 1t bae been rebuilt. Thew, of couras, none
©of theda Righ-eiss offica blocks axsated, only the 16tb captury city. The rursl
landpcepe of Magdon didn'i mass gnything to me. 1 just couldu't latch on to ther.
That's wby the »f of Jobm Wyudhan, Chrigtapher, and so forth I can’t take Too
many rolliong English meedowa. They don't mesm that are pey iy
sigulticant, 1f tbat meeme aupthiag.

Pringle: You wemtiocn light. Tha vieval valusa asre & atrong element in your
weriting. Ia tbie juet from growing up i# & place 1ike Eharghal, or 614
JOu bave any artietlc background? Wore yoor peremts srtipric?

Not particulerly. 1've a been yary Lateraated myawlf. I've slwaye
wanted really to be & paiuter. My interast in paintiag has beap far
mors catholic than my interest in fiction. [°m intereeted in almget avery pariod
of painting, from Lascaux through the Ranal. Boe de .
is sboot the omly kiwd of I haven't d to. Wy

E
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4g0, bougbt we a paipt set for oy birthdgy.
['» stil) waltiog to use 1t. TWhen I atart
paioting | shall stop writiog! [°va aaid soas—
whare glga that al) my tictiop consiats of palnt-
inge. I thigk [ 74 was a frus sd

paioter. They ere all painti . Taally, ay
mavals uod storiss. The trouble 1a T havea't gny
taleat - that'sa » bit of ¢ bandicep. T apprasch
|any of thess atorive of mipe, 1lke tba Ywmllion
Eands atorles - avan tha oovele Like Crast - me u
sort of viswyl sxparisoce, 1'm thinking parcic-
ularly of painters like - | hets the phrase Pop
Art becawae 1ir has the wromg conpotationa - rha
British and iwmericam Pop Artists, or pacpla c¢logs
to them, 1ike Hamiltow and Paclossi ovar hera,
apd Weaserman, Nadanguist, .. and Warbol adove all:
& tresendons Infloesce am me, 1 composed Crash
1o 4000 oxtent as & visua) axperisuce, marryiag
meuts i the book that maks mepue priwerily
visual comstructa - 1've alwaya wanted to
Peipt, bot Dever acie LIy dons any, naver hed
soy form of traipion.

Primgle: You talh about places snod lundscapee

which you ramember. 1 vacall a Threa—
word in "The 1o Wempan"
where you simply #ey: "'Gues 1n 1947, and thia
avaked for we whea ] read 1t tba landscaps of
womm Amaricis airbese Littered with rusty wire,
ata. Have yiu sctoally seec tbese thinge?

Bellard: Ye«, ] bavs, abmolutely. 2 lat of that
past-techpological landacaps atuff that
paaply telk abowt iv a etraight tranacrlpt.
After Worlé ¥War 11, the American var machine
wig 49 yrolific - you got D-29s stacked eix-Guep
ad the ands of nirfields. The riches of this
gigantle teckaologice! ayntsm were just
Aight tram early oo I was toyched 2ot joet io ap
Lmagiaatize way — bul we thoogh mome waction
of raslity, of 1ife, and novessnts of time,
ware iaflpaccad by the strenge paredozes that
ars iaplicit in, esay, a tield full of what avem
to be rkable cears, wadbi: bl
or whetaver, I'hI.Ch bave just been J\Iﬂlﬂ thare.
Tha Pulsa which gowsrn the birth and 1ide wod
decay of living ayatess d0k't apply 10 the
roala of technalagy. biog-mechios dasmn't
graw old gracefully., It atill reteins ite
youth, me 1t were, 1ta hright chrows tris, when
1t’a beap fwmbad. You aee thest technalogical
artitacta 1yfug around 1ike old carpses - 1o
tut their chroma s at1I] bright. AaIl t
touch a P ta tha
of tiwe and owr place 1o the univarsa. 7Tbere's
po doubt sbout tbis. I thiak perhsps Ay
©Ml1aM04 #sa apent In & place whare there was
an  smceds of theas (nversions af variaus kinda.
1 wbet the t d Chloa
aftar Pearl Parbour, An Decswhar 1941, I sam
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§010g to the Wcriptord oxas et ths ewd-of-terw azasioatioms at the scbool 1 wemt
to. Paer] Barbour had Just raken place, the pravious aight 1 supposas, and I
baard Tanks coming 4owa the strest. I 1ooked oWt af the ¥indow and thare ware
Japanasy tesks troodling arcund. [t Gossp’t sound very wuch, bui 1f taaks sudd-
eoly rallad dawn 1bis &yeat you'd bava a eurprise - Ruseian tanis, way. The
Jepanase took ovar the place, mnd thay ssgmented Akanghai ioto warique dletriets
wlth barbad wire, #a you conldn‘t move from Zpos 4 to Zooa B axcept st certsis
timag, They'd block off evarytbiag for security rassons, and ob ceriain days
1t oaly way af going to echpo) was to go to the boues ©f sose friends of ay
parancs wha lived oa one of these border xotus, betwsds 1 think the Praach

< and the 1onal Apttlemest. THA?a wad AD mbandomed Bight-olud,
& gambling Casico called the Del Monte ~ thia La just a trivial azampls - & buge
buildiog im big grounds. %e‘d clisb over tbe femce adpd go through, and go wp

n
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tha maip drivevay oN thy other «ids of tha bordarzal
abandoned ¢4ainc, & huge BLIYi-etorlad building, was decorsted im full-Diown
Casine Versallles »tyls, =ith (igures bolding up great prosreniuse Over bars and
buge rovlecte veblea. Fverythiog wep junksd, I resesbar ¢ rovlette tebla oo Ltm
#10¢ and the vhole rouletts sheel section head roms cut, eapnaing the machioory
Lnasus Thers wae all this junk lyimg erousd, chips evd wl)) morta of atuf?, ae
11 im woms port of tublemy, arrangad, aa |'ve aald. by & demolitions aquad. It
wam vary at How ! was only wbout oleves whas thia wan going om. Enemplas
Llike thism could be multiplied & bundred timea. Our camp a formér ubivarsity
campus, occupying [ aupposn about oo square nile. In fact, we 6CCUpPied abou¥
tvo-thirde of the campus. There wae « veéctios of bulldimgs which tor some
arbitrary reafon - waybé the Japse weére ohort of wire - thoy'd left out. Some-
thimg Like tiftaes buildioge wers on tho otber mide of thé wire. You cam imagice
a little towmship of big, two- or thrée-ataorsy buildioge, tbe nesrest of which
Wad ADOUl twapty yavda away. A complete silest waorld, ebich 1 looked out oo
every sornlag and &L]1 day from my block. Afier about m year Ché Japa agrend

to allow thase bLulldinga to be UBEd os & BChOO], 40 W8 USeO to amtar thia pluce
S¥aTY day, 4Dd walk tbroughb thoss abandonsd rooms. Military squipsant waa
171cx arousd all over the place. ! aaw ritles belog tekesm out of a wall. A1)
rLfLlas wore takes away, Dut #pept aumupition, amsunitlos boxes esd haynmata,

211 tbs debris of sar, was Iying wround uend to = through tbim totally
empty wonm, 1t Ned Desn Oepertad for yuarva. |'m surs thet that again must bave
had & great lmpact o= ma  Thera wara 1 PAY : ] . Ome's

& product of all thems thlngs.

Prioglo: Ths Marziat critic of =f Darko Buvim...

« and go to achool. Thia

Ballerd: Never meard of biw. 5o om.

Pringlo: ...suggowts tbst tbe fall of Tae British Fepire is a “biddan thesa” io

yaur work. What do yom day (o that?

Ballard: 1°a say that my atuff le about the fall of the Awericad sapire, hecavEe
this ia whet I brought up ip. [ wasa't brougbe up 1o a British
wnos of Lntiyence. The ares wes domiwatsnd Gy Aseritans, Wy Aearican cars, by
Amaricas atyles and coomumsr goodd. T resamber vk 1 landad at Southaspton in
‘46 looking round mt the 1itrla voade wad Bean houpas by the dacka. It was o
ued place. Tha Bricish workiog cls 1 puddeniy rasliumad, axiatod Thoy wors
alos-Tanths of the population and thay sere appallogly troated. The little wide-
etreats avay frow ths docke were limed with what scrmnd to be black porambuletors
Witb 6oors - tao large for reabulatorad - whick 1 uoed wore sowe eort af
mobile coal-acuttla for bunkering ehipa. Beocauen curs theo ware ¢41Ll black, Fov
ane, K tars wera blach, whereas Amoricas cars veré every tolour under
the eun_ 1a tha '30a. These things impucted Going BAck to your quastion: what
1 . what | bean writl about im = way, I8 Tha apd of tachaology, the and
of Amarica & Lot of my t1ction 1e atomt whal Aserica 1s goimg ta bs ke 1o 30
yoare time - Put Ita'a an intersating ides.

Prisglo: Do you rogret the world of the past, the pre-war warld, i any vay? I'm
tbhiuking of your wtory, "Thbe Garden of Time", whers coa man appes
be tryimg to balt Mlatary

Ballard: Nn, 1 dap"t., f think aome mocial changae that toak pluce im tbia coumtry
1o the etd-ns a tipbast and grestest thing that aver Rappened
11’4 4110 bac¥ paw, but for about flve years ¢bia coMDtrY amerged (otio the 20tk
ceatury, and a whple naw g ation of paople smarged - tba youtb exploeion.
Tha clase divisiads Regen to break Sown, which w 6a warvallous. There
tramandous pouriug of ooorgy ib mvary conceiyablo way. That marvallaul
It all alummed ikt revorde & couple Of yasrs ago, which im » wbame. But L

zertalaly dan’t f. [ gic, because 1 came fram = backgroumd wbore tbere wae
=0 past. > wap Daw - was » pow ciiy. The departmont mtorad
a0d 1be ACEApaATE WOT® 4bouUt WY age. |’'m maaggermlibg abit, but oot much. The

pluce dide't axidt befors tbe yeer 1800, It wam just = lot af moaquito-riddas



wud-tly e brought up 1n ¢ world which waa naw_ o0 ths past
anything to me. Tbe use In that ptory of an ole etocrat, or
was just & comyenlios.

Priogle: Whet wad rour favouritc Lype of readitg me » chile?

Ballard: 1 waa ons of thoss children wha read » graat deal. Up to tha mge of 14

ar 13, 1 road ythiog fram Life Roaders Digmst, to Americes
Geat-sollera. Plus all the childbaod clagaice, shick, in ihoes deys, JOu Tesd
as part and parcsl of childhood - wi) the Eng: childran's clesetca, Trasavra
Telaod, Alice jo Wanderland, etc. Hathiog aut of the ordioary What averybody
. of my ago wae ramdiog.

Priogle. So yasdido't dlecover st thep.

Ballard: 1 wan ususual 1n that 1 came, unlike wast #f snthusisats, very lgts to
acicoce fictias. 1 don‘t auppose 1 pickad up & copy of aay ar -
(9 or vhat-hava-you until 1 wam about 22 or 23. It waa vaslly sban [ wan io ths
Alr Yorce, io Canada. There oothimg to da, natbing to romd oo the nowestsods.
Tbera wars =p matigoa) papers, just local papara Thome vore packsd with stuft
abaut curlimg and icu-tochay. They 1 oows tao
mbout two calyma¢ On the back paga. Ths papers wara packed with ade tor local
and =n (Qrth - you kmom, thia was Moces) Baskatcbawan. Tiwe magerine
wsn Togardad ma wildly bighbros Yhe only 1otelligect reoadiog matler wes
co fictico Thia was in "S54 | suddenly devourad it. Thie wes Lbm herdey
of themo magarimes, thsrs ware dorans af tham, or mecmad to be...some of wbich
wars ruvally rather good. Negasioss like Fantmatic Univeres - $1 wed probevly
owvar distributed over bove - putlisbod woso graat stutf. Plus which 1
thougbt wos tba bumt, Lhu wosl luned-in ko we  Amd Amlovoding. 1 #cErted
resdiog 1t «)] then. And | olarled writlog it vary €000 aftar [ atarted rmsdiog
1 stopped roadlog 1T. THers cawe a DOIRT wheo T jJust covlon“t
resd 14 any woro, particularly when tha Aserican =riters - all credit to thea -
Dagan (O run out of xas a bit. My Lbe early aintiam thap uaran‘t really dning
anything very nes.

Pringle: Whicb authors lmpresasd you?

Bellard: A )og of Aparican writers ware very good. Bradbury above 1. 1 tbonaht
Ba ®2a head and shouldera abovs mserybody slse Ba bad that wider

dimsnslon tn hie wyiting which tha otbers, howewsr good, dids't reslly achiove

I )1xad Bhachiey vary much - very drol) amd witty. Pobl, 1oo, I liked. Matbeson,

1 liken - wary auch, sctuslly, bacauss he abossd you why m¢ wamn't ahout outer

mpaca, wana't about tha future. £ masy of hia atorios ware paychological twiat

starisa. L Jined those

Pringle: Tho Imcredible Ehriotiog Wan?

lard: That | Iiked - the f1la teo Ve, I road the book. Bot | liked Wethessa's

ubort elorias - tha sort of etandsrd atory wbere tho character begins to

forget sveryibiag. Lhe atary snda with AANGRI and he cean’t ramamber who he La.
Tbase sart at atories 1 Ilkad. They did them so wal Frite Lelber 1 rathor
1i%ed. Puony Lbiog - 1 wa@ Chrowibg Out & 10t of etuff tba athar day, and [ came
mcross » copy of » Fritc Leibnr story - tbe actval absecrs tbat 1| hed kapt from
Gelary. Tbe Big Tlws. 1 doo‘t huow 12 you'va aver heerd of It, bug 1t Lwpr
we omormously whan 1 road it Io the wid-50s. 1 (bought, reelly, ible was an
brilltant.

Pripgle: Tow wuat be @ fan. Tt wan & Huge

Hallard In Mta day, you nean? 1 thought how brillleat that etory m
shan [ tirat met Edmund Criepio. ..

od

1 resashor

- Bruce Momtgomery.

Gosanrd

Ballard: That'm vight. Wbeo | £irst wet him shout 16D yAars age. we mave avappisg
anacdntan and awappiog atories. | méutionsd The Big Tlae ans he

vel1aus story!" anyway, | rosd 1t the othor day. wod 1 thought "My




k-
Cod, wbat d10 [ ever mec in thie thing!" [t waan't ragliy vary good at wll, Au -
«bo oles? 1 doa't kpow [ pever a0 aplmnv, | pav. a0 Helolelo, [ pever
11ked ¥Yan Vogt - tbat echool ot Americem »f [ coulén't taks. 1 asver liked
Astoundlog wery mWch. [ thougbt tbat fellow - whal's bla bawe, [ DOk him once,

the adilor. ..

Pzimgle: Jokn Campbmil.

Raldlerd: [ tbought be was & baloful soflucora. He commalidatsd ali tho worst
tandancine of American af. fWe iotradoced m 10%¥ Of bogua reapoctsbility,
al) that bard scclalagy thismg. Yau kwow: "I mes wp et WIT lamt weak, tulkinog aboul
the future of somgthiog or othar  Apd it mll soundad vary mrious. Na alliad
At to the appllsd R, Joclal ing. apd 40 forib, Of eUmywhare
11ke WIT, Na gave NT a eerious, real d1NGOA3cs which wmo al) wromz becauss that
1an°t what #f (» about., [ couldp’t dimnd thome writores. HEuttoer amd all those
people: thay're all good.

Goddard: You have 5006 0f tbo »f background (bat was AINOAC regdrdss aa obligetnry
0T mUCCEPS &3 AD 4 wrileyr at ope time, 4ad Fet you've ecbleved an
asvlable reputation ae one of ¢ leading éxpoascts of the fisld. Any commanis?

Bgllard: Was it gbligatory? 1 dom’{ hoom.

Goddard: Wall, ve romd of peoplo like Bradbury and Pob) aod Aelmov growlag up
readiog 1ho sluff, wriling lottars to magsaioes, joiolog clubs, dolng
thalr own faniimes and #c oo, yot you have pons of thls backgrousd.

Dellard: [n Amsrica, yes, that'e trus, but thers bave alwaye besn peocpla outside

tuat. Bradoury apart, 1 thipk the hesk Asericem Nf Dovel !°ve myar
resd i1s horoard Wolfe's Limbo 90. He's naver stru @ baviog apythlsg to do
witb of famdom. Tou're really talklog about Zapdow, &ram’t yow? Wbick 1» an
aptiraly different kextle of tlan)

Goddard: Wall, tha writers who have coma out of tandam.

Ballard: Thore are ooma, [ ouppoes, but | don't seally keow Lhe Amsrlican sc

[t's = very pocvllar thing, aftar all - madars Americap of vas vlrtv‘ll’
joventad by m silugle guomration of writera They lived 1in & sort of imtsnme
closad warld with mach ather. Evoryoor meemed ta bo married to somecos elue's
mecomd wifa or third busbasd or aomathing. | koow Judy Merri) vary wall abs
wan of that gaseration - im tact bar socond busband wam Pokl, and aba livad for
a loag time with Borabluth. 1 thipk, though 1 dem't Xnow 1f they ever marrisd.
She deacrided to ma this wnrld of the Amarican #f sritars 1n tha '80p, whora chay
Would sove around tba Etates Like something cut of On the Road, Tlvisg togexher
1D 11Ttle groups wnd 6nclevas Thers were w1l of thess collmborations going on,
and they just enrfaced aw and mgeib &€ ap wf coovantlad, mod pluogsd around 1B
andlons - = nga anvt of Boooy-aod-Clyde exist . Thay oaver
acemcd to mant anyooe outside thet little world. The tremendous bomogeosity of
Americas 37, and the rigid <osventiaons that aprang up comcersisg vhat wam ar
*usR't the COFrect WAy ta ¥rite a story, were all part of the zel(-protecciva
ghotto they bullk. Thai's sosetbing that's ne takem Ca Ovar bers. Americ-
add 4Ye Sl¥AYS ourprised wheo they cods Ovar ha and raafize that for The moet
pari af writerw dop't meat sach otbar Thars's no @OTS homog 4balty bers mmoog
of writurs that thére 18 among writars (O gwoeral

Priagle: You menticned cnllabaratloas - would writing in cotledoretion »ith
ape ales ba sntirely usihiakabis to you?

Ballard: 1°'d love ta collgbarsta, end I tulked it over oacs ar tuice with Mike

Moorcoch. The isericans callaborated very emaily, partly becauveas t
=]l produced tbis very atanderdlead fiction, It's sot &
you're givew =

¥

t eser to tell It
eagraph of Pobl tbat 1t's noi by Obeckley or Wstbason or Kutlimer.
Particularly with a1l the paomdaoyms tbey Lsed, there are very few ¥riterd yav
can Ldéotsty atylistically. Wore the vpposits 18 trus - callsboratlune vould ba
#itficyult bacauae thé writera bava taco ireo to arolva id tbelr awn asparate

t
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diractions; thay'va wot beso, for tha mast pert, comstreimed by ¢ set of bouss vulas.

Priogle: Talkiag about style: to whet extent are you amare that yau avalwed yoar

otyle delibaratels? 1 euppose 1t just heppena with moat eritara, but your
wtyla la very é$letiuctive, and wost readers who koow your wark Goa‘t eanfusa it
wtth that af atbar writera. Bow cooscious vas this?

0411a73: Totally gmcooscioua. 1'va Revar glvan it & thought. I've wriifen certais
atoriem and noveld 10 a particular aiyle, iba afyle rhat saemed satural

to the subject, Dut E've Dever comsciowaly tried to evolve a literary style ibat

1s uniqee to wyeelf CQos writss tbe way ome tesle

Peiogle: One of tba maet moteable thiogs Aboul your 3tyls 14 a cartalp repotitiog-
Dese of words end phra » particularly ta The Atrocity Exhibitios sod to same
extent Cragh, Voo repeet words, and thiv im sowsthiog people Neve criticised.
1¢ wam Swtin Amis, | thimk, in Bis reviss of Crash, who weni throngh And coumtas
Dow MADy timas ¥ou use the vord "Batallized” apd oRe OF W0 others, and cams up
witb a figurs of forty or fifty.

Ballard: Thal very troa, But I was uslog languige certain words and pbrases, to
m fiyed and obvious and. Tbe medical apd preudo-wedical jargoo that 1
use ® lat ie «l) dealiberate - these are particular potes thet [ <en ptrika, whish,
1 bope, sigoify wowethi
you 1lxe, that 1a carriad aloag by tha surface of 1ha SarFative, &
posts wiTh cades or Whatevar You Rant 10 call thes. Theay’'re jokes op ayself i

Prisgle: Apart froe ths medical leaguage thai you mestico tbere's also ume of
wmotlons), rether postic lenguege, “flowery and woumda™, which reaiods
as af the Fragch gorrsalimts. Did thay inflostcae you?

they certainly did. Gemat - mot ¢ syrrealist - but Genat cartainly.
Jarry, Their sort of leoguagé waa a big imflueaos, thera's RO quasriod
abont it. fNet cot many Eogliah writers.
Prizgla: Conrea?
Ballard: Ti's & funpy thlog, but when Orovned ¥orld was publiekad pevple smid
1t beevily influsnced by Camrad. Bddly asough, though 1 #as 33 ar
33, ['d nyver read a ward of Comred. [ remsmbar Viotor Gollancz, the publisber,
takisg we dut to lunch sitar ibay'd Dought Tha Drowned Warld, aad 1urning to se
Jouingly and sagiag: "Well, pou atola tha whole tbing from Conrad.™ [ tbought,
"0, what's thia?" and goiag y apd ectually reediog «ome Covred - which I
tound yather beavy going, tbough be's ohviovely a g writer with = uniqoée
svocetive style - J could sev a resemblancs, Byt thet‘s parily baoswsa 1f gou're
woiug to try end build op the atmasphera of stesmiag jungies thers's oaly cae
wny of doing 1t

Priagle: | thiuk 1t wes Grabam Grayoa whdp cowpairsd The Cryatal World with Heart
of Dayhosas. Was thera any loflusnca there?

Ballard: | don‘t kogw whathar 1°d vesd Noart of Dackmess &t the time 1 wrote The

h Crystul World. 1 hodsatly dan't think 1 sas iafluseced by coorsd. 1
don't aiod baing iofluanced - aftar all, we're all intluenced to some axtent -~
but 1T you 1alking about comscious imitation: curtsimly wot.

Frisgls: Rare you 38fluanced by Grubaa Grasne - becsuse be ves iaflueaced by Comrad?

Ballars: Pnhﬂr. yo4. There's something sbout Greane's Randliag of solitary
liplog the ‘a miand 10 terms of the situatiop
1o which he finde bi-ul.t the particolar lesdecaps. Ba daes this a0 brillfantly.
» cum bave ¢ solitary figurs atamding by & jatty 1D the Far Past, lookimg mt
fom¢ pamyens, wnd ba hriage io = few taiogs 1lka the 10ca) police chiaf scratching
4 sack uod =0 ab, aod ¥1Th 4 paragraph one bas a marvellous evocation of the
peyebalogy af tha hero and of shat the book 1a abowt. Tee, | probably was
Influanced by drasba , but 1 ovaver cepsciouely imitatad him.
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w of your ®ur Beet backgrownd?

®
Priogle: Were you sttracted to Grewns ba
Ballard

; Whak ¢ liked about Greaoa, and gtill da, thut mlthough hy s g brilligst
writer he bas pol, from my polat of visw, Wesa 4peDAred by the Eagllish
“thing”. Bo'm véry miuch & I0Lh coflury was, atd his fictlos le erated
by his mxpertence of the world outBide Eogland. We coulds t ba furtber mpart

trom momecon ltke Kingaloy Amis ar Antbany Powoll, whome ficllan i motivaly ges-
nratas by thn clomad world of sot just Eogland kut of » vary emal) part of Eogland.
o Greens's 1iction onm reo kryethy the amaily, ove the pighte acd hear the

sousds Of the whols world, Mot beving spsnt @3 childbood end mdolescenca $m Eogland,
[ roceived a very big shock when 1 got bare in 1943 and found 1t wes a cloemd
Littlw lelasd coataimisg a 1ot of lesser 1lslands - & world ot Fogliex profesvional
Lifs, profeseional middle-c} 11ta of tboma days ibcradibly oarvov. [ Juet
couldn’t braarke im it. TORt's ome of the resscon | atertod wriliog af - op4
could got away trom mll thia sort of thiog. | carteinly wdaired Grabam Graess

a great doal.

Pringle- You atudied eediciue at Cambridge. Maoy af the protaguoiete of your
(b fack bass dactors. [ thare a ratiomale for tbis?

Gallard: Well, 1€ | bada't Bacome a wrikar 1 would have bsan & d0Stor,
2o, tha protagonlars o th etories mre wywolf. 1 covldn't
make thom writers - the ohvious thiog to do was to wake them doctors. My training
and meotal toclimatios, my spprasch to everything,is much cl. ta that of =
doctor then to that of m writer 1'm oot » litarary man. Byt | sa intarested
im - edmittedly popular - arience 1 approach thiogs u scleptiar would, L
thiox. 1've & ecleatific bapt. [t'» Obviocus to me (Nl these characiers
what [ ®auld bave beem if 1 ebado'C bees a» wriker.

Priogl Tour Batiomal Sarvice period in tbe RA¥ - did4 this ipfloesce yau at ¢117

4 you a bomber pilot?

B2, [ did a sprt of wWaslc traiolioa courme but | left eftsr a whils. In
fact, 1 didn’'t do FaLlonel Barvice. 1 9ae AJARDC 1 thougbt 1°d 1ike
to try flyd to aec wbat 5t vas liha. 1 tbought T°9 1lke fa Cry service 11ta,
bacauss It was st lcast sort of forward-100king abd that helped. Thism ves In
10%4. T wan in & bit of a duead d. [ bads't sturlad readiog a?. [ wanied Lo
bea @ writer. [ wan writing short atoriee, planming » woval like aoy wovice, bul
| waan’¢ arganimed. It struck me - [ wery Iotarasted in atian - that 1t
®ight ba worth golmg iwto tha gafyice for a couple of ysars - one ot thaen

ahert earvice commigainne thay bad tban  You could go 4w for ¢
space of tles, Just to ese whet 1t was like But in fact 1t
Tt sas coapletely ublike wnytbing | Imegived. 1 61dn'1 like eorvice life
Almo, [ apent my sotirs perlad Lw Cabada, obt 3n the back of beyond. [ w
writing vhile [ waa tbara. The mowest 1 got myrel? arganised | wabted to ut avt
of tha RAF and back to Loodow, amd oturt churslsg cut the stuff. So T redigousd
my ComBiselon and rame bark to Englasd. 1 bad to got = job. Ted Carmel) arranged
10T m# ko @et & Job with the parapt coopany, on a tochuical jouroal. I moved

from thare to balng aesistant aditor of a scientirie journsd. 1 etayad thare
until sbaut 1041,

Ball

Tou were wetumlly wriclag bafore you'd raad guy ef?

: Oh yod. 1 wwsd’k writing of though. It navar gccurred to ma. | &
writing af parily because It seemed very eaciilsg - and the sorts of
thinga [ wanted ta do im #f had not baet doas by aDybody alss - alda beca
tbere =ara an many magasices. You could write for ma waly. Thia wae whes T was
u towplate RO¥ica, heds'i publisbed a »isgia atary. | could see at a glascs:
there ware too Amorican magasiscs mnd sbobt four Eaglish apas. 66 thars was &
markat graator than the )iterary fiald tbes. There ¥ere very taw Litsrary Journals
of aby Kind, and they wera vary prestigious - you koow, Borizoo, etc. 1t was
obvtous fab £av1ds’t maN4 & CATeSr Abut Of writing akort ytories for Borizcn. It
wmEn‘t n mattar of malipg @money. WUt of actvally ba able ta #rite & gnod deald,
tn writs with froedom tao, which you comld 60 1D The of B Tou were
trea, within tha vough coovemtinme of the flald. You dan't b 1bat aort of
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frasdoa in literery Jour

Priogls The picture you Orav of yourewlt
of & eclancy journal and ma o0,
y0u wanted ta bm x writer at all.

Bgilard: If gna‘e got an Imagication, 17 thy leeginailos'p going overtise, yov
buvs to mtart 1og 3t down. If you'va got the talunt (or that port
you write 1t down without loo much difficulty. Am = childd, | wea good
A ¢fonye, ¥rillog stories. Even st dcboo! 1 wae writiog sbort slories. It »
somerhing that Jusl gréw out of ¢bildhood 1 =oulé heve Quullfied am = doctor,
thout oy Ooubk. but for iha fact thet the lmeginatlya praspura to writy was
=0 stroog. | vas bogioalog to ooglact medicics sltogether. [ was primariiy
IBTereatsd s mostuwy amd pbysiology. Thed# weve 16 subjects thet [ 6id for
\e0 yaars Ooee | a0 covered the bEMIC cOuras im cthome subjecta, | found ths
aa A3 tecbmlcel that 1t
dida‘t rolate to the myetcw of wetapbora that,
#Suf. mmdtomy (& 40 rich iD, or phyaiology, or
patkology. Once you've dipEaciad the cedaver -
Ahorex. abdomen, hmsd and ssck, atc. - you go
oo to morm exbanativa somtomy of, emy, the imner
war, sod the metaphors arec‘t mo remdily fortb-
coultg 56 1'd bad enougb of It la t=0 yaers.

1| coyld ame 1t tham became & very techaical
matter. asd it alup became applied. 1°4 go
1oto hoepital and ectuslly be lascing Volle

and 100MINK AL pAOplE wIth skin dipn,
dide’t waot that, 1 was more in

being Lnteresced In acience, wditor
m me wonder (or the TLrsc tlme why

tud 10

the grooral mcientific underpioolog of wedicloe.
[o mowe » 1 wish | bad bocowe « doclor Buch
¢ slod-bBlowing course. [f 7ou've xmowm emybody

that'n gaoe through tha medical degres courss,
thay all aay you lcave half your mind bokind.
The feats of wamory vequirsd mre really sbeol-
utsly gigentic

Pringle- You woo a sbort miory cowpetliion w1
Cambridge. Waa ths atary pabllahsd?
Ballarxd: It wae published n s Casbridge student

nawGpaper celled Varsixy, im "BL, T
suppane. That man my firar published mtory.
Priogle Cauld you deacribe Lt7
Ballaxd IL wadn'C 8T  Ti mee ahart atory ast

1a the Far Eaat_ ael Ln Malaya during
the Aritish militory struggle with the commumist
tarrariata - wbaoever Lhmt bogao - ip ibe late
*40n. marly 'SO0s. Jt'e dLificult (o dederida.

Priagle: Io an old How ¥orl
for yoMr atory

1 mav im the blurd
cepesant™ 1p 1834

Ballard: Thot was my tirst atory, 1 thiok, far
Carnel).

L7 2] a3d in bia blurb that you bed
. »t tbo tims_ complotod e covel

cellag Vou and Ma and the Contluoum.

ballsrd: That 1a intevesti Tha title wust
beva baes arcusd 1m my mind. Befors 1
atarted writiog af, befare L went into the ALF
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Force, | was writlog mome “wxparimeatal” (1ction, based o8 10Ce0sIvs resdiom of
Japas Joyce amd shapear alam ome rusding thes. [ wep trylox 1o get awey

from ths Engliah 19¢h cuotury oovel 1 wan writing theae bice »nd places 1

thiak 1 did ® bulf am ezperimantal paval lying avound. which | probahly just
threv away. [ abviously reteined the title, which | liksd. Do theme old Hww
Sorloe eod Scisuce Fantway s stil) eater?

Priogle- Thore urs avid colliectors of Lhem

Goddard: They ra worib a lot of mouey tao.

Ballard: Ava tbsy really? Haw muck are thoy moyth? TYou mexm more than tholw
covar price? Bov emazing Pertaps | sbauld bave hung on ta my etuff.

Goddard: Now much of am imfluccce

Ballgrd: Fe am inflivanca in the A thet, but for New Worlde, 1 would haye
bosn io & ¥it of » wpot. Mo had thres magaximaa for abirbh | was encour-
uged to producs a cobtipwous stream of short stories over a parilod of getilmg oo
for tum yeare. NG gére »e cowplato froedow to write asytbisg | waotud at « lime
uben...Fou w11l cemenher (hul [ bugad eritiug Iv ‘38-37, rousd ebout € 1iee ot
tbe TI1LERt of Bputol I, which med Lo Contirm everytbing that ibe of fens,
writara gnd publigbs im America beliavad 1n. this tha w1lleciue, it had
arrtiesd. It would bave cemmad, mupsrficially. the morat tima fav aoviog avay from
writing u mcience-ficticnal ari bascd on epacw, loturplasetary travel, (he far
futuro asd wbat beve you. It vould bave evcwed (64 worst tlwe to slop writiop
Lot kiwd of tbisg, mod yat bu émcournged wé, wald yo ehead., Oume tenda 1o forget
Bow re81#Tant O daperissot amd chabke Ot any WiNO «f is. That's the parsdox:
it ought to be dedicatad tO changs and movelty and agpaviaent, You found In thw
‘30p and 3 ta soy Nimd of movelty. Ted
a aoptbisg | vanted ta, mod
ba dealt with the dmsricas oditors awd publiabers 1 don‘t hoaw whetber Ted would
have publiakad tba staries im Tho Atrocity Fabibition - paesibly bpot, though he
did publindb"Tha Taralosl Reach” [ rewoambar soma nf (ha vajactions I got
frow ABericap 491T0Te shan that atory camg back. Tad watadiinbad the possibllity
ot changa Ha rarngnized that at by tho mid-'30s bad vsad «l) itw matmriml, it
bad bullt ite world, the last hrick, am 1L wers, was elotied Ibta pleuce = chers
wed GO way QUT, tbere Was Da poselbILlity of change: ha recogniced that  Ee umad
10 cavtiop athar yowog writere wha sodalled thalr fiction om the himd of atorime
that appeared In Galazy in the sarly and mi-'60a, sad he would caution thew vary
much agaioni the kiod of af that vogquired o iotenes fawiliarity with sclence
tictioo bofora yau 20 begap to usdsretedd it. Tbe Wind of atortae that
Galuxy and Astoundiog, 1B their dlffersat ways, =ere pubilabing mede very litile
sense 10 40 OUISIfer Becauss they dida’t hnow mbal tha marrative and plot and
and mitbaut that koowladge youwrs loet. Tad,
t that tbs tims bmd comwe for m cdaoge
af atraction at has alvays heoo wuch wore oped to chavge sod wowslty.
It alvays daprasses me whon [ meet Amsricans who reslly beliave L kbay iavesteq
at rousd about Garnabach e first oog, 1936, asd IB# Cen years after
what they did wem to limlt ite raogs, cobvaniionaliae Lt, and fo
Eoglisb writ. who'vé besh writion tbe etufl for & huadrad y
alveays bud = wuch Sore op ApProach 10 tha af they've writtao, «o English «f
ben alwayd boaD Buch Iasa homogensoun than dasrices of .

= Tud Carnall Op your devalopmsnt as a w

Gaadard: Eid Carmell mvor suggest ways In sbich your work could taka nav directions?

Ballard: [ think c(here wera One Or tws atarles whére bé enggeatnd | could eolerge
4 parvicu part, but ko Dover suggeatad any ides, or Aoy perticwlar

¢ivectiona | mhayld take Maat of the mtuft [ vrale (hso L# pratty conrencional,

ot ] t outaida the oarrow little warld of s2. Malf of tbe etories eren’t

o af within the populmr ds tion of the Lerm,

Pringle: Nd pou write
tha paperbach markot?

= Nowhoro as m consclous atlsmpt to breuk Inte
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Ballard- Tes | ¢16. | wamtod to give up my job, you ase. | had my firmt
axory publishad in Neceobar ‘BE. By 1981 1'9 heon writing af tor five

yourdp and I'd written quits a 1ot of short storles. [ had thia xep atter 1 went
to the af conventlon 1o "37 Don't take this peraocpally or anyvhing — [ ThioN
tiwap have changdd - but 1t put me off. | 01dn’¢ 40 Gpy writiog fOr about &
yOar and & half, @0 thars vea @ ecrt of gep. Thep [ reetartsd, apd 1 wrotd moYe
=loriep. Aftdr ive yngra, 1 renlioed I wad gattlak old. I bad thres childres,
1 wap thirty or thoreedouts, and | realised J weoo gotting wowbare. ®o'd come
to Llive here, cul of pecesslty. We were driven out of Loodon - aoce you had awall
children you were anatbema. | bad this very loog railway jourmey up to Cemtral
Lundon to mr oftica overy day. Thors | ves coming bome with theme amal) childrom
rusoing around, and | was sbsolutely exbmusted. My wife bad bad all theme babienm
end sbo wam tired. | knew tho osa thimg I had to do wae make & complate bresk
and becnmo & full-time writar, 1 knew 1'd navar write » noyel - @ Anrious novel -
uhila | wge not gatting home unitl 8 o'clock is the evening, 1 wam just too
tired. But 1 bud Lbls fortolght*e bulldey comluvm up, wnd oy wite e » Joke aaid -
hedn't #MOURD monay o go away - “¥by 40Dt you wrile & Oavel M a fortnight?”
So [ WMoughl: “Good. Thal‘a scomible tolkiog. 1°d slready got, Lbrough Curnell,
certain contacts with the Amsricsn paperbark prople and | bad » ferliog that if
| wrote w oovel 1 gould pell (t, avean 17 I waen't gaing ta got wery auch woowy.
In those daps 300 could P you going Ior mlang tima  &n | watd: Y1411
writa » nnval in ten days, eiX thousend words m day, durilng this hollidey”, and
1 thought: "What &hal) I do?" S0 | had 1hid idos abOUT @ whirlwind. [ was
tespted to opproach 1t 8eriovely. 1 mewn it could hare done oo e complately
sarious 1ove) - by eerloud I mésh va thelevel of the okher Tbo Drowned
World sod wo forth - and I pwarly ¢id do i1 that way. 1 dos‘t koow whotbar Lt
would bove boen any botler, bévwuwe the wind thimg ion't tbak lateresting. Bo 1
thought ['d ume al) the clichoe thare sre, Lhe standard narratlve couventions,
mod | mat down at thn typewriter and 1 wrate the book. $ix ithousand words »
dny, which (o quits m lat. | kept it up, and vhon 1 went back to the oftice,
[ hod & masumcript af the movcl, which Carcel) »c0ld. He wam then mcting am my

nt. 1 think | got €300 - than. though of courwe Li's gooe on aod oo. Qut Lhet
waa Bnaugh, and 1moadiately | aat down and started writing The Orowned World 1
wrota 1t im & mhart varalon first, and theo oxpanded that to a oovel.

Priogl Weot mbout The Cryetsel Rorld? ¥u0'C that publlshad in threa yaraioua?
Rallard: Origimelly | wrote 1t as & short gtory, "The Illumioated Nan". Theo

MIke Woarcock, when he took ovar Maw Wo &g A amall-rormat sagazimc.
anked Be (0 write o lead sarial. Hea wasted a novel, 1n ahort [ dids't wost
to write w oo =L Thet point Ky mind wes al ready heginning to changa, 1
atarting to Lthiok aboul The Atrocity Ewhibltlap [ype of spproach - tbis wue in
1963 or "64. Sn 1 maid to ham: “1'1]1 expand thie ohort story if you 11k
berauaa 1'd4 gat a 1ot mave idoan. [ folt that tho skort veraico waé 1ncn-plntn.
It vas too much of & acience fictien famteey. 1 wanted tn dovelnp anra of
the @ericus jmplicetions of the ides - which | did, 1 think, in that sariel.
Wbeo I°d dooe that, 1t AccUrred 1o & - or 1t pecurred to my agant - that 1°a
kot = movel. Sa 1 then expanded it evén furthar. It was a psculier way of
writing & novel, but it just happensd that way.

Priogle: Waa The Drought written before, or was it writien hetween sevpions of

~ The Cryatal World?

rd: The Drought wes wy mécond ooval, writt 4o atier Tha Drasnad World, |
didn't like it vary much at the time. There eunething too arid -

mamathing of the aridity nf tho landacape apillad aver isto tbe movel, aud

It dlda't take off for me. [ otill don't care for 1t vcry much, but it contaiod

70 DADY of tbe 10aes - quentified 3 asge, 1solated chjsct, and emation detached

froo aoy bumso coalext - tbat [ bagen to develop in The Atrocity Fxhibitine mod

lo Crash. Thoy wers al] 3mplicit io that book.

Gndda

Ove 0f thu moat PopLIAT Arees of FOUT weTk ia the scrvice of Vermilian
Smpde sloviea. A critical reading of theas abnwa that they are all,
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€0 some satemt, variatlons oo the dame theme. Could you tel) us somathimg ebout
why you wrote thase stories?

Bellard: I've mevar rvelly sonlysed them mymelf. 1 suppoes ] was juet imtersated
im isyawting ab i@sginery Palm Springs, o kind of world b imagined all
auburbs of Norrh America and Morthern Europe might be 1ike in about 200 yesrs
ilae. Everyone w11l be FOrswaeotly on vacakion, ar doing abour oce day'e
vork a yasr Podple will give in to any whia that occurs to thas - like taking
up cloud-sculpture - lelsure and work wil) mesb 1p. I thiok everybody will be
vary ralazed, elwost too relazed. It will be e lendscaps of Dot Bo wuch
mubgrkia byt sxurbia, » kiné of coustyy-club beli, which will be largely the
produce of ndvanced techavlogies of veriows kiods, for lefsure and eo forth.
Bo you will ge1 things like cospntérs mambed into ons'‘e ordimery averyday litfe
1o & way that can be sesn alraady. 1'; just writjwg ebout owa dirsction khat
tbe future le taking us. T think the Puture will bm liks Yarmilion Sands, LT
T have to aale a guesa. 1t 1e0’t going ro ba like Br Nov Warld or 1B84
#018Z to de 1iks a country-club paradies.

it°e

Priogle: 1s tbls a #ort of 1itarary coaraeif, or what yau remlly think tbe futore's
§oing to be like?

Ballazd: 1°m Aot & liTarary man at all. That's wy ghoss wt vhat iba futura wild
be Iivel

Peingle: 1t's nat the ispraasics af the fofure peaple would gei from your booke
A8 a ¥hole, where gou tend 1o Write about dlssstsr and dooa.

Ballard: 1 think that's & false randing of sy stuff. [ don‘t wéa my flction ae
being dleester-orientated, certalnly not most of sy af - apart [rom
The_Winé From Nowh wbich Is Just & piecs of dackwork. Tbe othe which are
raspoon bly seriova, are wot disestsr storive. Peopis esem to 1mply that
thegs mre books with ymbappy endi: but the reaverse i@ true: they‘ra hpoke
with bappy andings, atorias of payehic folfilmaot. The geophysicel chaages
¥hloh taks place In The Drought, The Drownad ¥orld and The Crystal Warld ave all
positive and good changes - they are sbat the boo re sbout Tbe chaages
leed us to our real peychological goels, so thay w0t disaster stories st
all, 1 know thet when The Drowned World wap mccaptad by my Aperican publishar
about twelve yaars ago ba it '=s gr , but why doo't wa huys »
bappy 4Rding? Have the Bero golng morth iotwad of sauth into the jungle mod
the sun.” HWe tbought I'd made a alight technical alatake by a alip of the
e . and had the horo going In The wrong directian. I said: “po, God,
tois t» a bappy atory.™ | doo’t really understand tba use of the vord “disaster”.
1 don't regard Crash as a divester story. Ip « seoss, all thess ere catsciyem
atories. Really, [°» tryiox to ehow a nev k1nd of logic emerglior, end tbis ie
to bs embraced, or at lwast held ip ragerd. S0 1 don't yeally ese any dietimct-
10w betwesm avv of my work - bstweea Vermiliop Samds on ths oue hend, and tha
Test oo the other.

Goddard: Wiy are all the female characters in Yermilion Sauds movis-quesn types?

"

Baliazd: Wall, thosa storiea are fralios of & kln€, area't they? 1've aever
been to Pale Sprioga, but 1 dare say 1f you g6 thers La deasop, OT to

Bt. Morits In edescn, whbich are equivaleni places, you'll find a Lot of movie—

queens and ell tbe rest of them. You'll Finé a Jot of piok Cadiliace aad men

1o rafin trousers - thyse ere o)l nlemsnty of that kind of place. [2 you swoder

wrouad Aheppartgn oo ¢ Saturdey ip bigh admmer - Bbepperton baing « wodest,

cut-price Malibu dowm Dy tha river, m Mulibu of the Thasss Vellay — yan'll

fia¢ tbat sort af atwospbere, an exurbia of tba future. The more wall-off places

are particularly ke that.

Goddard: Why have you mever produced a wovk with & sympathetic wels/femsls
relutiormriy?

Bellard: That's so Luterssting question, actovally! Suct 0 in shaa w»ovels?
Whet Other writar do¢e that mort of thing?
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Priogle: It's in tha great traditios of tha Kagllab aovell

Ballard: Beipg eeriows, vf the 20tb cectury writers which wauld you eay do thia?
Goddard: fcwa of Bemicgvey ..

Ballavd: Now that‘s intaresting, reslly. That? Which? Wiere? Tou'rs thiakiag
at tha f1)w varyica of For Wiom The Bell Tolls presumabiy?

Goddard- No, I've mevar €a€o that.

Ballard: I soppone the rFalarionghip +x To Save snd Fevs fot, betwesp the tougd
goy mud big wife, (¢ heppy 1= a wny, That ['m really esying is tbat

SYRpAERALic BMale/tamale ranltianghips — and your questiom is quite & poluted o

are 0ot &1l thar comecn ia fictiom, wze thay? Tha ssrioua mpswer 0 your question

1a tbet my flcilon i all abaut one paracn, all AhOUT 004 Smn tamisg 4 tarmg

wi1b various forms of laclation — tha total ssnssa of ianlatips that the Barg of

“The Volces of Tima" tesle, various otber klaode of isclation, paychologlcal

1eciation of the Nind th ro of "tbe Tarmioal Basch™ faela. The protagovisets

of maut ot my fiction 2wel tremeodously 1eclated, and tbat seens to preclude

tha poasidility of « warp frutiful relationehip with enybody, let alobw asyone

ad potantially clow s women. I dop't tbimk this bae eaythiag to do with avr

quirks of ay own, |'vé got thres childrep with wbom 1'm extremely close, and

yet 1°va aavar imtrodoced m child futo asy of my storiwe.

Pringle: There bave bsaw ome or two dead chlléren.

Ballard: Ya», tbat's true, but thare ave 0o living childsen 4ia ay ficrios - gat
all the paople who know me cloaely ¥nowm that I’ & very fond Zather and
«)] the rest of 1t. Tt's fust that chlldran ars ot AvADL TO Ay WO

Gaddard: Could you tal) up mgre abont yoor fgor dissster povele, which you toaiat

sran't disnaier 8ovala? The Wind From Mowksrs, Thes Drownsd %orld, The
Drought, mnd The Cryral Warld sl) bawa 42 tham, 18 the clasaic Britlak
forn.

Ballard: You‘rs right wheo you aay that it'e s claesic Eaglieh of form, Vot that'e
the reascn why [ vewd the forwula of the 41 r atory. UOsually
thuda digaster etories are treated ae thougk they ere disestere, ther're trveted
arraigh¢, end everyons's roomiag for the 4ills or owt of the killa or whate
[Z Lt‘a goiog to be <old thay're sll puttizg oo overcos! 1 use thy form boc-
ause [ Jeliberately went to iowvert 1t — thgt's tbe whala paint of ®a bowala.
The haraas for peychologleal ramapas af thalr awb aabrace tha particular
Tranefarmytion. Thaas are storles of huge paychic transformatlona - I'm
ielking ratroazectively now - and 1 use thie oﬂ.emu tranaformation of the
landecaps ta vaZlect apd aarry with the the pay izal
o2 the . Tois 1e l‘hlt the subjeat
bocks 1s: they'ra trapsfornation stories rather tham 4l eor etor ¢ you
take tbet claesic among Puglish diseeter stories, The Day of The Tritfids, |
think i{t'e probedly fair to asy thal tbere's ebsolutely no psyckolagicsl
dopth  The obaractars yesot ta the chapges tbat are teking pin but thoy are
ot i apy paycdalogical wap lavolved with the praliferatimg vegetstton, or
whetever slee 15 going om. They cope with tha situvatiop ip the same vay e
the imbabitants of thie towo might cope withd, eay, e reservoir bureti: o
the clessic Epglish diesstor etory there's oo isvolvemimt 00 a poychologicel
leyel with vbatever 1s tekiog place. My wovels are complately difterest, sod
tbey caly use tha fore muperficlally.

Goddaru: Wny did you ALOp writing them whar the plat permutatlions seew endless?

Ballard: Tid I? Tast's & good guestion. 1 don't thiuk T 4id. Crasb 1e e
dlssatay movel, an urban dlansier atory, ea 1» Coucrete felead. So
14 tbe apd 1'wa just fislabed about a bigh-ries apartesat block.

Prisgle: The disaster “hes bappemsd” ip your most racast atorias - or that's
the lepllication.
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Ballurd: ¥ell, it da happooirg Even the atories jo The Atzoclty Eabibition sre
dimantier storiom of m kind. The book im abcut the cammucications

explasioe of the 'd0s. From my point of vime, the ‘60a startad in 1983 with
the mesassipatias of President Evosedy - his death and Vistoss presided aver ths
whole of the ‘80s. Thoas two wvoots, trancelttad tbrough tslevirion and mase

] ions, the wvhole decade - c gort of imatituliosslised
dimantor arca. Bul what yom wean ie why did | stop ueing the of formule? I
don't koow. 1 g §ot more im alber things. You say 16 your
queelion Lbmt Lhore mrv Jinilless posaibilitics - vell, what are tboy? You've
49t 16 bsvé a conviocing wid Jotesetiog trénsformatico of the physical labdacaps.

Priogls: You've mantinoed your admirstins tor Ray Brudbury Did you try ta
“do" a Bradbury (o your atory, “The Tims Tomby™, with 1ts dyiog plamet
eotting recisiscoat of Tho Fartian Chroniclew?

lare

| dom’'t xnow mby 1 wrote that I cercutlaly w 't Iwitating bim.
Maybe yuw _(D°‘t Wricc about = dying, sbemlontd plapet withput apusding
1ska Arsdbury -

Coodard: [ 1bInk It was tbe firml Ballard atory I ever raad.

Ballard: Wam 3t? 4 mimtaka. [n » way, 1t'e

vy aamy to axtract those solemcats
r to bo vegained, by uelog thoas
sarts of landscaepes, the cliches af ar.  Yau =n abang-
oued plamot, cmpty palacea, ailsct computars that bazan't ticked far tes tboussod
yasra, foasil anam and 41 that ptufs. It's vory namp ta do that. [t'a much

mcre difficult to do 1t hero and now, ta find thaso diuoeosions of timm, nostalyls,
drean, imagiostios mnd the rast of it, in the resl world.

Pringls: On the eubjeck of epace fravel: you imply thatit
for af writare, but of cour

an jeproper mubject
ibcraaslngly it 1@ taking plece.

Ballard: Mo, you'ra wro Docressingly it's taking placs. 1 wrota a veviaw
of mome baok, a mad baok.

Frisgle: The Rawt Ten Thouaand Vears?

Ballard: 1 wrate » ravier of it 1n Wav Boclety, (0 #hich | 14 Lhe Space
ted about Lew yamrs It's tvus., Tbal's the matyacrdiDayy
paradox. tine of Gugarlo's fivet f1laht ip "OL, averryhody veally ibought

tbaL Tha Spuce Ags wavld last For JuaOreds of yoars. Oms cavlé say: “Nod the
Gpace Age bagl and 3t's golog oo forever.” 1o fact, it eodad wigh the Jaat
Suylah eteston

Primglo: Vau remlly talisvs tbal?

Aallerd: aheglutaly [t happanad. [°m aure thore msl) ba » Space Age, oot it

won't ke for fifry, busdred, two husdred yaara prasussbly shen thay
davalnp a naw megms of propulaion  It'n juat ton ompanmive. You can't bava a
fApace Aga usti) you'we got ¢ 10t of paople iw spacea. Thim ia shars 1 dimagres,
and |'ve oftel guen tha pot whon l‘ve mot b with drthur C. Clarxe. Be
balisyar tbat the futura at fictign Ia 1= mpaca, that thim ia the only mubgmct.
va & sorloua fictlan bamad oo axpariance froa which
ters 1a axcluded. It s abawrd s fact, thare
ta, If any, plasnad oow. | thiok therve ars oome

are vary fam masnad f1

Priogle: Thure's tba Sovlel-Americen Jiok-sp Clight Chia your.

Ballard: Sorry - yse; orbltal flighta, bDut not lussr I11gbis  Public unlstarast
becams vary évideat ID Panple =8ren”t even 'M“

toucked by Armatrong laodlog ao -~

thougbt the paycbalogical revarkéralions ¥auld te eRormous, Lhatl Lhay‘d

wanifosl tbomsolves Lo evéry covcaivable way - 10 dapartmant elvre window displsys

and styles ot tursiahiog. «tc. [ really dio bolieva tdalL the splvaff frow that

evoot, bath (x abvious torma and in psychologics) tarmd. would bs gigestsc, Ip

fact it vas almoat ni). [t‘s quite amssitg. Claarly, tbe Hpace Ags 18 over.
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Alsa, I thiok 1t's ratbar dlfficult becauves, when 3f writara bava a aoaopoly af
spape traval they cao dafine, tbay omn 1Dvent machicery litarally, asd they are
ke judgee of tbalr owp suthenticity. This 1 one my cbjections to uf, that the
dacke are all mtacked, tbe recder dosap’t bave & chaaca. 4As 1'wa sald for yeara,
't voa from syperience. It lecke that autbority therafora. Waow
ore cowpetiug with tbe facts of real space 2llght. 1§ baven’'s
read apy recant sf. Perbape it's good, [ doo’t moaw.

Goddard: Could you Tall us somarking sbout sbat it wes like to work far Nem ¥Worlda
during the rima of 1ts change from wn af magakine to & 1itorary aagacine
in & wlder context?

Ballard: ¥hat's tbe yeriod you‘re actually tbioking of? The perlod of Mike
Woorocock's editorehlp basically?

Goddard: Nasically thac, Bot mors ppecificelly the tims whem it chusged from
pugarback forsst ta glopay magutioe formax.

Baliscd: Right ['ve been tremendously lucky - that was the aost exciting tiws
there s po questiop about it. The late '40» wes a period of totally

usprecedeoted excltemant im almost every flald. 1 thiak by the time the change

from a epall to & large format sagacine tool place 1t was really tbe [lus)

Breal with the Amearican doaminatad af of the 'd0s and '00a - the break wes complete,

the battle bad beea woo. The group of writera that Moorcock published ia Mew

Worlde, myaelf iacluded, bad praved thalr palat, snd the 514 guard had Fuo out

of gen. AT ihat tima Mew Sorlds was oot just the most excitiag sf aagasios i

tbe world - 1t made all the Americap magazimes llke W. look tarribly dull -

it was one ot tbe eost saciting magsnlaes of any kIn¢ 1p thie country and wes

tromely lucky to bave Mik: Moorcock rumnimg It. 1 thish, with the benefit of

ndeight, it ceaded to by an of magaxice at all, eveo witdin my elmmtic

tipition of the ¢ , and bacane eomathing wuch cloeer to avest

sxperigents] writimg. Perbaps that way imavitebla,

Qoddard: Why did it chapge frop an »f WeZazine to en avant garde wagssine?
Ballard: Wny? Wal)l, ({t°® 00t & cate of LlAMIDg anyobe. . .

Goddard: No. T mean was 1t ¢ matter of sditorial policy, or did the writere
orchestrate 1t?

Ballard: Ob, 1 rhémk 1t wae that the writers tbepselves rathar lomt touch with
af. A group of ¥TiTera cama along ho weren't yeally interes ted im
Bf. Nany of thewm were closs friends of BiRe and they won't mind ma aaylog
this, but writery 1ike Sladek, Diach, Epinrad, Pam Zolloe, Mike Maorcack wimselr,
Dona of tBasa ere ramlly acisore Tictiod wrirars i the a«nse rhat 1 am & solence
fletlan wreitar, Thess dominant New Warlds srirars hegan sritlog fram outaide
the geore. | think the magasioe eoffered Pfrow that, but for hanvea's ka
don't make too wuck of it. T'm bot kogcklag Naw Morlds. I'e extrasaly gratsful
to Mike Moorcock, sod byfora Nim to Ted Cernall — wirhout those t®a 11's dard to
wee bow | woold bave publiched apy of my Pictiom wt g1l ovar the years, JIt was
» vory exciting pericd, axd it's a yity thers’e oo msgezios like it ogw.

Goddapd: Por e few yemrs in the mig-60s your work bad & sorc of Jaiyll-and~

Hyds maturs ghout it. ¥9n ware producing limear af and the so-called
axpariwentu] etoriee. WRere you testiog tbe watar batore raking tha plungs,
UNg1ug public reectioa?

BallarA: Thay waran't called axperlmsntal dy me - i ¢lelike tba terw. [t implies
e tyet p of rt. Toe trouhle with woet Britisb
axparimastsl writiag is that it proves one thiog, and that 1a tbat the eaxperiment
haw Dot worksd. I n‘t iatluencad by market copsideratiops at all. fTo fact,
211 thropgh the *30a T wam ¥riting codvenricaoal ahort stor. at tha same tioe -
thers waram't mawy of them, but [ was atil]l writiag thee. s started
writing some move mow. ]2 & ysvlev That Peter Lianatt wrote be esid somsthing
sbowt wy giving up writing thase Atrocity Xahibitiom pleces for fimancial







J.0. BALLARD 3

veseans, I don‘t Xpow whara ba gor that ides fram. The aimpla fect i thet the
1deas that went ipto thet book, good or bad, took yvars to gensrate. ['d like
o writs a follow-up to it, but 1t will taks »o ten yoars, probably, to accum-
ulate the material isside ey owvn head Aleo, the climatsa 1s wrong now.

Pringle’ There pay have besp no fioapcial reemome for youw to etop writing thes,
but were you at all influemced by adverse criticlam?

Ballezd: Critlicism by whow? 1@y the of roadership? Thu literary critica ar
reviewers? I doo't know, Obviously a book 1ike that is pot gotog to

be a6 papular as & convearionally-written book, thaye's no doubr abaut that, just

The

a8 & booX like C2ash ls a0t golng t0 be popular. I found thoas atorl
Atrocity Exbibition prodoced more reepowss from pecple thav suytbiog else !
ever written, people whom ['d znever bed epy coptect with, from mll over the
world, took tbe trouble to get 1o touch with ne, which ia a sure test of something.
1 felt the responss to that DAok was better and larger than anytbing elae 1°ve
avar had., In fact, T was to go on, an I wrota tha atariss

Over m pariod of four or five yuars the respmsa grav.

Priagle: Have you writteo gows stories io thid made aince the baok was publlabad?

Ballard- Only ope, actually. Thay've more oF leas come to ap ead.

Primgls: ['d like to ask about the change from pon-1inesr atyel of The Atrocity

Exbibition to the more counventional etyle of the two recent covels.
Doer this refleci a changs of pind on your part about tha worth of such tech-
oiquen?

Bellayd: No, Maybe, when ] waa writiog ibe stories eod peopls quealioned ae
ebout why 1 broke gerything up, [ teoded to exaggerete a bit io the
bope of gettiog mopathing througl 1 way have made over-lergs claime for mom-
lipear narrative or wvhatever you want to call 1t, but baszically J etil) foel
that the subject-mattar conss firat and tbe technique you adopt cOmes 5econd.
11 was the subject-autter of those storles that definad the way Lm whiak they
were writtén. At the dame time 1t°s trus that once you develop am approach
Yike thut it, of itself. cpeps Up §o wuch more territory. I once anid those
<oodemsad novels as [ called them are like ordinary uovele with ths uoimportast
plecea 1eft out. But Lt's @ore than thet - wbep you get tbe ioportent pilaces
togethar, really together, not saparatsd by great paeser of “he eeid, sby said™
and opaning mngd phyttibg af daora, olloving morning™ and all thia stuff - tbe
grest tide of forwerd tonventiansl bar#atlon — it achieves oritical made as 1t
were, it begior to iguite, wnd you get mora things being gaserated. You're
Zotting croesovers and linkagee betweem upexpected mnd previovsly totally un-
related thinga, svents, elements of the parratiop, 1deas that intbemselvee
bugin to geberets pew tarter. 1 baven't read any of those atorles for along
time, but | remesber it comee out o2 them - the crassovers bétule Vory wnusual.
1t was very exciting to do. But those etories were written very Wuch ebour
thelr perlod, which was the mlddle to late '80s. ] kupow [ whell write more
ataries 10 rhat gtyle, but a) 1t takes a long time to generste matarial, and
b) - Mary cCarthysald somewbars that tha novel amhould be news, add those
things wers newe - they wars like uswereels ghove axll. There isn't any nawa
1o that senee, votbing 15 happening. [t soucde eflly, [ suppose, DUt i3 & way
tha events in the exterpal »orld are pot equal to tbe raquiremants of thut farr-
ative approach. It would bs very Aifficult to write storiss of tbat kiwd about
1875. But 1'm vaiting for ths mobject-matter to comw along. Meanwhile, other
idess occur to we.

Goddard: Bow do you view your books stnee The Atroclty Exbibition i ths grester
ecience fiction context, in which you maintala they stil} have a piche?

Bellard: You‘re eutirely right, wnd T've aaif so sysslf, they do stil) beve a
piche. 1 wss tromendounly exhilarated when I started readiog Amsrican
soience fiction - the excitement, the powsr of +to.  But
1 felt they maran’t reslly making the moat of their own landscapse and
sobject-metter. Aight from the armrt wbat 1 wanted to do wes write a acisnce
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£icl 1o Dook thmt got avay frow epecs . \be far futers, and &Il tbis sluff
wnich I falt basically rather juvanlle, to writlok & Eind Of RdLIE pciamca
tictioo buded upom Tha presest Why couldn’t onm harnAes thia Ermedom and vitalitp?
81 15 & fors, above all alas, that puta » tramondous pramius upon fmagicatlion,

and that g w kbing that mocems to have loft Lhe Englieh navel it the lmat 130
yaara Imaginetico L ecormously importmnt, and 1 folt thal if one coulo <oly
baroems thim capacity to think {wagioatively ia wdult of. ome would have

- od dowmething. FRIgBl (rom the Dagiomiag 1 tried #1th veryisg success ta
¥rite 5 acience Fletlon shout tim prosast dey, Ch im aora dirficult to do tbhas
becquua the matural toodeocy wheo writiog in a basically ellegoricel
mode im to mot somothimg al » dimlmnca bucasse It makes tbe sepuretepem of tha
sllegory thet wuch moce 0bvioue. 1 vastwd 16 write mbout the preasst sy, mnd

1 kalny h, Copcrets 1 =0 and 1he BOOX I've Just finlabad, which ars »

*ind of trilogy, rapramont the cooclusalan af the particolar logle 1°'ve bees

tryiog Lo uolald ever dlace ] brgan writlog. Are Uner af7 [ 800°1 kmom -

@ayba the BCIIDIY TICE1on Of \be present .iay ajll ba aomatbimg Jlks Crask. Ther
cops iote a category of imsginativa flction, doo't thoy? Witb a otronk wormliscic,
cautionary aud explmamtory wote. But 1 dom't hoow sbether Lbey're ef or aot.

Prisgls: What da yau wean by“saraliatic™?

Deiinrd: Trpisg to eay sometbicy sbout the yuality of coc's worel dicection 1u
tho ordioery semac of 1be turw.

ha oae thing that prople wba dislike your work ciies lmlk sbout,
ucd that's (bé Tach of wora! siandsrde, & Leck Of wome »0rt of touwch-
atome, whers you staad..

Ballagd: | would have thought there was too wuch moralisisg $n ay atull.
Pringls: This dieturked a lot af people who reriéwed Crash

Bsllayd: Thay wers supposad ta be disturbed. Wbao 1 wat out ta wrike Cragh, 1

wantod to writo » book ip wbiab tbare was pa=bars Lo bid 1 wancad the
readsr, coca 1°4 got biw 3 tbe book, Daver to 1aee e1ght of Lha aubject-
maltar. [t° =oUld have Deen very swdy to write & O ticnal Beok about car-creasbes
in which Lt was quita clesr that tho author was on the mids of mmoity. Justlee,
ana ¢t Injuring seal) children, bs oo tba rowd, bad Srivimg, sic. Waal
coulibe easfer? 1 ¢bode to ranpletaly wccept he demands Of Cha awbjecs matrer,
which wsa 10 prownka tba rasder by 1mg that chese car evasbes ars good for
you, $ou thoroughly sojoy them. tboy make your apu-1ifa richer, Ibay reproaent
pATE Of tbe warrisge betweas emz, ths hawas orgasiem aod |ochno!n'!. [ wny 311
thede things i OFMOr to pravoks tisreader mpd «lfo to t Thers asay be
trutb 1o « af thess asntimants, dlaegresabla though they are 1o comald
Nodody likes that: they'2l think "God, tho wav s mad™, but asy otbor war of
writing Chat boak would Bave beco a cop-aut | thimk.

Qoddurd- ¥as Crasb in any way an aspariment in aelf-exarcism? 1 balieve you did
AAPAZLADER & Aorious car-cranb obce.

F 1°0 finlebed the boak. One's aititudes und teel-
are amBiguous. aren’t ihay?
= roa) matives are  Thara eismpnca vt

Ibvide »y boad. Obvicusly 1 can see that im writiog Concrete Island aad dowcrib-
Ik ¢ m4p wba resemblss we to wome extesi, T am pluying om wy
awn ocbtusassss. [ prabehbly wouldo'L wind balog asrecosd am » dumert imland, or
Put Lo anllkary cORLiBeBARE a4 AUCR &8 & Lot of otber Dwvp. Thern up elemenx
ol that, Wel tba books arm vat, Lo epy way, blographical plecsd.

Goddard: Way did you cal) tbe protagomist af C

Dallard

part of tha whole buaimess of teimg as abeolutaly boi
L waotud & first-porsco Eercetor L6 stmsd botwean Vaugban
adar - tho hoomat thing to do vas to give biw my ows omwe. Although
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the puparfiria) Tsodacapes of the book's “Ballurd"” ebd wy life are diffsrent
Apouwdesces 4lec, | mastad ta anchor the book mors in ramlity;
a 0% coursa, Tha coamtant striying uf

tha writer over thy lqat fem yaurs hae besn to lower tbe threahold of [ictios

im what ha writse, ¥0 reduce the mmoust Of Iictlon. Upa'e eseo this 1 the
thastre prer the Juet (Iftewn yw 50 la (ke visual arts 1t started a loog

Inog time 4gc. Tbe meva 1@ L0 reduce tbe Tictional elements Lo ever goe iu
doiog aso gat (t to 2verlap reality WucZh ad poaslble, rather them keepiog Lt
moparats Trom reality and urdioary saperisace

Goddarg: Wow do yau roact to critlciam of your books? 1°m thiaking particularly
ot {mumo ¢ritlclews. Golop Back 16 Martio Amis and bis veview of Cresh -
he asld sometuisg Liks "Be usas The sord penis 147 times”

Balimrd- | didot raed Lbat. 1 dids't read soy af ths roviews of ("ﬂ: in thim
tountry. There didn‘t swoam soy poist after tba roviaws of Atracity
Erkibitios - mobody raead tha baok
tsl)l ot goce wheo acmabady b .
for criticluw im gemoral, wall, scicoce fictiow writars Sava always boso bamfi-
capped by & 1ach of imtelligent criticel rospocen. That's why il's mo encour
to flad lutelligant magamimen like Cypbar arcusd now, smd intalligeot ¢ritice
1143 David Primgle bore - ibmy dids't ezxist tes yesra ago On the otbar basd,
1o Aperica particulurly, the crixicel r got totmlly out of basd
Mow and lbon somaone shaes me a copy of 1sw of Booka. aod 1
racastly an m¢ tor momes of the mast
lector #owcone waa glrimg, or »
*03 Beinlsio » muck-and-such - a)) of thew moundiog like aclf-parodice, tbe
applicution of aerious literary criticiam to popular af suthors.

Goddard: 1o Billlom Taar 5
4 ne
4C1Ar purdues Do PUrposeful Coures of accioD. TBaAt aaemag rachar

aa, Brias Aldion maia ot your

Iy work that you

ceatral ¢
har

Baliaxd: It ties 1o with what 1 waa anyiog earlier. 1 ok Bries 1s =l baert
o of fan_ and ho spproaches wy ¢tulf - sbout which be im very gemerous
and » m has hean - Jive an of fan He judges woat be e Ta hiw, thees
boockm bave a mort of wacuum at their ceotrs - the characla: bobuvionr, mupsr-
ticlally, eoows to be mitbor paselive or sespioglams 14 thbe cadtexl oi the wreotd.
¥0y don"t thoy just ryuM for the 111147 Why don't they head borih? There won't
be ¢ protilém - thare woo't be s vowel eithar of ¢ourea. Thevefors [ thlok he
falla Lo vemliac tbat, iw = wovs) liks The Drownad World - and thia spolis
all ey fLecion - the haro 18 the ooly one who DUravInRg & Beaningful cour
aciien. Io Drowoed Wori tbo hero, Kermdm, ia tbs oRly OD6 to do amythisg
Deaningful. Him docimion ¢o atay. to comm ta Lerms with tba chamges taking
Pluce witbin biweslf, to usdearstasd the logic of bie relatiacabip witd che
sbizting biological hiogdow, amd bim decimion fimally to go wauth and greet
1be sun, (& & totally mrsciogfel course of actios. The hehaviowr of the otber
paople. which anparticially sppasrs to bo weanipgful - gattiog tba bell out, or
Ormintog the lagocnm- 1a tatally maasingleas  The book 14 wbaut the dierovery
by tho hara nf Mig true rol both mentally and Mlterally. It'e
(he wame 12 tbe nthera: the beva decides to ga back mod
{imma himgelf LD » timale n Tha Termioal Beack™ why doss ths man
ataggar wabore o0 an abandoped island, wbat he dolog thara? I can well under-
stand thbat [0 (ho #f IaR hle babavlour Ls mesainglass and lacka purpcse - thie,
I think, saapa thst Uciap say bave raed toa

af.

Goddard: He goes on (o sey, lo the same book, that the stories of your "Termios)
Bescb™ pariod will be heat resamharad

Ballard: ¥hich stories doss ba mean?
Goddurd: $al), he mmge yoor "Terwioal Boach™ pericd - that cama arowod 82 ar "61,
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a0 1 suppose bo meand (8 atorias you =ers writlog arousd the late "30s and
early "60a.

Ballerd: Weat e maqo. | thtak, sm towt the treditiamal iy-rosatructed storiss
wil]l Jest t loangaat A 1ot gr Amaricas qod Britias sf (s extremaly

wall-urittan, well constructed. vamlly vory old-fasbigasd 1o cosatruction. They're

ull based an the author's early d at or « ALl

Iy coanstructed 1o the clusaical mould - ator liks that do (ead Lo

ot bescsupe thay‘rs particularly Important or asythiog lika that, Gut

tany*ra tald

: Cap you t4)] us about your phymicm) meélhode of writing. aaé whethwer
(hey'vé changed over \he yauce?

Enilard: Thay havan't changed |} Oon°t (1pd tbat | work luts 1o ths svoniog mow
usluac | really have to, Ky ayes ars tirad Sut beatcally | baves't
changud my approsch. | yet mysslf & tarxet, about e tbousend mords = day -
uoleas | juat etare Our Of the alndow, shich | 46 a Lot Of emymway | geoerally
work ITom 4 £yOOpRi®, WDOUT 3 DARe whea I'm wrltlog & ahory acoTy, lopgar for
» novel. Ual 1Gr me \he tBiDZ WOrNs we m SKOry, ualsap 1t works on tho
anacdotal Javal, uniess | fesl 1t holde ths atientlon of the or, T dan't
bothar mith 1t. 16 gol to work on that lavel, @ pure piace of story-telling
1o sritiok 1 Bpend a tremomEdOUD IBOLDL Of 1ime, I wOn't eay
Teh, bet juat Bomking wyeelf lu 1he senial laodacepe, particulerly
Homt of tbe time 1'w thinkisg mbout what 1'm writing, or bope to
Parlicularly with Crask acd Tbo Atrocity Exbibiidon. [ wes carrying
1lke sis or moves years 1 wae tatally imwsrsed mesielly
(o tbia vory avorcharged world. [t wam an cxcitimg time, but vory tirisg.

Priogis: D10 you actualls vIii eotorvars apd 1mapect the landecaps?

rd: 06 yes, [ did = lat of rememrch of that kimd. 1 photographad tbis, (bat
and the otbar.

Pringle: Was the Laepiratios for Concrete lslesd actual place?

Ballard: Na. 1'vée wlwaye bedo isterested, oidce Lt » butl(, by Lhe ¥aatway

watorway Bear Sbephard's Bush, where | aet tba aovsl It alwsys afruck
s, driviog syound Chees complar Satarchang what wvould dappen 1t somecas atood
by the wayelde and Lrie you down? Of couras, oobady would otop. Tou
¢ac't slop - yau'd bave # Wultiple plis-op  You'd bs dead L1 you Crled L0 atap.
Prance (s a mech mors tachoologically-oriswtad ¢cawtry thus Eugluod, wilh the
big high-mpoed boulévarde that ¢irle Paris You ¢ab drive oo the walorway froa
the Chasosl right dows to Paris. You soter ttia boulsward mod drive right
araund - 1ta oot the dutskirts of Paris by any mes gou cas mem the Eiftel
Towsr halt » mile away - on thalr agquivalent of aur circular road. You can
clrcla a iF you want to, and you cano plck up the motorway going south
without atopping at » atmgle traf(1 ght. [t's an onarmous complaw of intar-
changae &nd Bulti-level high-apapd svenna, and tha Franch ansm to driye much
wely Uhen peopls do ovar bere. [t oftan atruch me, evary suamar,
1t YOU were marconed UD On Obe of 1boes halustrade ranparts - 1t's pot just
lwo-dimepniaoal Laiand, Ldey ve got thres-dimmssional i1alands up Ip the sir -
you'd auver got of?. The traffic sotma (0 ba fIOWSIRE 24 bours = day. Thba
Precch ara ruthble tbay dos't mtop far saybody. Jesus Christ bimesl? cavlo
be erucified by t ayalde and wobody would mtop. It was an obviows mart of
1daa €0 hasa, TWhat'a mo inota ting about the techoclogical landacape im the
way it piaya ibto peaple’e hands. people s posaibly wnrat motivas. [t'm
difficult ta maroou yovraelf oo tha Al, but @UCh easser to Waroop yourself om
Waoteay.

Gogdard: Would you care to tal) we samathing ebout what your futuro plamd wre?

Rallard: ¥ell, 1 fiolsked & wors) mbout tbre Ne ogo. avd almce than ['ve
writteo » coupls of aborl storics =od am writibg » (blrd daw, modjuet
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catchiggmy broath o b1t
Prisgie: What's ths omw oovel called?

1 call Lt Yhe Nigh Lifa provislomally | may chenge It, | may atlck to
3¢, [ don"t Wna

! Amd yOUu've ETIVE§D moEA short etorles?
i A COuple burs bden publisbed.

1°vr amos ome (o Ambit callad "Wy Dreem of Fiping to Waka I

1 only wrote that about @ wosth ago' Thet vad guile exicrmordivary
rtin Bax, the mditor, uted a@ to write amort story Ior hls sizkieth
nusbrr. [ wrgte that io aboutl ona day, from w alandiog siswrc. 1 chimk ] wrote 1%
on the Seturday, sod 1 got tbe capy through the post on - somnthing llka Wadssaday.
a0 imcredible tursaroumd, awd ver Onm ar tha nice
thiogs about writiog far wegario: » auch a trewesdausly
nuich feedbac | wroto moothar - “The Asr Oiasatar= - for a gir) ) koow called
Baza TORDANC #R0's Just publiohed a oow magarice called Sacenss.

- You've no plana faor amothar trilogy Of Wovels on ibe Itnea of ths last
three?

Hallard: | just tend ta ita whatever and what 1 fiod
intersating st » particular t Tanes ducietons to whai one‘a golog

Lo write tend to be mado somewhoro at thm kack of ons's mimd, xo aoe can't coomc-

tausly s3y: "That's what ['w goimg Lo wrile”. 11 dosap't vork ocut llke thet)

e
Untervier conducted 4/1/1075; copyright (c) James Godderd and David Pringle 1973/78
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HueD Boocurad to 4ee By DaBe taken 1D u & cowple of times ip Vector 73, slomg
witdb ¥. Jobm Barrieon's. J.0. Baldvin'e letter i» wt the tiret to euggest

that the criticiem we publied (0o Wew Torlde 11

0or 18 1t the Yirar to laave tta pature of tbia nunn programme nu@lnoly
unéeficed in the indictmsat. [It'e liXe bDelag accuesd of copaplring to comspire

10 <oRpire 10 comepira. Thare pay he lega) precadests for this eort of Lodictment,

bt thers are 2004 3B dlecourss. My Baldeis doas adduce abecoriiy ot our DAPta,
uWhLCh OB By part I certainly racognise as u fair comment, but goee on To ask

a thetorical questlon about tbe otanca of an fugrovp Or: Whep 634 you atop
besting your vife? Rhetorical questicme ere their owp abswer, atter all

But 1f 1t's of aap Intereat, Wiks Barrisoo and 1 bave koown each otbar
pereonelly for come 1ime, agrad witb sooe regulerity on the dooke we dlellke,
dismggree wbout why with mors freqoency. acd beve stroegly differeot tastas oo
the pasitive side. Excapt 10 1the matter of "obscurity”, aor writing siyles
acd atyles of dlacourse In genaral differ radically; both of us yedashle ouy
Bre-Kew Worids salves far sore closely than ve do each other. MNakch. My aain
ncinuve lnst conteapt: the cobtempt ac many I writors 9¢ea to feal Por the
books tbey write, tbe genre they write witbinm, the sudience they write for.
Mike's main goimps - ['d ergue - gaymy to ba aguinat cyltura) deliquescence,
ugainat the cyrrent coumter-cyltuyrel refussl of ths Weatera aplatems. HRa's
put Lt diffeveatly.

Agpreciated wuch of what Arias Griffis sttemptad ta asy im Mae review af
New Worlds 8, thougb It is trus ha reads me na Seaniag preacissly the apposite
ot sbat 1 asi This may ba obacurity agata, 1 don't kaow. Xr Griffip reads me
21 cleiming thst the 1954 film Tbem “is reelly about 1be Bomd™ fnsteed of
recogoining that “the Doab wes culy « [lisay preteat to introduce ziax amta’.
aat I actunlly 4aid was rassodthly claar: that bacsuse the filw 1aid is
the Amarioan desert 1n 1954 wa bad generie knowledge of the fact “'that Thea
vhataver they TUID oMl to bs, have Romathing TO G0 with Duclear exploalon;
Thls turpe out tc be preclesly the ce #7 iotaresat was 1a getting &t th
grousda of our kmowledge: bor 30 we kpow what we kmow inm a genrs rilm (or book|?

80 -
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T d14 0ot argue that the ZLlm “wbout" the Bomb, « very silly viev indeed.
What | wae gerting at, cbvicusly, L PONG ed4nE4 0f Ehe grounds af pretaxt,
1f Mr Griffie wil] pormit me ko decosslruct bim joto W Aartheoe £p1 wology
vulos OK? 1 wnao'l rapest tha srguments | made sbout tha fyoctiops Of “eowscale
@oven’ (ar the revalation of the pre-text) within & genre matria opt to
clalm that Mr Griffin‘e aregdiog Of my srgusent about tha sign-relue of the
Awaricap daserl im 1054 follows diractly from a more fwodawests) {though In

view of wy diyla wore usderstandable) =i kiug af wy mbout the rolmt-
jomehip of genre tu "ramlity*. Ootalogy 1e not my bag: Doiog ia Gan. The omasy
wan sbout baw wa parceive, bos w& Ere comforled. Tbers 00 aubtext to tha
#tfect that ws sbould DOt be comforted. There, ut couvae, 1 diftar most radically
frow the 1ikes of Mike Barrison.

Cbristopher Priast, ) Ortygis Hovem, 8 Lower Rowd, Harrow Mddx 42 OD4
1'd be very gratéful Lf you'd priot this lettsr io the oext imave of Vastor.

A wovelist bullés up maoy lerge Overdrafts of favours dooe kiw, abd altbouvab
& E00O Proportito of these favoura como ioadwertantiy, every oow abd Lhen opa
Is 0004 10 2ull koowled Ovardryfts af favours - wolike the athor mart, that
writera gét umed ta - r 1y gat cellad upns for rapaymast 1‘d 1ike to credit
one such.

WP D¥¥ nore) The Bpace Wachive (which shomld be publlebéd by tbe tiwe this
sees primt) {{Publicatioo date 2Iod Narch - doe for reaview im V73 - Rd))
contmis® & rather nice gadgot. The Space Muchime ie eot in Victorisn times, and
am Lt ie {for part of the atary) abaut spuca travel, 1 thought it would ?it the
mood ta e ths spacacraft fived from a glant cansow, rethey thas launched by
vockat. | wantad to bhave = cannca that Zylfilisd tha following raguiremasta:
(1) It ebould be & real sespoD, end £1Te 1ty projactilye with m Louwd beog. 43)
It sahoulé ba feaslbls 3o an epainsering eense. {3) It aNovld Dot Nill the
4 of tbe projectilae.

1 put the problac to Andrew Stepbepson, and durlag the courme of & lopg
tonverustiva he cams Ub tb tha abswar. Hodeally. Ré attribuias balf iha
vesult ta me...but | bave very litlle doubt im my ows wibd about whmre Lhe
wotlon came fram. Andres, [ think, bad later doubts abant the englmscrlog
practicality of the thing, bacause ko produced capiows calculatioms to
that L1 would pot after al) snrkx; sevarthqlass, the caamoo 1o Ih. nacc Machios
18 much ae ho first eugaested It.

Tberefore, tbe Ingeniows notlop t figuras 1n tha piodla pection of tha
ook (not, ipcidentally, The wpobymous mechine) 1 Apdrew The foct that
& 16w minutes with & porket caléulatar wauld prove the tBibg prepooTarous le
oot Andrev'm teult, but mine. The eogimeers who boilt (ba tbiog id tbn wovel
ara capeble of technolngica) marve the occupasts are not guite killed, and
the canpop doss Lodeed give of f & satiefactarlly loud bang. That wvan gond
apough tar me.

fic, @any thanke, Andrew.

the lattercolumn of '.‘lo_r tor mora atartliag revelulione of where of
. ad bow Artbor €. Clarkes was told sboul Bal
ow Bob Jbam pipchad Orbitavilla from Sbetla Boldatock .

lan ¥illiama, B Grats Terrace, Chaatar Bosd, Sunderlasd SA4 TAD

Herc 1a o typed doublsapaca letter from yours traly.
Pirat off, my apologien for not writing before bow. ...

Don“t feal toa bad sbout oat gatisog mby ¥alantleo (abit ehit abie), I

dian‘g get acy aither That'a tha trouble with kelog #c lovesble and populas «

wa Both ars, people tbinx we're golag to gat loada, ao rether than meel) our basds

thay don't botber. Am m rawnlt, we gat oome.
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Ganaetfandon 4cean’t bave apything egeipst you, Cbrie I think you're doisg m
vary competent, herd-workimg job and desarve overy cradit for producing Vector
the way you do. It taWae por sevarance, dedicatioop and gullibllity for doing

1t io the firet placs. Ro, [ bave svery respect for what you're doing. I aimply
happea to Aiasgrae with your sostorial taste. In pactitulay aver your reyiew
esction. Oh you've got soma cobpatent people thare, like dudrew Tidmarah who

is improving. But, you've got & Iot of very ordioary reviewers who give plot/
conteat summary and chuok in & few persawal cpicious. But o what? Aoy literate
peraon could 6o that. The kind of reviews I 4ujoy ere those thst sdd to my
knowledge /awarena of & particulay bogk, that sbow me somethiog ) hado't poticed.
Thla 1a wdat ssparates yous Veotor fram Little Nalcolm's - tbe depth of parception
of your reviewers. Baslcally, they Lack aoy. MNoat of the reviaws io Vectior

are 11ké any o ba found In otber faocines.

Ukey, You could say that what ['m witer 1» pot revieeslng, but criticlma,
Could be. Put 3f wnyone waits roviuwa ail they meed to do Lp Jaok 1p Anelog.
@FR. 543F, for mors wod better.

Incicentally, Harry Bell says if yob waot soy mrtwork, deénd dic sise
requlremente.

I t0ld yoo Ganketfandom didn't keve euything egelost you.

Can’t say the 4306 Of the pardon =ho'a readtag this leiter over youy sboulder.
Kalth Freemen seens incapable of aeaing any polnt at all... ..

{(1°ve dvleted the Test of tbie lstter mince it 1o more relevant to the BAVAN,
whoreio | bope it will eppear. EKeaith im porfeatly able to defeod himaalf, so

1 wop't reply to the criticiewo made 0f bim wnd his fabzlae yeviaw calumn

1 »11) reply, howsver, to the criticiama mede of ¥, and of my aditorial taste
You eet, [ap, that my reviewers lack depth of parception, apd that any
11terate person could do as well. That sa precisaly whare you are wrong, lao
Apy Jiterate person migbt think ba could do a» well - but hov eany bave evar
tried Reviewiog 15 DOt «8 8asy a3 it looks. I dlspute, In eny case, that the
roevievora In ¥ lachk any deptdh I should mot be sendlag ihen booka to review
1f thay tdsuch & 1ack. Mor - apd this brisgs us on to an iMportant palnt -
abould T be sending thew books to retiew 1f rhey weren't celiable: {.e. thay
turn 1o xaviews of & auitable atandard o time - Which 34 Bore than can he aald
for @oat af fans, who pever seet & deadline. Whatevsr happened to those tanzine
roviews you promlmed Ne bsok In November, Iwn?

In your critiqua you make one useful point - that what you are looking far ia
critiolss, pot reviews. I dispute that you can tind MAby 0F a8 good raviews
1o a0y of tbe publicatlons you pame, but we'll ler that ride. TYou desm to
rarget that"Tbe Iofiolty Doy 1a a zeviaw calumn. What I wo atreéupring to achlave
therein 1s to cover the 5f publisbing field as widely as possidle — which ia
rathor differcot to wbat Malcolm Edwards attempted. A close examination of
the Malcola Bdwarde Yectors reveals that very few books got reviewed io mny
excapt the last, doudle, fsmva. Walcolm picked out the bear books to yewiew, and
em sbould be apparent to anyone, it 14 much sasler to say somstbing daep mnd
critical about a good dook than a run-of-the-oill one Neviewas in the prepent
V are caliad upon to review u large punber of booka, many of thwo madiocre.
¥heo the big baoka come along, than they gat correapondingly dasper criticimm -
see Jim Goddard’s 1ook ar Eigh Riss or Chria Morgmo's réview of the pev Jomn
Brunter book. I mo éndesvouriog to sacure the mervices of people vho will be
willing t0 raviaw accasionally, people who ere emong the best reviewow 1p the
country, but maoy of tben are unable or wowilling to do ao at preseat. But

give me some time, Tan, and they'll be thera — and %o will the déspar, more
critical reviews you are looking for. - Ed)}

18 Rapmoor Gardena, Aarrow Middx HA1 1UQ

¥oll, bare | am eitting et bomu with a oasty attack of coughing and sneazing,
havlag Just fipished reading The conileats of the BSFA anvelops that arrived
this morniog. It secwe a good opportuaity ta regay the affort ydu'we put In
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by propagatiog a few garse im your dsrecciom...

You @ to be gettiog a little plasas off by the ratusal of certsic peopls
to accept the Cbris Powlar ¥ a8 an gntity iw itp own right, wbyo they
Dotice 1ts exlatence at all. t's ooderstecdsble, bot 1 really woulds't worry
About it 1f I were you ( eaay far ms to esy now, of cov ; at the time 1 used
to get by the <comparisons with Speculation, which
waa then ptaggériong mocertainly towarda axtiactlon). 1t will pass, ewen 1f
only when you avsotually give up apd the next edizor has to suffer endleas
compariscus with the Chrie Fowlar ¥eotor. ..

1 raally must atop finiabing peragrapbe with three dots. ..

I miened Dap Worgen's speach st Movacon, but I°wve pow had the opportunity
ta read it twlce. Uafortunately, that doesn’t 1aspire me to ssy aoytbimg about
it, except ta point 10 dis remerks about good ald Geceral Framce. I's glad Daa
bas put me straight op this: [ pow realise thacr Framco was & Bad King but o
Good Thing, as proved by the fact that the peopla who have graspered undar bis
Tagime wre laughing. Hure be shot = lat of psaple — but whar the hell, tbay
wore Ooly degove 1 wonfer -~ puraly as e mstter of idterawt - if Dan would
agree that Lanin avd Stalin did e¢n sdwirable job turpicg Russis {wto u world
povar, nod It'a ailly to wake ¢ fvenm about a few trovblemaking kvl =ho got
i tba vay. Once you'we argued that the cods jumtify the meanms, you'vs little
cause for compleint 1f people with «uds opposed to yours atert to use the
medne 0@ yoO.

(([t Burr a+ to type that bit (= Dam Movgen's epvech about Pranco, 1t really did.
I was williog to be perevaded that the complets mpaecd wap''sowetbipg thet

BYTA mevbers lika to d"”, end I don‘t 1lke cutting tbinga, but T Aidn't 1ike
putting that bit Ia. .s0 thanke for writiog 1o, Walcoln, 1 had ay fingers
crosead oONEODE VOMIA €0 #0 ARd Salve ay editorlal coamclance - Ed))

The bGook Teviewo ere verlable, with Brian Oriffic atanding aut as haviag
éomathing iptereatiog to say and the ability to mey Lt. {1 dao't mean by that
thet the otber reviewers lach r[hose qualities, 1 hasten ta add.) I muat take
mild 1esue with Chria Norgan's yeview of Dacade:The 19d0s. TFiraxly, 1t'a an
et adthalogy, not a tantasy astbology. OH, the diatiaction 1a a fairly
9rbitrary one, and the tws happily ca-—e1ist in wany magasinas; nevartbeless. L2
FOU ere pucting togather ap sothalogy ot @f ataries, clearly Fathed and the
Grey Mobaer don‘t balakg thare. Ths dame spplies ta moat of tha canteats of
¥elrd Tulws {which, by the 19405, wes protty enivablad) asd Uskimm, Thare
¥ss auother stream of af psrsilel to tbat represscted 1o Astoumdiog, but the
hmagazipse im which It was bust representad ware Startliug Stori. Placet ftories
and Thrilling Woader diories. Bradbury eosctly wrote for Weird Talss and
2] , unti]l he hroke through 1nto hetter-paying markete; 1 woulda't argue that
be bt have bean inclufed (a4 might Heinlein}. Lelgd Arackett la beat remcab-
ered for stories which wostly appearsd from 1949 guwmrds; and wers modtly of
#hort poval leogtd  Tbs best ia Bvord of Rhiencom, which was ioc Thrillicg
®opd 1p 1840 (under amotbar titla); but 1t is obviously too loog far anp
sathology. Do Camp wod Sturgedn ware both datoundlag sutbora {or, to be precise,
Asrounding-wad-Uuknown sotbors). De Cemp bam slways beea mnch bhappier wriiiog
A1l Sturgeon's beet-kpowp «f of the 1940s 434 appear in Aatounding.

A9 t0 the questica of “mejor worke” - well, it all depends what yon wmasn.
[ take 1t to meen those vorks which are comeidered particolerly iomovative apd
1aflusntial, aad with which the autors’ names are therefors particvlsrly aseoc-
1iated. Eirbar that of work of sxcepticomlly high or lastiog quality. What doen
thia xemp iv terws of the three authors wymtioRed? For Asisor Lt maans, grvit
your teath or sot, “Mightfell™, tbs robot atories, =od ths Foumdation trilogy-
The Bod of Eternity, Tha Waked Bun, ~Tha Martian Way" stic - from the 19508 -
=ay #all b battar atorlas, byt they are hardly tovering literature; mveltbar,
by may stratch of tbs imeginetiom, ¢ould thay ba said to bava changed the course
of stf. Vap Vogt, of course, had stopped writisg by about 1930 (dlacouatlog the
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Loronprehansitile Junatlc who churos out novalp uodsr hia nama nows
DO mrqusest. Aod The S2A Argupect applice with Baimleio ma with isimor
the oacepticoe that &) hie Juvenila novails 1n tha 1530s wat wev stasdarde axd

b) some of bid Wovels - potably Frarabip Troopers and Btracgar nsStrsoge Laod -
bave crémlwd aw wuch Of @ atir ap soything publisbed im the fisld. The gonoral-
Lpdtion 18 more shaky with Heinlalo, an gunural
Beinlelp, becauss vwhatever ble faults he han rarely marked timo.

havp up the good vork. Two ¥iEhes- coe, Lhat Toa Jonsa eoquire
thmt will cut stomcils; (w0, tbak you proaf-resd » Jitila more
curotully. Lasit fwsve 1L Brain Aldige; tbia tiwe it°a Drala Lewi
Griftim (amo comtomls pi Y. mod If [ wore John Willimma [ eov)d very Likaly
muo yoo tar 1he typo oo page 9.

And o#ver wikd the 10wpy t¥ping On thbis lsttar - [‘m & mick map

Wert Adamsca, 34 8% Jamas Cloi

Zorl Adamdca, 19 SA Jamem

. edop, Mull Y2 waw

Cripaal You doo‘t glvs poopln much chasce to write In tlwe for the nagt lamga
»y capy of ¥72 a wd thism morviog., apd tbe coprdate 18 tomOrrow {idat‘e todey).
En, =all, cent ba helped, [ suppose (and it 1e « sultabls puslaamssc for aut

ifog luet tima - [ anticipato very sore fimgers Oy C(he Liws 1 got ta opted,
aainly Oue to the fact that thia Lm aggravalisg & copditioo brouapt oo by 1%1ng
10ke of lettwyre thim mnroing...)

But tban aguic, uo. | ves‘t had time to remd 1t through, |'m mfraid, mo
to attwmpt a propér 10¢ i4 & Bit fatuous. ({1 have eiready resd Dac Morgan‘s
GoHl epeach L Logo, but [ cab’t really aay amytbing about 1t other than that
in wam just me guod to read 4p 1% was (0 dear.] The covar le awitadly atunsing.
and 1 like the imtorior 11)os too. Aled 1i1ked W71, whichk I really sbould bavs
soad bofore lamt Thuvadey

. Bavaral puople smem to Nave writtan Lo Bay tbat thay wsres'y snamcurad
of the cover of ihe Laat Mawslarter. Well, I want to say tbat | Likad 1t by
gbod | 4id. Aod 1'w glad 1bere nothing OR the back of 3¢, cos |'ve dotached
1t mpd put it om thm wall. Lovels! (O ching dleturba aa, Though: who (=
#be??? 1 have tha fesling thet you et Whem You helf-racogniss somsone.. was she
at Baacon or Novacos 87 Eb led, [ paver 1bavght tha BSFa could ba Lika thia!)

({YoU ask & (TLtky Queatlon thara, Mort Who im sba? Nha indeef? Are you list-
eplog out thera, 8aliy? Kot a quostiom 1'm prepared ip adwwer 1R Pribt...aek sn
at Habcom #ben |'® 1n tha vight mood. Morf. And wo, she wee ot ot aby previnee
cong . oEcept immanantly, of gouras. Ab wcll. - Ed))

I concluaion ? wil) prajes you for your stforis witb Vi she's coming
along layely (amd th woren't that maoy typoe is tba lear onel)}; | promias,
veally | d¢, t0 write & proper loc om tbe opxl cos.....

PavI D3 b, 26 Yaat Creacent, Darlington Co Durban

Thank you KIndly for ay copies of 71, iL was =i LaVAl LD te stendard. I muat

udwit to the 10iotlc sintake of m iog Dap Morgan'a speech at Mavacon, | meon

ta ramasbar 1 was In the middala of oo doterceting coDversation ¥1th Pavl Ryan

wheo the Speech wad annnuaned and momehow wn mever got romsd to hearleg it. So
thanke far tbs cbasce 1o pes Et in prist. Wbils weo'ra talkiog abowt gusat-of-kooour
upneches, 1 misaed Garrignc’'s at Seacom, [ wust bave bemo up wost of the night
befare and mlapi thrawgh 1t = 18 thara any chanco of morimg Lt In Yecter?

Bamabody must bave recorded 1it.

I »oulda’t worry too much about the aize of Yectar bscave
14 explsinc to Pavl A, Lt's the gualily that toust and althoy
(&Y o0 40 far, some asam juat alittle boury ve tba old grey eatts
10 da mhat your raad want, judgilmg frow the ba
B ta remaaber Im & pant letter yau mald t
ta Catar fAar copservative tasts. So kow sbout & residaDbt cArioon et

an | Xoop tryisg
af the tour copiles
this ssema
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willing to bave a crack at draviag ome.....

dwd #a to the artwork., TWell, for the last weeh [ saew to have elapt on busas,
in arachkeirs, slunped over the drawiag board aad in other unlikely placas, thae
raason belog of course the rush to get tha artwork togatbay., T bapa you wrsc't
ylasning to0 BADY &XPTASs 14PU4S 1 the = fetoret Doo't get tha iden T's grous-
ing, far from it ~ I bave epjoyed avery winmute of it. Thara's aotbiog fiwer
than watching the dawn came up nvar West Cremcent viewed witb bluoodsbot eyes over
a sta of rongh aketches, tailed 1dw. overflowing ashtrays, sapty tes cupe - it
aakes ma fas) lika averybody'w ides of an artist, and It tloe - but somebow
i1t wl] gets opoiled whep | remember I'va pot £g show my face at wark in teo hours
time, Portunstely [ oaly hsve ta work purt ¢iwe, Dut 1t‘e atill an awfuk drag -
w1l oo the day T cam spend my tims drawing apd paiatiog sf. ['1) start with
the cover 1bat was the first to ba fimisbad and yrobably peeds sams axplabation.
Ad I told you, I was Ricklog sround s couple of ideas, this one wad owa buasd
oR & pACEuES S3Eho) ically portraying the “salvagicg of ¥agtor”. Thia latter
1dan was my (eyOurite beceuss it was a sort of tribure to your andest self ané
al) the work you're doing, and alsec & thank yoo from ma for giving se the chance
to get wy otuff over to a bigger andiance. Unfortodetaly, it wad the Boat A1ff-
1oult tO enecute without It becoming kitach, @0 | let 1t go for tha momani; buc
tha 160a 15 #til] thara, Perbaps we cap use §t to mark the Zirst emoiversery
at your edsbip, wbick, if I'm not cowes Up soop. Auway, 1 weat for
tha more genarsl wacto & lipu-in-epace - well, that‘s what wy dicticosry
aatd, I Oon't thimk 4 meant quits the kimd of Lime 1've drewn but | used
& Jletle mrtiptic Jicenss. 1 hopa it doesn't give your Prister too many beedschbes. ..

.-.And N0 to the pica for the Ballard intarvies... .ths title page 18 falrly
self-explacatory. ['m sorry tbe word "Ballard” gor & litila loat bebind the
lamp-pont, but [ was 4o plessed wiih tbe lamp-post T comldn't besr ta paint it
eut  1'w sure the amatenr Frendians #111 polat oMt rhat it $a aysholic af
ay dialike for Ny Ballard, bur it's Bat...The soup tin wod tha paist brusbes
are fTom page two whare he 1a talking about wabting to bw a% aryist and his rwgard
for Mr Warhol. Na, ms I't #nrs you know, immortalised ths Camphbel)'a #oup tin
on canvaa. T couldn't resiai tha pus oo John Campbell wod Agtounding, mectianed
Tater in the text, The pictyra of Modrcock ref: to the bit whera be 13
talking about New ¥or ond epacitically tha 1110 le intended to depict the lice
"tha battle bsd beep woo". Thu end Ls of courss from "The Cloud Sculptore of
Cors) D",

Depala Tucker, 87 Oakridge Road, Bigh Wycoshs, Bucke EP113PL
Yactor 72 to hand and read: s very good 1asue.

Firstly, of courne, | have to diapute yoUT statemsnt oo p, 50 that Fou are
publimhbing all lecters recelved, (or at Lesst the lmportant bitm), sioce my
own La novbare 10 ke seen. As scon as 1 receivad ¥71 1 read it (oa 3lat Oacember
to be axact) and [ want & brief saie to Kalth Frosman with my reaswal subsoription;
thls was vacaived, eince ! bave wy mew membyrabip card. With Lt - actuslly an
the anme shyet Of peper - | seut 9ome cOmBents 0D tha jdsua {in reapatse to
3our appeal) and eshad €F to paes them oo  Bo thers sre two possibilitiae:
4ither ) be dida’t 4o o, Or D) your stetesent ia - shall we oay - 20t <ne of
fuck.

{(Darn 1t, Deamis, you caugbt me out. This {m a acendal of Watergate proportions
which will mo doubt remd the DSYA rim from riw. | adwit all, the tapes camnot
lie...1 loat your letter B in the echoing ot wp f1llog
syetem, 1 loat I1t, I'm sorry. Tryuly. &nd it won't happen agaln. Mow where
the back 414 T put tha zeat Of your latter....? ~ 24))

For the record, fand 1 wish there to be a racord) 1 couplaimed about the
article "Towards an Alles Liaguistice™ accupying 4pace 10 & Sagatins waloh sa
Supposed to he davored to saiters 1 fietional and thac the
Averagw fun does Dot want thie eort of material. ] obgarve tbat [ do heva a littls
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Qupport (o mome lettara tn ¥¥2, (One readsr even tses tha word "drivel™ for
whai 1, rather paliraly, I thought, cslled "slegant nonaemye’t) 1 fegl that the
fact that qopu wepbers snjoysd 1t ia really quite impaterie) - tbat i¢ hed mo
connection wbatsoever with scieuce Iiction and therefors mo place In a sagazims
which, after all, ia the Journal ot the Britieb Sclence Fictlon Association,
not a"private” fanmag.

{(The hel weight ot ogi . both in letters received and ip personal
campunications, wes in favoor of the runmiog of the lap Watson piece. [ conalder
that the contaot of tbe artlcls wes perfectly at home in & nagazine such as
Vectar, and I do not #o undereatioats the Inrelligence of the average ropdor as
to auppoms that he af ada aould aot yndarstand the articls - E4))

In V72 I Likad all the articles, aspecially Dap Horgan's dry humour.

I alweys particularly epjoy the book revisws, althoogb I fee)l tbat ome or
two of your regular reviewera are perhepe juet a 1littls over-food of the sound
of thelr own volces. (The cletter of thelir own typewritera?) Faor pa, the
1dea) book review conslste of a reasonshbly brief symopalm of the etory plue @
auceinot - but ales not tos leagthy - of tba % ‘e op
a8 to why 1t im a good/bad book. 1In this iseue 1'm afraild 1 couldn't resist a
1ittle Lnward apile at Andrew Tidmarsh’s concern that his unfavourable review
night “destroy” & baok. A raviay in a Jourpal read, at besat, by bundreds
of puopla? Suraly the wonder of ir {a that any publieker sandd frea copiesa to
tha BEFA? | am renlly not tryiog to balittle uyd, but lat's lenye Cloud—Cdckoo—
Lacd and fuce fecte: fatdow pakae 0o difference io 1 to book enles,
wither wey.

David V. Lewis, ® A)die Avemus, Stowmarkat, Suffolk
Rerewith, comments oo VI2:

Artwork: Brian Lewia is redolenr of Fratetts and Fablan at thaly best; could
ba fantady, Dyt thas FRSEF ava 40 Intarmizad as ro ba Mard ro tall apart. The 1llo
could ba a werrior on ald amrth, or s man-like denlzed of eome far plenet, sa the
1 to thy »? ageingt 1t falla down. The ues of the medium of
bleck end white was superd.

Fyan‘s otyle 1e somewhat cride bor énjoyadle {(hid QOrign Express id of course
Tull of 1t}. The black silbouvetie end lines style of illo | spjoyed aa it
involved the observer in tbe 1nterpretation. Gowe were obviously fantasy bomed
<pp 38, 43, 48); hovever, I don't wind that, but enpect others will howl with
anger at fantasy invading the pages of ap af-based organ. 1 equate Ayan's style
to that of old-fasbioned woodcut printa and acoept the CPudeness as part of
the setbod of prassstation, which ja effective 12 the limitead ares o7 hlack and
whity 1llow,

Dilion's style 14 not #a cruds, he I» what I call a “llne” san apd does not
usa the atark contrasts of bekw a8 Ryas, 26 providing a vellaf feoa the hershaeas
©f Ryan, with a maye subtls conpositson. But 1 found his "Letrera" Lllo samawhat
lagkiog in originality mnd rether msdloere. The other 1lloa mada up tar
tbie eommekat flst styls with inosts humcur ib rham. Witk over 20 1llas ia ¥72,
tboee of us who likw » ot of ertwork in zines nuet be gettiog nearly al
require ip thie ares.

Dam Morgan: | eajoysd his spesch =nd axplensticos of bis life etyle, EP,
haugups, etc. [ koow he hes besn aronnd BEFA 2 lomg time, o5 well wp =t w¥ritiog,
tut 1 auat admit ignarence of his work - [ don't thimk 1 have reed apy. Although
I Mave saen theo an diaplay lately, the article was by way of aa intro. to Dan
Morgah ta wa.

Eric Bentclifie: A little pisca 1 found tark ro ths tasta, bDut of course troe
(the 11lc wse very good wxcept for the top part bavimg been loppad off); down
to eartb auns up Bentcliffe's pesasege, in his own style of humour.

Robert Silverberg: Simtler to that devhers, but it would Dave been firat
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at courss if ther incldent had not happaned, @0 tha scoop quality has bean last.

But €0 be falr ome woet judga 1t ay 1f 1 bud cows abued ©f the OtRer rines'
interviewa. Walcolw Rdwerds axtracts every bit of meat fros thim and shows

what & flas daterviewar he Ie) Although the facta are now well known — lasge
wordege cut down, saziml e2amenta la recent sork, Dyisg Toslde autobi hicel ste.
But 1f Malcols Edwerds bad oot undertuken to swcore this imtarview let 1t be kmown -
would otbers have be 0 eager to jusp oo the bandvagon? A glorious firat

far the BSFA] Uniortunately dalayed, but the trumpat must ba hlawn.

Book Raviaws: Plaaty of Ldea and very Intervasting. Good to ses Andrew
Tidngrab is pti1l)l with wa. 1 look forward 1o ssalung hia fictlon Ias prist: 1
balieva yOu maid sOmAWRAYa he Lp working on fiction. T am plansad to ses his
diwsaction of Chelgrea, mithough | baveo't read it yet From vhet | have sean
of verious raviess his comoepte are very true, and probebly are tru u of a auaber
of writers around at the mowent' accleimed by critica saluly op brilliant atyles,
but when read by little ole me, have Do content or maat to get 1nto.

< by Richeal G. Comay, | remd ip ¢ xiog somibwarg and {t perand to
bs a typically umipspiriog “Buglish” »f book 1D tbe mtyle of Wymdbam. Very
middle class bobsaiap, 1.¢ baro liviag [ recall oa & bause boat oF launck and
bad 60 real wialble means of SuppoOrc, except ba worked whan ha falt like 1t at
the Tesdurch gtetion.

Maduesa Emergiog tyAcCole scems ta be tbe same “Epglish' grunt. Chrla Korgao
bas & good ward there, whick I shall intradwes imto Ay votab, 1.4, WA M. -
Mameleas Alian Mea

GobA ta aed & DARA On tha mag chain liat, to which T belong 4od urge otbar
mambers to take sdvaniage of, pop up with a review: Phi) Stepheasso-Payos. |
#njoyed Flight ot tbe Aorse by Larry Niven, which la light, wumorous stufr and
1 agree witb Pbil that N!nn ought ta loak at Bis sallactlamma Rittle and edik
out all the rap lons, which nlggling after a whlla, spoiling
tha anjoymant of tham.

latrargi T um ¢glad ta aes from the lattera thet I was a0t aloas is Rmat
reslly grappiog [an Watpon'a articl Bowevar. other letters were Malpful ia
thiy 4ad [ o= atriviag towsrde emlightemmest,

Good ta

1 nope Jokn Walah's letter shalam Up & faw SOFs Besbars 1619 action to lac
20u knavw what chay thiak of Vector sod the BEFA mad whather Or DOt thay think
they mre gettiog = mquare deal. YFeedback is vital ¢to your functiop, without it
FOu ere oparating ip a vacuum. 1 try to get down oOu paper my reactioms to
Vactor, oot because ! wanl to mes my mame in priat 16k after iab, but bacaues |
fae) 1 awe It to you for 1hu affart you put in. Alao ! don’t {uat prasse, as you
well know, bur tey to offer coastructive ¢ritlcism. T acho John Welsh - gei oIf
your dutra sod weite in loog, ehort, praise, criticiem - 1t is o)l vewdad to
balp keep BSFA slive and kicking.

({Thaoks for ¢hose =ords of emcouragemeat, David. Ye'1a indsed gisd to bave
feddback from membars to ¥ and the BEPA, arf whatavar lemgid and deptb - Ed))

Andy 2avper, 14i Fifth Avenwe, Manor
Apother Vactor ... amother letrer...

& tha fei¥ ¢ux wall rapresentad ia tbe letter spot.

i, Landos E131

...tha abvious first mention la the Dan Morgan article; oo daubt you've

Wad thousands of larrera sttackiog Lim {po doubt you hevem't, but T try to be
aptiwistic)) mo 1 son’t get bysterical let’'s forgel “sure he - tard,
sure bs whot a 10t of people and put » 1ot of people 1in prison” - 1 eean Bitder
Guilt the autohsbns a® wall wa the gas gvans, Hpadolini osds ths resiog run on
time, mud Hteidmw put Alexander Soshepitsyn end millions like biw im lahour camps
20 v could gat amating books 1ike The Firsr Civcle -~ and remember tbat whas ha"s
oot tslking politica, Dan Worgan 1s a vriter of aome flae atariss aod the article
1tanlf wea vory illuminating - L'd bad =y suspicicme that the 3tars series vas an
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attespt at encther Star Trak, [f oplF that bed boen Telsvised jastess of that
pestilential ebortlom of & T¥ serice. Space 1096t1 In any cane, [’1) alwayn ba
€ratets) to Dan Morgap tor hie boob an the gulter - many a happy haur apast
practicing cbord cbangee ta “Littln Brows Jug"!

The bast part of ¥sctor 73 w=as the Allzarbarg imtarview; altbough Lt wasb't
lated - ¢ad rged am 11 1t »as0't comwplatas - it was vorthebile (ncluding.
aora $ilyerbarg would become gasorally awmélebln awer bers - dospita his
gb putput” I (1nd bla novels bBard ta get knld off

1 )80 liked tbe artwork throughout , wod T think 1 must polaot out
Puul Nyab‘a arl es belsg cellant -~ aspaci 7 we 1 tael 1 criticissd hias
magutins Orioco quite Seavily on thie coumt imw = lettar-of-commest; sorry Pavl!
ZErie Baptcliffo'o ploce thraw up a fér idena but wase tao 1ighl-BRarisd - or
ybe = put oftf by the "wa're rubolog cut at rescurcas but eclance will Zlve
us = Rév techwology and a)l ®il] dé weld™ implicstioms. Mapbe [°w (reating it
too sarioualy. ..

¥orson Spmed, 63 Lyptton Aveoue, Letchworih, Nerts EGE 3BY

Thenks for ¥Yectar 72: | bope you cen keop uUp the oame Nigh atencarde of p
atlon and coptributiona 1o futurs 1 Together =ith tha Wemalatitor, & vice
bulky package, snd aoe which raiees gquita a few 1esvee ia ay mtod

Pirstly, Feplivg chastlead for oot baving writtom before, ] muat oxplain
taxcus, excuses) tbat | haven'lt dowé oo hocauss » rocoatly-jolood mowber,
1 4108t waRt (0 jump lo el t0¢ deep end without sseiug » faw issues of Vector
a0 geltlag en idea of whel Lbo DBPA im =l) mbout. 1 imagina this goma ¥
1ot ¢ név seabers, but ms for the bordem aof old-t1 well.. ..

(1 wesp, | could bave writias aome rambliog discau un sapect of af In
s40eral, Ib the bopa af mtirrimg up somec diecussiom, but since yau're abviowsly
wré-otcupind with gottiog 1ho cext iapue typed esd roady on time, and trylag to
find cut vhat wo want (o 3t, this would be & bit out of place.}

about Vector 72. Notable chis(ly fOr grast atrides forward 3b bOOE rayiews
(noth quantity and Qquality), A pity that tbe Sllverberg
view wae uatiniaked - 1t gave B tantelising vier of o comples writer, and
thars'a obviously a lot mare left T0 may ahout him =08t 1WpOrtant part
of tha 1ssuve suat surely be "The Infinlcy Box”, [i1lllog 20 pagas (including
108l amd reviewing such prestigious boova ad High Rise. The Dlapoesosesd asd
[} « Quire Wonesrly, 1 fesd [hat you {or the reviewers) are tuking on toa
much WithID ¢ BhoTL wpace: Juswes Godosrd did oows Justice io Ballerd'e poval

im & plece »bick wes, i #ffaci, b ariicle, tying I0 ®itb oarliar worke, ate,
but T Bon*U thisk you can properly review an iwportant work 1ike The Dlepas
in jusl over » mide, or diamiza Dimigron oa » baok wbith “romtributés pothibg
to at” without sapiaining thia viawpoint at more leogtb mod in mors detafl
The raviewa of Nev Wo apd The Reat frop Fi on tba othar handa, w
ample and aatiafying, pAThaps hacavse the Looks ara Dot aa aigeificast a
thras sentlaned abo which really require aszeakls articlan (Incideot:
thanke to Chria Morgao for esttling, sl Llaser far me, the Bi3Up ovar the
aulborabls af “Sbip of Sbedows”, whick bad we baffled for some ya. )
Ovarnll, aloo, 1 thiok, thare aeems ta be = nesd fOr & ¥es bit mors satbuel
(o thia maction (Bohori Jackeon notes this witb regard o the faszime raviaws
in ASPAN). | hnow thia Ia a he
wtatemgat; 1 alep Wmom that [ say Lt bearing mind Tad Sturgeona ravle

Galaxy, which 1op°t & talr comparieco bacavas everybody doesp’t think Lika
Bturgeos. But - =t wmat muraly be ch emollvas] as Intellsctum) io impeck,
asd, wsll, eotbasiasm L ibféectious.

Nabe af Lhe shove CAD PreveRl &a ID Lhe slightast fros pralelng all asé sundry
for & very Tlae wnd vary Tull raview wecrlva.

Ip your “Lead-En” to Yectar 72 you ask for “mora intelligestly arguad latts
comakructivaly crixicining tbe jourasl and 1ta tontenta™, | nope | kava, ot Least
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partially, met your need. As a flnal poime, 1'd 1liks o say that 1 fipnd Vactor
a yaculier mixture of, 1or want of better words, the “istelisciwal™ (like Ten
Wateon‘s articls in ¥71) and the “chatty™ (I don’t necaessgrtly maan Rusoroue or
Gol apeechea, bot saserhing lika Edmund Cooper‘s "Violepce iu BF* in ¥70). The
di fterance the two 1i» of tope rather tham subject-marter, mnd
thet'w vhat wakee tham clasb. 1n mpite of Dave Langford's fsara of “the dreedad
creeplug academa™ (V1) [ ally think you'd do well to wove Vector nore
poaitively 1z one direction of tbe other, praferable to tbs "1ptellectugl™
=ide, oot because this 1o tbe “suparior™ side of of of aapthing. but Vecsuse
Jou ¢an rhea use tha Nemslatter fOr the epecific purpose {as wol) ae providing
#aporta {row the various BSFA officials) of counterbalencing this saricusssas,
Tatber thap mixing the two up ifodlscrimiomtely undar the agme Zorpst. (David
Lewis expresnes a almilar apinton an page 9 of Newsletter 4). It would be
pretty iwpomaible, es well e» pointless, though, to divide tbe letters up in
thia way. WMoet of them {like this one) ave n mixrura af asricusaasa and light-
basrtedness sod 1t°'a ‘Mportunt to publist a vide spectrus of viewe.

DO [ agy "fingl poiot” a while back? ¥el), wa're al) falltble. Talking
about letters, it cccurs to we, reading a few Veotors, tbat tbere doesn't eces
to be much feedback bekween their writera (Aod Tidasrad sasas to Dave = mano~
poly of thiw) - wbich mxpluing why 1've droppsd too many nemen im this letter...

It's woddenly occurred $o me, writiag tbie, what a bloody difficult Job it
st be aditing e megezios. Apart fvow all the hard slog. achieving the kind
of balasce rhet parfecrionists like me paaier yob for ausi ba precrically imposs-
ible, wacapt for o gaaiua.  (1've got grsat feith in flattery.)

Haap Tha Tactorp caming mnd all 38 torgiven.

Divid Pency, Hantyc dolfa, Walshpool, Powys

1t crapt Lu with tbe dawn and lay (u esbusb 1o ths lettarbox, just waiting for
®a to asunter past on Dy WAy to work, oblivious £o any soch thraat of danger.

1 1t paaricog Out st m« sith lirtle etwpled aysa glinting throsgh thas

upines of the holly-bush, sbove the spines of the barbed wire (it 11y t»
taat kiod of latter-box - [ made it eyself froe ao old packing ¢ and halt

& weittea oft aladga). Just wa I raschea for it, the Thing leapr. Straight to
my tbroet, famge uibbliog, up, up, elweye closer to the jugular. T went down
1a & heap, but masaged to hnee it in tha groJp and we rolled dovoslopa and
1810 1b¢ étrewm whera T gof on tOp efd R¢ld it ubdarwater uotil all aigna of
atruggling had ceased.

When I opened it up there wers jJust thess two comics 1neide, ¥sctor aod some
pieca 0f torwign called BSFAN (alien forsign, parkapa?).

Seriously though (1f you can delisve that you ¢an bellaws wopthing) I 1ike
tba way both ¥actor avd the Newsletter are molng Yastor. L my opimiom, qught
ta be the mora garious 2ine Lt Lla, and the presant sixture of newsa, articlee,
1ojormaticn, letters mod the remt i» sbout right. Vector should sot, under anp
circumatances hecome more fapasab., Tha fanxipe vaviaw rup ic the Newslatter
19 an wxcellent service, and Of graat nae to thasa Dot familisr with the fanzipes
thare are (and who 1e?). But tbe BSFA, wlthoogh helpiog Candom. mdovuld Aot be
fannlah 1tself. fThare 1a a littla too much Jumecy La fandom that the officim)
body supposed to represasr st in Britaio abould Bot be too involead witb. [If of
18 tp gat anyvhere over here them it wust bave someons willicg apd abla to
promote 1t, aad tha HSFA is the 1dea) organimstion for dalng tbis. (Like they
say - when you go for & job, you nead to impr & ho ma you comb your batr
ARd ®maar your beat ault. Once you've got tbe job thinga cap slip a littla. It'a
tha same Rind af thing with the ESFA and fandon. One 34 the face we sbow to the
sotablishment, the otber is the face wa sdow tO vur frisuds.)

[ enjoyed the lcose, chatty mtyle of tue Hewnletter. This 1a haw it shauld
be in & "housa™ zins oirculated to sambers only. And I agres with ¢ remark made
sowsshere that Vector sbould ba tha prerry oae {graphically). Just e lcog e
the Nawaletter ix legidle (mesrly this time, pearly) thea anytbing wors im
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teally suparflucus.

I enjoyed the transcript of Dap Korgen's apesch. Be esid a lot of senslblae
tbings about writing It 1e pot the heady, snapiratianal thing that most non-
writere oeem to view it 46 Apd writing ls most certainly 3ot an axcusa £or
ot eorking” .

The book reviewa sere okay, thaugh [ d1d4 find the one om Bellard u :I.lt.t:l.' too
ettusive. (1 vas mare a abart article om the ean thas a roview of Bigk Riae,

T agree completely with Urtan Gyiffim about New Worlds. T mlways raad 3%,
apd T alvays feal taat 1 ought to epjoy it, but samebaw tt mever quice comes of?.

I read Uhalgren {or mast of 1t) u Touple of maptbm age. | boopewtly can't
remaaber the truck rFlde your reviever tells of, bu maybs that'e Just my weeory.
It wam that kind of book, and tba deteils tead to hlur after a while. ] wssn't
100 iwprensed by it. Clever, hut a blt like playiog =)l ths right pates dut
playiog tbem al) op the oame pitch - § 4. lacking in pamathiag called soul.

{[t's = pity ai) tbe bocks that get reviewed that mre published by Robert
Esle get suck bad patices. Becauss they publish both wy booka tanl TYea, [ da
koow they briog our am avful 1ot of crap. Mot 1 #o 11Xe to think ihat uny
bring aur 4ome thet are el laest reedabla. Eone Raglly, A faw.})

Jokn Walsb, 21 Zelvioside Gerdeos_Eest, Clasgow G20

Tbe ink coverad fly cravls again. I'a thinkiag of weatting it asd buylng & type-
¥riter.

Apyway, theak you for ¥72. Apd thank you for prictiug that iovaluabls postal
iptervies with fobert Bilverberg io 1t. It was hlluslastiag aad informative, e
8elight 10 read (bui ibea, aaytbing Rabert Sllvarberg #ritas lavariably la) and
Oepresaing if tha anavara to soee of tbe questlions ralaed in It bavan't changed
Yor sxumple, an poiot raised 16 the (atarview was tha queatios af

ot in ot . 1'm atraid | don't ragd many af
magazim aod | éon°t even read tboew ¥ regolerly. 1 atick to books iit's
thie damn scap, y'eee). S0 1 was somawhat murprisasdand seddeved to diecover

that these was, and for all 1 koow atill 1e, ceceorshilp 1o Galaxy aad otbar

oegs. 1 can hardly helleve 1x. I'11 really meed to get bald of aces of 1hem
and sem if it still the 2. Bacautk L0 bava to hawpar and destroy a atory
io euch & way. much a sen » vay. 1e « copcept that is very berd to graap.

Apd why 18 1t dope? (Assusing it etl)l is.) Becausw thu woth of the kids =bo
Tread the magorises famplais. Presumably the ohlldres won't te allowed to boy
them un 8 thay're kapt corplatsly chadrs a ., at the noat, written supbamistic-
411y, Well, perhaps thet dose partislly sxcuse tha sditors. Bot to find that
such ({nfluential traces of the motbera' puritanism, which no doabt daws srise
uincerely from & similar early indootrination 1o @ eecss of decency, mtill existe,
makes wa fael waly quesay. That whole facet of the concopt of decency {1.a.
cengarship in gensral) skould be totally sradicated, 1 souwstlmen leel.

I abodday whan I Ilmaglae rthe gruasoms offects that would be produced by
censoring ons of Habart Silverberg's or, wovae, one of Hariao Bllisou‘s sbers
Ararias, Might as wall burn thew, sod for the same resescn tbat witchea were
Burned: woue.

1 wom't say asything ¢bout Jilverberg'a fairy tale 1like traasformation fros
Back to struggling gesius other than that ] would like to koow sore sbomt the
reasonsa that caused hilw to atteapt to regaic bis artistic iotegric¢y (which be's
done, adairably). Aud it'a a pity to discover that NEL ere keepinmg s0 muny of
hla books out of priat,

Apother worryiog thisg iR the (aterview, and thenk tba gode ba sald later
2w prohedly woulds't, wes whep Silverberg seid "Pariodically I thiok about
eliminacing the remainiog bit of cutpnt™.

¥o. Hs mustn't aver.



(7] YECTOR 73/74

It would, 1 spagine, be 1ike lomiog » baby that hae juat been born, i Lresh frow
the womb, and 16 truly alive for the very firai tims.

§ warmly approve of the quantity apd, much wore faportant, the quulity of tbe
book reviews In Y72, [ suepect, unjustly perbape, that thy rest of the hook
reviewera are becoming alighrly slckensd by ¢ll the praive Apdrew Tidasrab bas
baatt racalving of leta. Kell ~ prapery to puke again. HRia reviews really ere
vary distioctive, through their apparent polish and inaight, and bacaose of his
2ipe critica) ability end bis personality.

[t's dofortuymate that the othere have to be judgad heslde bim bacauvss sll of
the reviews, in themselves, ere a plassure to read, evan if 1 2or ane never buy
& quartsr of the books wentioned.

Anywey, V72 apd the Newslatter {especially the Bob Shaw articla) wars ou the
whow spjoyable, except for ope 1ittle part, Chria, wher ypou sllowad yourself
to 1odulge in "over-reecting to negative criricisa”. I ¢an’t omake wmp judguent
on the wmlidity ot the critician, being oo racent a mambar of thy BESPA, but 1'm
afrald tbe tamptation ra vent your #pleeo ebout it om paper will mever be very
conmendable. But, aloce it is so ¥ to over-resct to appareotly personsl
celticlaw, mod hard to believe criticiem at that, 1 guess you are forglven.
This once.

COMMENT ON THE ABOVE LETTER:
Personally, 1 think it's brillsent ...(I dare you ko print that!)

Ray P. Harrisoa, 18 The Withes, Grunge Est, Owventry, Worthmots KN1? 4QW

Thank you for ¥72. 1 enjoyed all ot it vary much, [ thiwk thim ie ths beet
looking Vector you Bave adited, mminly dus to the profumion ot intarior Lllce,
although tha caver mas good too. | Liked the Dan Norger Joff speech mpd found it
quita readebly but mot perticularly emlightening. The Silverberg interview,
even thougb ipcompleta, wae, I thought, worhtwhile printisg, though as almays

[ tivd wyoel? dlsagreulog with him. One piace I wound bard to awallow
bis anewer ta the last question, when he reforred to genre fiction and true
povala. Thie reads o ms 1ike u back-kacded ipsult to mf writers and reedore
Etill, each to bie own,

“Tha Inflniry Box" was reelly good thie issow and owe of the beet reviews
was of Dhalgren, by Aodrew Tidmarah. [ certeinly hope #r Tidearsh will oot etop
coptributing to Yecter as he secss to be able to strike a balanca between attack-
ing « book apd ravivg entbusiastically, rarely matched by maby other reviemsrs.
Opa reviewer =ho cap match hlm, however, ia Juods Godderd. who wrote tbe very
goad pieae on High Rims. Tnfortuvstaly it wes merred by tbe leat perspgraph,
which was io oo way pertinmt to the book.

The Letter Coluan wam not bad, but [ parsovally preler them to be more contro-
verasal (thia ja my lorid neture cowing out). Let'ehope you get wore responEe
this time.

1 feal congratulations (or thacke) sre due to you not only for putting oot
@uch Righ stsodard Yectors, but mleo for the freguency of tbem, whlch im
iteslf whould bhelp to imepire a responee.

David E. Bridges, 51 Crawshaw Grove, Sheffield 98 7RA

I 8 gotag to eTert oIf by smyiag that it'u been a long time silmce 1 lust locced
Vector and thst i1t‘s about tiwe...etc, wben 1 suddenly realised that T haven't
1o fact locced Vector bafore (ar at least if T have ['ve forgotten). O well,
thlok yoursatf luycky snd theo atart to wonder why yoor luck just ran owt.

1'm dolng as you suggast and dauble-apacing. It sure looks fuvuny though.

Thia ie getting ridiculous. Who aver heard of a ripe comiug oot regularly.
You just caw't do it, this Tegular-aem-clockwork-svery-two-months bit is more then
the humap nervoos system was built to taka. Fow I'm not eritlolaing {though [
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supgome it might Look tbat way), but | Just wander Now lobg Jou'1il ba abie ta
carry Ob &t this rete. ‘Hulf ag¢id. You're doiog s grand job | ws vary
pleased to seu #c mapy Lllustrations 1n the osw type VYector; I'w sure thero s
60thing wore calculutad to pravect = nine beipg reed tham ¢ dearth of 1llos.
dctonlly 1'm murprised you kaven‘t bha¢ buckstfuls of complaipts about that -
ususlly @xbing over 2% 1llustretiona sttructs latters from tolk complmining
ebout the raductlon 1o text/psgs locrospe aad hepce cost, etc etrc, that 1illuatr-
4aticnd causs. Of courde io cames )ike P Monibly tolk writs Lo 1o complain
that the tmatyusl contemt Im equNesElng cut the artvork,

1 mgran with you sbout the 81ze at the revier coluan, 1t L JookKiDE good.

1 would 1ike 10 @46 & raturt ta the ebort-short ravliaw, though, tho oot-sxcludad-
(rom—raview-at-a-laler-dsto type Of (bibg. Poasibly tor paparbecks, juet to

#1d veadora avar » snap deciaiop ot whick paw bpok to buy omxt. 1t would be vee-
Less for herdbacks becausé wither you are golog to buy s hardback vhatever
ravievw Lt géts, or you urr willing (0 bn porsunted to buy ooe, 1o which casa it
would take mnry tham @« couple of 1L tc 4o the job.

Dave ford, Boundary Ball, Tadlay, Basingatako Hunts

Agein thuokee for Vector. Dob't mentiap Mr Bel)l e davice, pleass, |°m loadan
up to hers wiIN Traumata cesulting from {ts use combinad with my lousy heariog.
This ranched am sacitisg nem Jow (9 wsok® agd, when [ phoped thy &GP0 thamsalvew
to aak abouC « phope with e turoadle-up valime...] thiwk T goi tbrowgh all right
bt WEGLNAT tbey told m¢ abytbing rémmins obecurs, ms 1 cauldn't hear thow.

1 von't besdwrila moy mare )sttors. 1 koow you were thiokiog 6f me whod
you wWyots that bit st tho owd of ¥721'a lsttar-colums,, .hnow y§ that whan the
fussg blgw in this daanad boets:, thare 1» melther power for ihe alectric typer
Bot 11gbt by which to udeé \be portable, and suh ahriakibg of fruatratlon I go
oul f6r m drink and do my writing {o the bar, which accounts for movers! things.
411 thie hmppena protty often.

<

cond letter) Wauing ringlly apaembled my do-it-youraalt Yactor kit
thaokg %0 the ®iDdly ope {ob »1] rigat, Betth Fresman), who provides me »ith tha
full taxt ot the page whleb blank 1D ¥ when [ first bad 11...apd ¥hich |
[yps this om the back of, Lhat you may koow 1 did 00t AguaDder 3t OB uséloe
projacts such me writieg best-selling movala...bel), I've forgotten where tha
eantence atartad. Alse ['m $p Typiog Wods B - portsble, =0 csrboa ribioo,
#iitiog oo the edge af the bed. Tipp-Ex out af reach - 4o tbis wla't goabs ba

& nice pratty lattor like tha 1aat 1ime’s. Where was [7 0Ob yes, the ma
Wall, | read (t. Apd. . .Er, = bit TALD idia time, po? Ureula La Guin's spesach
vaguely sonoyiog, maybo & bit protentious; [ap Wateon's placa qulte

"asplandidly uoreadehle™ Li1ka the good €10 TI§ matld about bim first bonk.. Soriously,
| «howed tbat cos to Hated, who La a llaguist (pearls bafore emaerps where |
tadcearned, 1A lioguiatics) and aha gaid, 1 don't undardtend thie. Ob well. ..

1t warns yp with the reyiass, and nves aecludiog wsine, tho lottora are protty
g00d. Ter aowaube tn 8dod yau sowme bettar Articlea, Chris. Who? Ma? Mot we?
Adanaarg

R.[. Barycr, 18 Musgi Rond, «, Lonson SE14_SPw

Wany thasks for the ¢opy of ¥I1.

. .Ap to more aviging) wnrh, | spant = plansant and raidy baur ome day (% Lhe
City of Lobdon’s Gulldbell Arl Gallery Ivcklhg at tbo romarkabilicies of a» axhib-
iticn of prints, drawioge, deaigns etc, amtitlud “Londos w0 It wight hmve boao™.
The exblbitiop clased on 3Oth Dac: tbers 13 a scent of stale oewa about it byt
| ¢an make momsotbiog of 1t usimg 1t =e & palut of dJepartura - soms of 1ba
proposals for aliaring Londan or rebuilding hite of 1t ware wod are truly
smating. This piacs #havld be coming yaur way ip the naarioh future... .

..A auggontion about laca. [f Lt does nDot maka your pripter bald out bis
band pal® vp WAy a0t vae the sctuval letter rarmivaed wd » madtor asmd redoce (t lo
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mize tor priating? HNot only would It mave typing tima, {t would wldu eocoursge
the developmect of legibla handwritiof «=d the opread of typewriters with naw
ribbats wod scrubbed type.

({Uptortunately, mttractive as this 11Ra may ecem, IC $a gqulile tmpractice), PEY
Gf tha letters sest to ud would not reproduce satiefactorily in thie way. It naeds
u bit snrs thsn scrubbed keys Apd nes ribbons...It meeds wo 18M Salectric end

& ¢arboD rIbbon t0 gel th1e quality...aoythiog less would bo illegible - Ed))

[f it doesn’t yun your print order up the creech why oot got Yactor's cover

00 calourad papar? Mo ostler how cwréful Lhe promswark sod collation

uod bow frequently the bsnd-wasbing, whitez paper covars look grubhy froe the word
E°- Yho koows, it cauld lend itmelf to @ eort of ¥isv indexing, viz every
yeur‘n firmt jgmun: phacking pink; tha mecond slectrlc bIus; ¥hird tacue: trog
Rrespn, and so gyeacruciatingly on.

(tMooay, Wr B , monoy....-Ed))

In the unlikaly avent you find = doarth of coal) bits of ariginal artwork coming
your may, why oot try tho Dover Pictnrisml Aychivaa? They give you the free use
of up 1o ten 1llustretinea from thair aa in any One publicatiop  Eapénelve
yed, aod ruinous a4 you heve to cut thes out %0 Btlck Lhes ot your smaler, but
then where «Ise could you get 1800 =00dcutd froaThomms Bewich and him mchool

{07 various but moutly emall eizos) for under [3.00 (probmbly £4.00 by now}.

{IAp ipteresting poklon, but at preeat we hiré Ou shorlsge of original ariwork - Ed))

1 look forward ta the Bliah mgecin) iasue Craye no-one‘s Indulgence, sepeacimlly
thama who don‘t ot it good but 1p the next ue and @ocner. Blleb I» one

of those curicue writars thet needo (here | speak personally) thougbl om. Like
amy writer you could {11 20 LocliEad) tot up his Teults 0D Geveral pairs of
hande hut whao Lt cowes £o Bla virtued.. oy wre much more mubtle, wuch more
slusive, siwply Docavse they mre @0re fundameéntal and casoatial, wore e« metter
for he pArdabality of tba remder | can now nit pick boles 3o the logic med
aath and iéchoicmlitine of the Citien i6 Flight books but | cao stidl recémber
fhaw with so inviolate vividneas. (Unti) | discoverad & aecondhand paperback
copy of Eart Como Homn ( mod pafd 20p for Lt in ths daya whan 20p was 4&/-
and quita » aum to mpand on « aingle itom) somo ot my frae tipa mes apast in thae
1d1n copalderation af how To vel @ 11brery nardoeck of Lt oD & junlar tichet
and 1€ pot that ®ap baw Lt could ba wede to vunish frow tbe abalves In an wndet-
&ctable mod perfoctly legal mapmer. 1 haws no doubt | could have cut my Imtell-
¢ctusl milk teoth om womething botter but momehaw 1 nowor tounn 1t He namaged
to sapand tha mind rather thanm inflata it. So much for tha pargonal aa a raader.
Now far the more gever: Once agaln hip 1Dpect oD &f 4% & wWhols 19 eubkle - &
atmpaphere mpd @ tone 16 Culto abtirely for graoied wnd ls hat La found difficull
10 f8flne. The oexl (webly yéara wil) prbblhly moswer the question - Lhis 18
32 anyooe will cave to mske 1t. Blish had not tha mort of chroms flash srd
prctenaion that attracte tha pundita and those who write about af rsther than

ta 1¢, They'll probebly ignore his @At of wickedly aub cluws and the
nauty hook to ble beak apd the rake of hi« wingé and put hio smongst the dodos
and rhus dismies bim ¢rom dicsussion. St111, ke‘)l bm there aod paid the back-
Bsbded compliment af cithor virulent denuncistiom aor tha aart of apnlogelle
dismtaanl that will he, momehos. always folt to he neceseary.

...Incidentally, do yau auhacribe, or the BEFA, tc an agancy for cultlpge
sbout m¢dence tlctiom in general? I not why not? Can pou think af » hettar
way to gat togather (with no mare offoft than the alitting of savelopas) =

mort nf yegular Vector feature entltisd "Psyopd the Chette”, "As othara aep us”,
and an on full of quales wkd prakfella 10dulged Io by oowspsper hecka?

{{Mo  Why? Mopey. .-Ed)}

Le Guin'p Blawing of the ram-a horn Inaids Jaricbe 1a inapiring etuff but
®, premature. 7The ghetto will nat ga Juat yat, it pay even intannify, partly
cot of econamic conventions, vis of eell 10 #n unspectacular mannsr whan laballed
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at such, woptly from tbe perverss babit of bookebhops who preter to divide up thesir
stock 1nto auch cutegorles ut opvele, mf, oripe, westarns, authobiographies,

ate, out o costower courtesy. Fancy baviog to wander throngh the whole slphebet
ot shelviog juoet to swe what bad besn newly publisbed iu »f? Incidentally, up

to & wesk 9go py local librers used ta shelve Dick nest to Dickess; now, by populer
demand, a1l the of occupies ope labelled seciion of ahelviog to itself peat to
Metoricel rosances and 1 give you two gues which of the two shelves haa the
Jeast books on them. Boll on public lending rigbt

Beeides which haa Mra Lle Guin ever ptopped to consider the folly of breaking
out of one ghetta mnd bedbg content to remgin iu tbe ome yau find yourself ia then?
T gpemh obout that dremdfol. wolipslatic, ratbole with a cracked looking gl
ghetto Xnown sy wodern litersture. That soug stampiog grouné of trivinlity,
conceptusl marcissien and lobotonised rawlity. Why mhovid af exchange ane ast
at c¢liches which sre eo well worn that it is virtually ospacded of any new writer
that he vse his imagipation, use all kis inkereat skill from the word go or
perleh belore birth; for & set that resiricte the flald of litarary vpdesyour
to autobjograpby (naked or tasretully disguimed as flction - James Joyce's Old
plindoles 1f pou 1ike) aurecslidm god water, milk and Eefika aad angdt iv a bedstt.
Al) energies would be devoted to clvaneiog that aty mad life ia too short for it.

Thet was, perhaps, the whole trugndy of the NerWava. 1t threw eway the baby
with the spaceablp. It demandad of of tbat i1» de literature with a capital L
und 8t leasat be aware of tha wide world outaide the gbatto wall but 1t pever
adked of ltsglf: what 13, whet sbould ba, literature? It atteapted to de a wave
but it chose 3 puddie to be it ip and thet was that. It taok wbak it found at
face valug and eelf deFinition, 1t raised Dot & perep about ths Eaperar’s Wew
Clothee

There ia a spectrun outside the ghetto but what sort of apectrum and does af
(speculative or aciance) really suffer frob such an infarsariry complax khat
1t Bust accept everyihing in bt apectrum out uf & desirs to baloog ta 117
The poles of the apectrum might by charactérived ox Jawe - “tby mort of book you
can read while kaitting or wetching the TV” is pameoce‘a defipition of the populer
aptcima of which Jaws i3 bot the latest example; and the rarificd hothoues atmos-
pbere of the asvant-gards and the graves of scedeme, eymbolieed perhaps by Oh
Calcuttal apd an Americav university which has & tame poet who writas nice
littie poems ip the nanner of Emlly Dickinson, whicb are printsd $n the ualveraity
oagazlnes, collected and published by ths unsvarEity preas and have lewrned
artleles writ ypoo them and the influenca of Emily DICKIn®OD ob them by the
trawnge critics wnd literary pundits of that U.

Thow twn polesa will naver crosa-fertilice. The gap 1a too wide. I'va no
doubt such = polarity exises Ln af: #ay Wra Le Guin‘a The Dispossesasd at obe end
9nd Bar? the Barbmriao at the otbér; bot unlike the mainatream, the gap 3
bridgeshla, the insgination to build auch a bridge 18 nor fead, end the deoand
for it ja 411) there. The Jaws epd 0f waimptrean ia quits heppy whera 1t is:
in the next few yeara we can all look forward to Soo of Jawe, Feme Teeth, Jaws
mmets Godzilla,...cma you Dot hemr the cash registers? If not Jaws, well.. aardines,
Uouse, Ant, ete...

The mroves of acadens ara quite happy whare they ave! myobolised perhaps by
2cpaone’' s oboervarion that if you wanted to publish & lmerosd end defibnltive
<ommentary ypon the works of Nathgnis) Fear the Lord apd Flee from Foramleatlan
Suith (18068 - 1639) puritaen divipe and rellgloua poset, the mcademic pr will
21gbt anongst thenselves Ior the privilegs wharsas ihe publication of a pew edition
of Smirh'a works will mamt with w profound publiehing imdiffereace. The only
creative thing they aya likely to cowe up with is for sxasple the loglcal outcone
of tha moontain oi scholarsbip accreting to the worke of Eenry Jeeer which oay
be crudely summsrised ae “Wenry Jamae ia God, bul de mas too coy apnd allusive about
A9x”, 1.o. one of thoae eritics who by now ehould koow mpors about Japes thap
Javna kmow .,

((A11 righer, falke, thars comes = tine to call o dey, aud thia has goné om lovg
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encugh., Wnat 1 haxm run of tble lotter im about 44 puges out of & ..1t gosa on
a0 ON ADd OD 404 ON 1n the aane pemi-cohgreat way - and 10 you dJop't thimk It
1a mowi-cohereul ms printad, then §ou abould see tbe oripinal.. . [ wouvld »t
to reproduce (¢ but 1'm afrald typisg 3t vould wake too clemr  Yem, i1
hand-erittan. ['m sorry, Ur. Barycxz, but thero's fusl mo wore vanm in the
olyma. ana tf | typa anatbar word aud hsus 1o apond amothar minutm trylus
10 daciphar your writing mnd moaniog, 111 go imasos. Ridisg imaids this Atatribs
of & datter are ona ar two good 1desan wbich, 10 ¢ rly and cogently expressed

on e coupla of pa Lagtead of gight would bm =oT(h ryediog. .and princiog. Ho
more, goood r . 80 pore = Ed})

EWDLET TERENDLET FETTERERDLI T T 2TTER

¥heo 1 took over am wditor, | requested lsliers of comment - 1 wanted Teedbach
A0 [ atl)] do. Aoy coanests - pand tbad Lo me. Bul Lf you want thew to ba
publi bearing in mind that: a) we are short of money and can't afford this
many pages; b) we are expecting someone to read these letters - then make your
letters clearly argued, coherent, cogent, precise, and grammatical. In future
only the letters which best fit this definition will be

published. Sorry and all that, but
that's the way it's got to be

to maintain standards -Ed

785

...Well, actually V74 is in your
hands, this being a double issue..

Next Vector will be 75, due in
the first fortnight of May....

...to carry reviews, including that
of Chris Priest's new book; the
Elwood interview which got squeezed
out of this issue (yet again); and
as much of anything else as we can
fit in...

...plus a cover by Paul Ryan
(probably) and more interiors by
Dillon, Cooke and (I hope) Higgins




LEAN-IN [
(<ont trom p 1)

i.G. Ballurd, edited by Jis Goddard, 11 L= due aut im = couple of momihu, aud
wé BOpe 10 Driox you WOrA Eyad of 1t €8 soon am it becowes puallabis. 11 wild
of CoNrse be ceviswad. .tbaugh whmwe mball get to do 11 ehen the tvo majar
Hallerd wxparts arv 90 ipCi tely {ovolvad Lo tha bhook (& hard to tell! Aoyway,
004 Tuch Lo Jiw with the book, and masy tmenks for the chanca of uming the
jotervie ¥I3/74. I bope you'1l mll agres with mo tbet Peul Uillos bas doow
very well wilh tbo illusiratines, strigiag @ Lignt-bamried tose which nicaly
cootraste the enriows cate Gt \du Intervies.

Tbe otber major itee 10 thim lapue, “Tho [mtinity Box", omca wore OCcupiés »
MLE® Propartion Or spaue  dhilal (t im beginoiog to achizwe tbe &ramdlh of
covaruge =hich | dealve, it hag at1)] snac way ta go batore 3t achievea the
critical depth wbick 1 chaula T the losg *ere I hava great hopes in that
dtrectico, but for the prageot the column will ma doubt (all rather uncomfortably
betvesn two »loois, nar daep ebuugh for thy lovera of trus oriticiam, end oot
briet cmough for thuse «ho juel want etort repart/rer Am an pection of
the lotter-column will show, thare ts Coneidaruble division amonget the
corraspondonts €bovt thie: it'a guite apparnot that we cannoi picase all of

you ml) of the tiwe I get tha lmpressiop that mosi o the vritiet
“edltorinl tadte”, and vofavourable comparisons mith the Welcola EO
of the Jourbal ceotre around tha ook ¥aviw Dompite tie impr.
way hurs beeo gained cluowhara, ] 00 1ietsn to this criticism, sod ] sm atrivieg
to w0 somethisg mbout the 16» which obaarve. Wy
telatively slov pragress io this dlrection akeuld te judged against Lhe tact
tbat [ mm nlup bravily fovolvad Lm othsr gspacts of the tartuaus praoc at
§a:Uing the BSFA onlo i1a feet agatn, wa wal) s (o doostiog Yeck

pacially overscas. ALl thim takes tim

0 wbieh 1 would gladly uee for
the batler ditiog of . But such 40 ool %a be, for the prescut, mlthough
y rhaoge wheo E#9[) Frésmes pmumcs uo 1he Trassurership abd Comds avet
Busioeas Maoager.

ToM are probebly festing that thia 1a yet anothar of tbosa Fomler editorisls whieh
asy rotbink. 1t 40. | OFfer up 12e excuse that | an always 8a ticed by Lhe time

1 get to this point, that | mever fimd 3t passible To @ske ®y b.mib wark well
anougb 1a flad @ametdiog world-shattering to asy. ['e just » bumble sdlirar
pubbibg wy isb, muable, mushla. 1 am cheered by tha thougbt tbal WanCon looms
apace, wpd Lhal ] ehall sac u)l kinda of oxriting pacphls tbeit, 1#btw 0ld friend-
2b1ps, and péerbaps mako sone new an Pa¥haps 1°1]1 avou moot wowe Bf you wyéter-
lovm prople wha send @o lattora, avrtwnrk, Or reviaws. That'a a vary pleamant
thaught ta and on.

--- Chriatopher Fowler, Reading, 17/3/76
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I i\biok that you will that ifie (llustration whick tekes up most of cals
page (= really somatwing. | ooly hope that my (il1ing Of tbe dpace abave with
TYPINE O0eFE’t unbalance It, aod thet tbe dellcacy L# mol Joal in tbe pracaes at
photo-reduction ansd priotiog. Tule plckurs droppod throwgh my letter-box, nut
of the blue, wilh » bote froa Uavld Wigglom, trom whick | quata: ™...1t atarted
off sa m panci) skotch for m paiolivg, which 1 bave coversd with felt tiy pen.

1 reslisa that Lt may not evam be priotmble even L} cowsidared pristworthy -
anycay. please lat mz koae shat you thiok abow ft.* W¥ell, Dewid, what 1 1bink
sbout 1t 1im that 3t ia ooe of tha most beautifyl and delicsta placas oI EFEWOrk
which | have amern 1n this avr any other racent fe It bus echoes of Steve
Fabian asd parhapa evan Ly £ddie Ja
all 1tu cwm. | hope thet wa ahell by aeeiog more ©f Duvid'a wonrk in the sear
Zutur 1'd boped to uas thia am = iead-pagn tor “The Cellyloid Oream”, which
an 1 axplain 18 tho maitoriel, got dropped, 4us 10 Isch of space Byt mip
picture renalne &5 & Oaligbtful memory, & hauntlog O - Ed




1 juat lawa those Tery Jeevee creatures.. couldp‘t remist putting thai nuwe in.

L £1nd Byself with about = pags botwseo the above llmatration and the
sdvart f0r MancOD Witk DACbiDg muck ¢o put i6 it. Time thaw, to tol) you mnee
of tba fllme which will bo rowiowed 10 the t lasus of Yactor in "The Celluletd
Dream". Rogar Walf hap aeut 4e reviaws of & mumbar of movisa, bath racsal
mid pot-an-racent. ABODZeL [he® wre 2laim Fesnai da T'Aima, Ju T'Alws; David
i a'® guite =od usique Sclemce fi0tias films Storso (which
Andres Tidwarsh taok a briat look st im mo 4arliar issus) and Crimes of the
; Ginovge fomero’s Night of tho Living Dead: and poesibly wore recomt
Tbr Carn that Ate Paris apd Cuos ivora, from Auatrelis «ad America raspact-
ivaly. We oay oveo bave samstbiox ¢lee fros Andrev Tidwarab...or | may even
pull my #iogar out and do mowe reviews myscl?, 1f Dasthrace 2000 makes Li out

thle way




Mancon S

Friday 16 - Mondauy 19 Aprvi)
Owenr Perk, MancharRter

Guest-of-hanour
Robert Silverberg

Fan guest-of -honour
Peter Aobrrts

Registrationa: 75p supporting
t2.50 attending

ite «o: lirian Rabinaop
9 Lipwoad Grove
Loogsight
Hanchester

Progreas Report 3 just out.. .
Full Board at Oweps Park anly
€6.90 per day; RAB only €3.80
. .panele, specchesn, poetry
soiree. . . book room, art shaw
..films include: The Exoreist,
Weatwarld, Zardoz. ..

Roock now for Rritain‘s bemt cob




WHISPERS FROM THE PAST...BACK NOS. OF VECTOR

72: February 1976 - Dan Morgan's GoH Speech from
Novacon, Rober Silverberg interviewed by Malcolm
Bdwards, book reri. . cover by Brian Lewia

T1: Decacter 1975 — Tha Atace Ax and the Busk Ozec by
Ursule Lo Guin, Townrds an 413s0 Lisguiacica by lan

tecn, book mod file Keviews

70: Autumo 1978 - Time Travellere Amang Us by Bob Bhae, Violeace 1o SP by
Edmimd Caopay, SF'y Drbeo Vimiow by Chrls Wasneti, plus book, film and fabnzine
Teviawy

#9: dumser 1875 ~ The Solance in BF Ly Jameo Blish, Esrly ome Oaford Morming
by Brian 41dias, Tha Yalua of Bad AF hy Bob Sbas, Belence or FPiatlap by Toay
Budbary, #11m and book reviwes

47/61: (the leat Mylcolm Edwards i1saus) Three ¥iaws of Tolhlan by Urevis Le
fuin, Gare Wplie mnd Pater Nichol Letter froa rlka by Philip K. Dick,
Pariod of Tremsition by Michasl G. Coney, Aftar the Bessisannce by Hrian

Alding, Machiwes end Investians Dy Nrius M. Stadlatord, Down-at-Kesl Galaxy

by Oriap Aldiss, book and f1)m reviews: Sprinmg 1074 .

48: July/August 1673 - . \ Babot im BP Wy Orlsn Stableford, D.C. Compton: Am
Ioterview, D.G, + #7_4 ¥ew Btaadards of Excallence by Mark Adlard, book,
tile and feuzine ¥ ..emm

45- May/June 1973 - Gene Wolfe- An Interview, Loet Paople by Pamele Sargent,
The Mab Who Could Work Mirmcles by Brian Aldlas, Ad Astra by Bab Shaw, Author'e
Cboice by Rogar Zelazny, baok and fanzine reviawa

84: March/April 1673 - The Androld apd the Fuswn by Pbilip K Dick, The
Behavl af y Materiala by Bob Shaw, Authar's Cholce
by Poul Andersoun, book mud faneine yuviaws

41; September/October 1072 — The Arte in P by Jussa Blsah, s INterview with
Pg! Tate by Mark Adlard, book and funcine revie

40: Jume 1072 - Thro uw Glaas Darkly by John Arumnar, 8P and the Cinema
By Philip Btrick, The Prepwied Living Thiog by Bruce Gilleapie, Edward Jobn
Carnall 1919-1972 2y Harry Harriscn, Dan Norgan, Tad Tubb awd Brian Aldipe,
canvantion raport by Petar Hoherts, book ead fanzina reviaws

58: Spring 1972 - Ao Iatradwetlon to Gtanlslae Lem by Prast Bottensteimer,

A Good Sidiug by Steninmlaw Laa, & Cruel Miracle by Malcolm Edeards, Wby |

Took &« Wriiing Caupes...and Dida’t Bacows a Writer by Dick Bowett, 3F Criticlem
1® Theory mad Practica by Famela Guimsr, book revtaws

Each af these issuas i svellable from the oditar at Lhe price of S0p (21).
Ploase sake cbeques payable to Yector. Burry, Rurry - many sre in short supply!






